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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

P. O. BOX 2120

Richmond, Virginia 23216-2120

SNP Memo # 05-06-09
TO:

Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons 
FROM:

Lynne A. Fellin, Acting Director



School Nutrition Programs

DATE:

April 7, 2006

SUBJECT:
School Breakfast Participation and the School Breakfast for First Class 




Learning! Toolkit

School breakfast participation in Virginia increased significantly from the 2003-2004 school year to the 2004-2005 school year.  As a result, more than $611,000.00 was distributed to 117 school divisions in December 2005.  This first state breakfast funding incentive was a payment of 20 cents for each meal served over the 2003-2004 per student calculated baseline.  The increase in breakfast participation also contributed to an increase in federal breakfast reimbursement of more than 21%, $5.8 million, statewide in 2004-2005.  School divisions increased their federal revenue between $0.23 and $1.27 for each additional breakfast served to students, and in severe need schools an additional $0.24 cents was earned for each free and reduced price breakfast served.


Continuing to grow the school breakfast participation in your school division is an excellent way to increase student achievement, improve student behavior, and to increase revenue for the school nutrition program.  A number of school divisions, at every level of free and reduced eligibility percentage, have taken on the challenge and become Superstars of breakfast participation.  Enclosed is a list of Virginia school divisions with their breakfast participation percentages and their free and reduced eligibility percentages.  An asterisk (*) next to the division name indicates the breakfast participation is above average.  We will ask these divisions to share their breakfast success stories as part of our spring regional meetings.


Also enclosed is a School Breakfast for First Class Learning Toolkit for your use in promoting breakfast to your school division and community partners.  The Toolkit includes a Power point presentation and sample handouts that support the three topics addressed;   Value of Breakfast, How to Implement a School Breakfast Program, and Enhancing a School Breakfast Program.   These materials can help you to prepare an action plan for further breakfast participation increases in the next school year.


Your continued support of the school breakfast program, and your efforts to increase student participation in the program, are critical to its success.  Department of Education School Nutrition Programs staff members are available to assist you in these efforts.  Please contact me or your assigned specialist at (804) 225-2074, if you have questions or would like additional information.  

