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For Immediate Release:	August 7, 2020

Two Virginia Teachers Earn Presidential Mathematics & Science Teaching Awards

RICHMOND — Two Virginia teachers are among the educators recognized this week by the White House and the National Science Foundation with the 2019 Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching. The award — regarded as the nation’s top honor for mathematics and science teachers — honors teachers who develop and implement high-quality instructional programs that improve student learning. 

Aziz Zahraoui, who teaches geometry and Advanced Placement Calculus at Churchland High in Portsmouth, received the presidential award for mathematics. Aziz also serves as a consultant with the National Math and Science Initiative.

“I'm profoundly honored and humbled to receive this award,” said Zahraoui. “I accept this award for my students who brave their insecurities daily to contribute to meaningful discussions, for our communities’ understanding of the importance of productive struggle, for my colleagues and administration for their unconditional support, and for our school board and superintendent for enacting policies that encourage classroom innovation.”

Myron Blosser, who teaches biology and biotechnology at Harrisonburg High in Harrisonburg, received the presidential award for science. Blosser also serves as the co-director of the Governor’s STEM Academy at the high school.

“My greatest strength has been bringing people together, building excitement around an idea, enabling others to reach their potential, and together achieving great success,” said Blosser. “This award is an affirmation that teamwork and collaboration are key to providing exemplary educational opportunities for students.”

Zahraoui and Blosser were among the Virginia state finalists nominated for the awards last year by review committees convened by the Virginia Department of Education. The application process for the award requires nominees to provide evidence of deep content knowledge and exemplary teaching skills.

“I congratulate both of these outstanding Virginia educators for this well-deserved recognition of their commitment to excellence and maximizing the potential of all their students,” Superintendent of Public Instruction James Lane said.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Both teachers will each receive a $10,000 unrestricted award from the National Science Foundation, a presidential certificate, and a trip to the nation’s capital for a series of recognition events and professional development activities.

# # #
image1.jpeg
Ak O e
EDUCATION LEARNERS James F. Lane, Ed.D.

O F F l CE o F M E DIA RE LATI 0 NS Contact: Charles Pyle, 804-371-2420




