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For Immediate Release:	February 20, 2020

State Superintendent Lane Calls Summit
on Literacy and Reading Achievement 

RICHMOND — Superintendent of Public Instruction James Lane is inviting the superintendents and instructional leaders of the commonwealth’s 132 school divisions to a summit on literacy and reading, Monday, February 24, at the Omni Charlottesville Hotel. 

The all-day summit — which will include presentations by nationally recognized experts on effective reading instruction — is part of the Virginia Department of Education’s response to recent declines in the performance of Virginia students on state and national reading assessments. 

“I look forward to collaborating with researchers, division superintendents and instructional leaders on how we can reverse the downward trend in reading achievement in Virginia and ensure that all of our students benefit from instruction based on established science and research, and develop the reading and literacy skills necessary for success across the curriculum and in life,” Lane said.

The summit will begin at 9 a.m. with opening remarks from Lane, followed by keynote remarks from Emily Solari and Anita McGinty of the University of Virginia’s Curry School of Education and Human Development. Afternoon breakout sessions will cover the following topics:
· Instructional rigor and the alignment of instruction with the 2017 English Standards of Learning;
· Use of data and formative assessments to improve literacy;
· Equity for multilingual learners;
· Developing and supporting literacy through partnerships with school librarians; and 
· Integrating reading and literacy into science and history instruction.

Overall pass rates on state Standards of Learning reading tests have declined by two points since 2016-2017, with sharper drops in grades 3-5, especially among black and Hispanic students. In addition, the average reading scores of Virginia fourth- and eighth-grade students on national reading tests have fallen by four and six points, respectively, since 2017.

“There is no more important skill taught in our schools than reading, and it is critical that every school in the commonwealth provide students with systematic instruction that reflects the five components of reading: phonics, phonemic awareness, fluency, vocabulary and comprehension,” Lane said. “In addition, all students should have daily opportunities to read and analyze challenging, grade-level fiction and non-fiction texts.” 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Since the release of state and national test results last summer and fall, VDOE has provided school divisions with technical support in the form of instructional resources and regional workshops and web conferences focused on research-based reading instruction, best practices, literacy and the 2017 English Standards of Learning.
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