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For Immediate Release:	July 20, 2020

New School Per-Pupil Spending Reports 
Provide Transparency and Promote Equity

RICHMOND — Superintendent of Public Instruction James Lane says the addition of school-level per-pupil expenditure reports to the Virginia Department of Education’s School Quality Profiles provides transparency and promotes equity in the allocation of education funds.

The new reports — found under the “Finance” tab on the profile of each school — present per-pupil expenditures of local, state and federal funds for 2018-2019 at the school, division and state levels. The reports include an interactive data visualization comparing per-pupil spending for the selected school with per-pupil expenditures for the division and statewide.
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“Distilling per-pupil expenditure data down to the school level was a challenge for both the department and our school divisions,” Lane said. “But I believe it was a challenge well worth undertaking as parents and other members of the public are now able to see how local, state and federal funds flow to the building level. This new transparency will help inform important conversations across the state about equity in meeting the needs of all learners.” 

Virginia and other states have reported on district-level per-pupil expenditures for decades. The federal Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 — also known as ESSA — requires states to publish annual school-level per-pupil expenditures on their online school report cards, beginning with data for the 2018-2019 school year. Virginia collaborated with other states to develop guidelines and uniform criteria for meeting the requirement.
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