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For Immediate Release:	October 8, 2020

Media Advisory: 2021 Virginia Teacher 
of the Year Announcement Tonight

RICHMOND — Superintendent of Public Instruction James Lane will announce the 2021 Virginia Teacher of the Year tonight during a virtual recognition ceremony streamed live on social media. The ceremony will begin at 6 p.m. on the Virginia Department of Education’s Facebook and Twitter pages and the VDOE YouTube channel.

The celebration of the selection of the 2021 Virginia Teacher of the Year will include remarks by Governor Ralph Northam, first lady Pamela Northam, Secretary of Education Atif Qarni, state Board of Education President Daniel Gecker and 2020 Virginia Teacher of the Year Andrea Carson Johnson.

“We are doing things differently this year because of the pandemic, but I am excited that teachers, students and parents from across the state will be able to experience this year’s Virginia Teacher of the Year ceremony via social media,” Lane said. “I would like to thank Virginia Public Media for making this possible.” 

The eight 2021 Virginia Regional Teachers of the Year in the running for selection as the commonwealth’s top teacher are as follows:
· Sarah F. Jurewicz, a Culinary Arts I and II (Baking and Pastry Arts) teacher at the Chesterfield Career and Technical Center in Chesterfield County (Region 1)
· Alisa T. Smith, a Spanish teacher at Jamestown High in Williamsburg-James City County (Region 2)
· Kimberly G. Cannon, a U.S. History teacher at Stafford Middle in Stafford County (Region 3)
· Lisa M. Rode, a sixth-grade teacher at Kings Glen Elementary in Fairfax County (Region 4)
· Lisa S. Cooper, a first-grade teacher at Bessie Weller Elementary in Staunton (Region 5)
· Anthony Swann, a fifth-grade teacher at Rocky Mount Elementary in Franklin County (Region 6)
· Sarah M. Biggs, a first- and second-grade reading teacher at High Point Elementary in Washington County (Region 7)
· Victoria S. Soyars, a Geometry teacher at Park View High in Mecklenburg County (Region 8)

VPM will broadcast a recording of the ceremony on Sunday, October 11 at 12 p.m., and at 5:30 p.m. on VPM+. 

The 2021 Virginia Teacher of the Year will be the commonwealth’s nominee in the National Teacher of the Year Program. 
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