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For Immediate Release:	September 9, 2020

Virginia Students Outperform Nation on SAT

RICHMOND — Virginia high school graduates outperformed their nationwide peers on the SAT in 2020, according to data released today by the College Board, the non-profit organization that administers the college admissions test. Virginia high school seniors achieved an average combined score of 1116, which was 65 points higher than the national average. 

Of the 58,485 Virginia 2020 graduates who took the SAT, 55% met or exceeded the College Board’s college-readiness benchmarks in both reading and writing, and mathematics. 
Nationwide, 45% of SAT takers met the readiness standard on both sections of the test. 

Sixty-five percent of Virginia’s 2020 graduates took the SAT, making it by far the most popular college admissions test in the commonwealth. Approximately 2,700 fewer Virginia graduates took the SAT due to the curtailment of spring SAT testing because of the coronavirus pandemic.

“Despite the disruptions caused by the closure of schools, Virginia students continue to perform well in comparison with their peers nationwide,” Superintendent of Public Instruction James Lane said. “But the wide gaps we see in the performance of student groups underscore the importance of the work underway at both the state and local levels to promote equity and expand opportunities for underserved students. Closing these persistent achievement gaps is the number one priority of both the Virginia Department of Education and the state Board of Education.”
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The commonwealth’s high school graduates outscored their nationwide peers overall and on both required sections of the college-admissions test, as follows:
· Virginia’s average overall score of 1116 was 65 points higher than the average for 2020 graduates nationwide.
· Virginia’s average of 567 on the reading and writing section of the SAT was 39 points higher.
· Virginia’s average score of 549 in mathematics was 26 points higher.

(more)

The following table provides details on the performance of 2020 Virginia graduates and graduates nationwide on the SAT. 

2020 Virginia & National Mean SAT Scores
	Group
	Virginia
Overall
	Nation
Overall
	Virginia
Reading & Writing
	Nation
Reading & Writing
	Virginia
Math
	Nation
Math

	All
	1116
	1051
	567
	528
	549
	523

	Asian
	1241
	1217
	608
	585
	632
	632

	Black
	967
	927
	496
	473
	472
	454

	Hispanic
	1065
	969
	542
	491
	523
	478

	Two or More
	1116
	1091
	570
	552
	546
	539

	White
	1153
	1104
	588
	557
	565
	547
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