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Contact:			Charles B. Pyle, Director of Media Relations, (804) 371-2420
Kenita Bowers, Communications Manager, (804) 225-2543

VDOE Announces #EdEquityVA Webinar Series

RICHMOND, Va. — As a follow-up to the 2019 Virginia is for ALL Learners Education Equity Summer Institute, the Virginia Department of Education is presenting a series of monthly webinars this summer and fall focused on equity strategies and resources for schools and school divisions. The #EdEquityVA webinars will feature presentations from department and national experts on equity and related issues. The webinars are open to instructional leaders and administrators from the commonwealth’s 132 school divisions. 
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“Understanding that it is our responsibility as educators to provide the instructional and support services to meet the unique needs and abilities of each of our students is at the core of our mission,” Superintendent of Public Instruction James Lane said. “This webinar series will offer an in-depth perspective on evidence-based practices that can be implemented in school divisions across Virginia to assist in achieving equitable academic outcomes for all students.”

Each #EdEquityVA webinar is expected to last 90 minutes. The sessions, topics and presenters are scheduled as follows: 
· August 13 — Applying an Equity Lens to Data you Already Collect, Jennifer Piver-Renna, director, VDOE Office of Research
· September 10 — Culturally Sustaining Pedagogy, Intercultural Development Research Association (IDRA)-Equity Assistance Center (presenter to be announced)
· October 8 — Strategies to Support Hispanic and Dual Language Learners, Ingrid Colón, New America
· November 5 — Communication is not Engagement: Advancing Equity Through Family Efficacy, Steve Constantino, author and nationally recognized expert on family and community engagement
· December 10 — Equity in STEM Education, Paula Johnson, IDRA-Equity Assistance Center

“The department is pleased to announce this opportunity for Virginia educators to engage deeply in the equity conversation and focus on strategies that support the needs of our increasingly diverse student population,” said Director of Equity and Community Engagement Leah Walker. “Providing this forum for ongoing discourse and the delivery of technical assistance to education leaders is one strategy we are deploying to advance equity and improve outcomes for all learners in the commonwealth.”

Participants from school divisions may register for the webinars by visiting the Virginia is For Learners website.

Future #EdEquityVA webinar topics include positive and inclusive school cultures, diverse and culturally competent leaders and educators, reframing school discipline, trauma informed instruction and classroom management, and culturally inclusive practices. 
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