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For Immediate Release:	September 23, 2020

Board of Education Reaffirms Support  
for 2019 Standards of Quality

RICHMOND — The Virginia Board of Education last week unanimously reaffirmed its support for public school Standards of Quality that the board initially prescribed in October 2019. 

The new standards — which are aligned with the board’s goals of promoting equitable student outcomes and supporting educator recruitment and retention — were not funded by the 2020 General Assembly, despite earning the endorsement of the education policy committees in both the House of Delegates and State Senate.

“In reaffirming our support for the 2019 Standards of Quality, the state board is setting a marker for the future,” Board of Education President Daniel A. Gecker said. “These standards represent what is required of the commonwealth and its localities to provide an equitable, high-quality educational program for all students, regardless of their particular needs and circumstances. I firmly believe that the General Assembly eventually will adopt the concepts embodied in these Standards of Quality.”
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The Constitution of Virginia requires the Board of Education to prescribe Standards of Quality for the commonwealth’s public schools, subject to revision only by the General Assembly. The standards describe the foundational instructional programs and support services all schools must provide and drive approximately 85% of state funding for local school divisions. 

In 2017, the Board of Education began work in two related areas: how to achieve equitable outcomes for all students in the commonwealth and how to best support Virginia’s teachers. The 2019 Standards of Quality incorporate the results of that work. The standards expressly recognize the importance of the state’s teachers and provide funding for school divisions with more economically disadvantaged students to either reduce class sizes or hire more experienced teachers. The standards also require a system of mentorship for both teachers and principals, so that every teacher and building leader can develop and grow professionally. 

The represcribed 2019 standards would consolidate several existing state programs that support struggling schools and students in poverty into a single, expanded funding stream — known informally as the equity fund — within the SOQ. 

Equity fund distributions would be based on the percentage of students eligible for free meals and would provide an additional $205.4 million in state funding during the current biennium for schools serving significant numbers of children in poverty. 

“The equity fund would provide the state support our least-affluent school divisions need to recruit and retain the high quality teachers and support professionals their students require to meet the commonwealth’s high expectations for learning and achievement,” Vice President Jamelle S. Wilson said.
(more)

The represcribed standards also include the following actions to promote equitable services and outcomes for all students:  
· Move the state’s K-3 class size reduction program from the annual Appropriation Act into the SOQ
· Increase state funding for reading specialists and moving support for reading specialists from the annual Appropriation Act into the SOQ
· Establish a new teacher leader program and expanding the commonwealth’s exisiting teacher mentor program to provide additional compensation and time within the instructional day for teachers designated as leaders and mentors
· Amend staffing requirements for English learner teachers to base distribution of positions on the English proficiency level of students in each school division
· Set specific staffing ratios in the SOQ for school nurses, social workers and school psychologists
· Provide state funding for state-level and regional work-based learning coordinators to establish partnerships between school divisions and local businesses and employers
· Create a statewide principal mentorship program to strengthen school leadership and support teacher retention and student achievement
· Provide state support for one full-time school counselor for every 250 students
· Require a full-time principal in every elementary school
· Require a full-time assistant principal for every 400 students

After approving a resolution reaffirming its support of the 2019 Standards of Quality during its September 17 virtual business meeting, the Board of Education directed Virginia Department of Education staff to communicate the represcribed standards to Governor Ralph Northam and the 2021 General Assembly, along with updated budget estimates required to support the requirements and staffing ratios. 
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