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Hopewell Assistant Principal Receives 
$25,000 Milken Educator Award
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HOPEWELL — Ryan Sykes, an assistant principal at Carter G. Woodson Middle School in Hopewell, received a $25,000 Milken Educator Award today during a surprise school assembly. The award was presented on behalf of the Milken Family Foundation by Candice McQueen, chief executive officer of the National Institute for Excellence in Teaching. Virginia first lady Pamela Northam, Secretary of Education Atif Qarni and Superintendent of Public Instruction James Lane also participated in the announcement.

Sykes is a former mathematics teacher and one of three assistant principals at the school. His responsibilities include math instruction, student conduct and sixth-grade class activities. Under Sykes’ leadership, student achievement in mathematics at Woodson Middle has improved for two consecutive years, for students overall, and for black, Hispanic and economically disadvantaged students.

“Ryan Sykes epitomizes the dedicated educators at Woodson and at similar schools across the commonwealth who believe in their students and eagerly accept the challenge of helping them meet Virginia’s high expectations for learning and achievement,” Lane said. “He sees each student as an individual with a unique set of needs. And he understands that meeting those needs through tailored supports and services is at the core of our commitment to equity.”

“We are incredibly proud of Mr. Sykes and all that he accomplishes every day. His peers and supervisors alike recognize the positive impact he has on all stakeholders at Carter G. Woodson Middle School and in Hopewell,” Hopewell Superintendent Melody Hackney said. “Mr. Sykes’ work ethic, his passion for teaching and leading, and his enthusiasm for deeper learning never wane.”

Sykes began his teaching career in 2011 in Hopewell as a student teacher at Woodson Middle and Harry E. James Elementary. After teaching professionally for a year at Indian River Middle in Chesapeake, Sykes returned to Woodson, where he taught mathematics special education inclusion classes from 2012-2016. After a year as dean of students with Richmond Public Schools, Sykes returned to Hopewell in June 2017 as an assistant principal at Woodson.

Sykes earned a bachelor’s degree in interdisciplinary studies in 2011 and a master’s in administration and supervision in 2014 from Virginia State University. He is currently pursuing a doctorate in administration and supervision.

The Milken Educator Award recognizes teachers, principals and other public school educators who promote excellence and innovation. Recipients are selected on the basis of multiple criteria related to instructional practice, leadership, student achievement and accomplishments outside the classroom. 

Sykes is the 46th Virginia educator — and the first in Hopewell — to receive a Milken Educator Award. Since the launch of the Milken Educator Awards in 1987, the Milken Family Foundation has distributed more than $70 million in awards to more than 2,800 educators across the country, including more than $1.1 million in Virginia.
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