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State Superintendent: Teacher Appreciation Week More Important Than Ever During Pandemic 
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RICHMOND — Superintendent of Public Instruction James Lane says that even though schools are closed, students and parents can still celebrate Teacher Appreciation Week this week and recognize the efforts of teachers to keep learning alive during the COVID-19 pandemic.

“The efforts of teachers to support students since schools closed in March have truly been remarkable,” Lane said. “From virtual concerts organized by choral, band and orchestra teachers, to car parades through neighborhoods to greet and encourage students and families, to standing up remote learning for students, Virginia’s extraordinary teachers are rising to the challenge of these extraordinary times while ensuring our students are moving forward academically and caring for their social and emotional health.”

Resources for celebrating the efforts of teachers — including resources and ideas for social media — are available online from the National PTA, which sponsors National Teacher Appreciation Week, and the National Education Association, which sponsors the observance of National Teacher Day on Tuesday. Students, parents and members of the general public may also send digital thank-you notes to their favorite teachers through the Virginia Lottery’s Thank a Teacher campaign.

“Please join me in recognizing our amazing teachers for all they are doing to keep students connected to learning and connected to their school communities,” Lane said. “Our #VALearnersLoveTeachers hashtag for Teacher Appreciation Week sums up perfectly how much Virginia students appreciate their teachers.”
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