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[Opens with Erin Smydra, Virginia Department of Education Specialist seated at a desk and speaking to audience]

Recently many people across our state have posed questions relating Virginia’s special education processes and the DSM-5.   

Changes to the DSM-5 should not affect processes in Virginia schools.  

The Virginia Department of Education provides guidance documents for schools based upon the regulations passed by The Board of Education. Regulations have not changed as a result of the DSM-5. Thus, school policy will also remain unchanged.

Teams should be reminded that a medical diagnosis is not required by state regulation as part of eligibility determination.  Virginia provides specific eligibility criteria that must be followed.  Thus, while changes in the DSM-5 may result in changes to clinical or medical practice in Virginia, educational identification practices have not changed.   

Finally, teams should be reminded that Virginia regulations prohibit a student’s educational identification or disability category from being changed or removed without informed parental consent.  Regulations also prohibit any revision to a student’s IEP services without informed consent.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]For further information about special education guidelines please visit our website to access guidance documents. 

[Cut to PowerPoint presentation: Slide 1]

The Virginia Department of Education Web site is located at www.doe.virginia.gov.  On our homepage you will find the special education link by looking to the left of your screen.  

[Cut to PowerPoint presentation: Slide 2]

Once you arrive at the special education Web page, technical assistance is available by clicking the link entitled, ‘Technical Assistance and Professional Development.’ 

[Cut to PowerPoint presentation: Slide 3]

VDOE guideline documents are accessible here.  

By clicking the ‘Technical Assistance and Guidance’ link you will access links to special education guidance documents.  

[Cut to PowerPoint presentation: Slide 4]
 
Thank you for your interest.  If you have additional questions, please contact Erin Smydra by phone at 804-371-7421 or E-mail erin.smydra@doe.virginia.gov.
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