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For Immediate Release:	August 4, 2020

2020 Virginia is for All Learners 
Education Equity Virtual Summit August 5-6

RICHMOND — Educators, administrators and K-12 policy makers from across Virginia will gather online this week for a two-day virtual summit focused on racial equity, cultural proficiency, and teaching and leading from an equity lens in the commonwealth’s public schools. 

The Virginia is for All Learners Education Equity Virtual Summit — presented by the Virginia Department of Education— is scheduled for August 5-6. 

The summit is the fifth in a series of annual programs focused on advancing equity in Virginia’s public schools through policy, practice and preparation.  This year’s conference is virtual because of COVID-19-related restrictions on travel and gatherings. 
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As of late last week, approximately 2,000 teachers, administrators, state and local policy makers, division equity leads, and other educators had registered to participate in some or all of the summit sessions, which address institutional racism in public education and how it can be eliminated through teaching, leadership, equity and the principles of anti-racism. 

Both days of the summit will begin with a keynote address by Bettina Love, author of “We Want to Do More Than Survive: Abolitionist Teaching and the Pursuit of Educational Freedom.”  Love is the Athletic Association Endowed Professor at the University of Georgia and co-founder of the Abolitionist Teaching Network. The network support teachers and parents to fight injustice within schools and communities.

Virginia Secretary of Education Atif Qarni will deliver remarks at the end of the first day of the summit on Wednesday, and Governor Ralph Northam will close the event with remarks on Thursday. Highlights of the summit agenda are as follows:
· Wednesday, August 5
· 1 p.m. — Keynote address by Bettina Love: We Want To Do More Than Survive: Abolitionist Teaching
· 2:15 and 3:15 p.m. — Anti-bias Curriculum: Auditing Your Curriculum for Bias, Kenya Wallach, director of mathematics, Discovery Education
· 2:15 and 3:15 p.m. — Anti-Racism 101, Andrew Daire, dean and professor of counseling and special education; and Joshua Cole, director of strategic engagement, VCU School of Education
· 2:15 and 3:15 p.m. — Teaching about Race, Bias and Racism, Maria Burgos, supervisor of global learning and culturally responsive instruction, Prince William County Schools
· 2:15 and 3:15 p.m.— A History of Racism in America, Donald Grant Jr., executive director, Center for Community & Social Impact, Pacific Oaks College
· 4:15 p.m.—Remarks by Virginia Secretary of Education Atif Qarni

(more)

· Thursday, August 6
· 1 p.m. — Keynote address by Bettina Love: We Want To Do More Than Survive: Abolitionist Teaching
· 2:15 and 3:15 p.m. — Superintendent of Public Instruction James Lane and VDOE Director of Equity Leah Walker discuss Virginia’s roadmap to achieving equity in public education
· 2:15 and 3:15 p.m. — Courageous Connections: Discipline, Race and Achievement, Jennifer Piver-Renna, director of the Office of Research, Virginia Department of Education
· 2:15 and 3:15 p.m. — Courageous Equity Leadership, Toya Barnes Teamer, principal, HGM Strategists 
· 2:15 and 3:15 p.m. — Equity and Antiracism: Auditing Your Policies and Procedures, Deborah Keys Write, partner and board governance and equity consultant, Perkins Consulting Group
· 4:15 p.m. — Closing remarks by Governor Ralph Northam

“As our nation, state, and local communities continue to grapple with the legacy of racism in our country, it is important that as education leaders we affirm our commitment to advancing equity in Virginia’s public schools and facilitate courageous conversations in our school communities on racism and its continued impact on students and families of color,” Lane said. “Convening a summit to support and amplify the work of anti-racism in public education is foundational to our broader equity priorities including: developing a culturally competent educator workforce, eliminating disproportionality in student outcome data, closing opportunity and achievement gaps among marginalized student groups, increasing access to high quality early learning opportunities, and maximizing the potential of every Virginia student.”

The full schedule for the Virginia is for All Learners Education Equity Summer Institute is available on the Virginia is for Learners website. Summit highlights will be available later in the week on the VDOE YouTube channel. 

News media representatives wishing to register for the summit should contact the VDOE Office of Equity and Community Engagement at edequityva@doe.virginia.gov.
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