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Ocean View Elementary and Rappahannock County Earn Federal Green Ribbon School Awards 

RICHMOND — A Norfolk elementary school and a rural school division in Northern Virginia were honored by the U.S. Department of Education today as 2020 Green Ribbon School award winners. The federal Green Ribbon School program recognizes environmentally friendly schools and districts that promote environmental awareness, energy efficiency, community engagement, and student wellness.

Ocean View Elementary in Norfolk is within walking distance of the Chesapeake Bay and adjacent to a city park that includes a maritime forest and the last remaining sand dune in the city. Ocean View students were instrumental in securing state recognition of a 400-year-old live oak tree within the park. Students collaborate with environmental groups, the Virginia Institute of Marine Sciences and Nauticus in oyster gardening, and over the last 20 years have released more than 1 million oysters in the Lynnhaven River. Ocean View maritime science teacher Carol Ann Curran received a grant this year from the Mid-Atlantic Marine Education Association to create an aquaculture program in which students will learn how to use science to solve real-world problems.

Environmental education in Rappahannock County begins in kindergarten and continues through high school. Kindergarten students learn the importance of recycling and conservation. Third-grade students create solar ovens. Sixth graders build watershed models to explore the impact of run off in partnership with the local soil and water conservation district. Master naturalists and master gardeners help students learn about the importance of pollinators and ways to ensure their survival. Students raise brook trout and release the fish into local rivers. Rappahannock County students also monitor local rivers to compare and analyze how farming, development and conservation efforts affect water quality.

“Ocean View Elementary and Rappahannock County students are applying what they learn in science to improve the environment and the quality of life in their communities,” Superintendent of Public Instruction James Lane said. “Their teachers have embraced the Five C’s — critical thinking, creativity, communication, collaboration and citizenship — and weave the development of these essential skills and attributes into every science lesson and activity. I also congratulate the leadership of both Norfolk and Rappahannock County for their commitment to environmentally friendly practices and green technology.”

The Green Ribbon School awards will be presented later this year during a ceremony in Washington. More information about the 2020 Green Ribbon School award winners is available online from the U.S. Department of Education.
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