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VDOE Announces Farm-to-School Grants

RICHMOND — Superintendent of Public Instruction James Lane today announced the award of more than $133,000 in farm-to-school grants to six Virginia school divisions. The funds will support efforts to incorporate locally grown and raised foods into school nutrition programs and connect students to agriculture through hands-on learning and career exploration. The projects will include teams comprising students, educators and community partners to ensure long-term sustainability.

“Growing and preparing fresh local food provides opportunities for students to apply content knowledge in science and mathematics while developing the skills and attributes known as the 5C’s: critical thinking, creative thinking, communication, collaboration and citizenship,” Lane said. “In addition, students benefit from learning about how important agriculture is in our state — and about the many career opportunities it offers, often in their own communities.”

The six school divisions receiving farm-to-school grants are as follows: 
· Bristol Public Schools — $25,000 to expand fruit and vegetable gardens at four schools and support professional development for teachers and school garden teams.
· Buchanan County Public Schools — $25,000 to purchase greenhouses for four schools.  Students will grow Virginia fruits and vegetables for use in school nutrition programs and afterschool cooking clubs.
· Cumberland County Public Schools — $15,622.50 to expand production in school greenhouses and gardens and the division’s aquaculture program. Students will perform internships, take field trips and educate their peers about nutrition while discovering career opportunities in agriculture and related industries. 
· Rappahannock County Public Schools — $25,000 to purchase food-preparation equipment and salad bars to expand the use of vegetables and fruits grown by students and local producers in school nutrition programs. Grant funds also will support the purchase of a mobile kitchen cart for “Harvest of the Month” tastings, Farmer Friday demonstrations, afterschool cooking clubs and classroom lessons. 
· Richmond Public Schools — $17,880 to support outreach and instruction in 16 schools, including field trips, healthy meal preparation demonstrations and classroom visits by local urban farmers. Funds will also support expanded production of fruits and vegetables in 11 school gardens for use in school nutrition and afterschool meal programs. 
· Wythe County Public Schools — $25,000 to support development of a hydroponic system at Fort Chiswell High to grow lettuce for the school nutrition programs at Fort Chiswell High and Fort Chiswell Middle School. Grant will also support construction of raised bed gardens at three elementary schools to grow food for division school nutrition programs. 

Lane made the announcement while touring agriculture- and nutrition-related programs at Cumberland High in Cumberland County. Earlier in the day, Lane joined students at Cumberland Elementary for the annual “Crunch Heard ‘Round the Commonwealth” celebration promoting the inclusion of fresh, locally grown fruits and vegetables in school nutrition programs.
(more)


School divisions were invited in June to apply for grants of up to $25,000 after the U.S. Department of Agriculture approved VDOE’s request to direct up to $200,000 in federal school nutrition funds to support local efforts to implement or expand farm-to-school programs.
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