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For Immediate Release:	February 28, 2020

State Superintendent to Welcome Second 
Virginia is for Learners Innovation Network Cohort 

RICHMOND — Superintendent of Public Instruction James Lane will welcome teams of educators from 35 school divisions on Monday, March 2, at the Chesterfield Career and Technical Center as they gather for a two-day conference to share ideas on how to accelerate innovation and promote deeper learning in the commonwealth’s public schools. 

The educators make up the second cohort of the Virginia is for Learners Innovation Network, an initiative of the Virginia Department of Education, James Madison University, Jobs for the Future, and the Virginia School Consortium for Learning, and the Edu21C Foundation.

“With this second Virginia is for Learners Innovation Network cohort, we now have an established and ongoing process for educators to collaborate and share innovative ideas for improving teaching and learning,” Superintendent of Public Instruction James Lane said. “The educators who participated in the first network cohort are already making a difference as school divisions across Virginia implement their ideas for expanding educational opportunity, promoting equity and improving outcomes for all students. I look forward to seeing how the educators in the second cohort build on this success.”

The innovation network’s goals are to promote equity, deeper learning, and active learner engagement at all grade levels and to align instruction and assessment across the state with the expectations of the Profile of a Virginia Graduate. The profile — adopted by the state Board of Education in November 2016 — describes the knowledge, skills, attributes and experiences identified by the board, higher education and employers as critical for future success.

“In communities across the commonwealth, teams of local educators are creating innovative programs and opportunities for students to fulfill the Board of Education’s vision of what it means for a high school graduate to be college, career and life ready,” said Pam Moran, executive director of the Virginia School Consortium for Learning. “The Virginia is for Learners Innovation Network is a catalyst for this exciting work and will continue to be in the future.”

The 35 school divisions — grouped into 30 teams — making up the second network cohort are as follows:
· 
· Amherst County
· Botetourt County
· Bristol
· Campbell County
· Chesapeake
· Chesterfield County
· CodeRVA Regional High School
· Dickenson County
· Essex County and Northampton County
· Fairfax County
· Fauquier County
· Greensville County
· Hanover County
· Henrico County
· Isle of Wight County

(more)
· King & Queen County, King William County and Mathews County
· Lee County and Scott County
· Lunenburg County
· Montgomery County
· Nelson County and Appomattox County
· New Kent County
· Norfolk
· Nottoway County
· Pittsylvania County
· Radford
· Richmond
· Shenandoah County
· Stafford County
· Staunton
· Waynesboro


The network’s activities are funded through a $170,000 federal Title II grant from VDOE to James Madison University; a $110,000 grant to the Virginia School Consortium for Learning from Jobs for the Future, a national nonprofit focused on broadening educational and economic opportunity; and a $125,000 grant to the consortium from philanthropist Ted Dintersmith.

Dintersmith is a retired venture capitalist and the author of “What School Could Be: Insights and Inspiration from Teachers Across America,” and the producer of “Most Likely to Succeed,” an award-winning documentary on education innovation. Dintersmith advocates for a greater emphasis on cross-disciplinary, project-based learning in public schools.

The Virginia is for Learners Innovation Network conference will begin at 8:30 a.m. on Monday, March 2, with conversation between Dintersmith and Lane about the future of innovation in Virginia and the world and how networking advances innovation to meet the needs of diverse learners. Immediately following, second cohort teams will begin to work together. A panel of comprising members of the first Virginia is for Learners Innovation Network cohort will then share challenges and successes in their work.

Specifically, the Virginia is for Learners Innovation Network seeks to:
· Leverage high-quality resources and customized support for school divisions to create opportunities for students to obtain the knowledge, skills, experiences and attributes described by the Profile of a Virginia Graduate;
· Implement systemic innovations over a two-year period specific to local community needs, including internships with employers, interdisciplinary curriculum, innovative instructional practices and performance assessments and;
· Establish the Virginia Is for Learners Innovation Network as a permanent structure for the sharing of innovations and best practices.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Cohort members are being supported in their work by Advanced Learning Partnerships, a North Carolina-based consultancy specializing in innovative learning models; Kaleb Rashad, director of creative leadership, High Tech High Graduate School of Education; and University of Colorado Denver Associate Professor of Educational Leadership Scott McLeod, a nationally recognized expert in school leadership and innovation. 

Teams from the 35 divisions will gather for additional Virginia is for Learners Innovation Network Institutes on July 23, October 7-8 and January 27, 2021. They will work between Institutes on local implementation of strategies to support implementation of the Profile of a Virginia Graduate. 
In 2021, school divisions will be invited to apply to be part of the third Virginia is for Learners Innovation Network cohort.
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