
Activities and Learning at Home Resources 
During school closures and social distancing periods, parents have the added stress of keeping 
their children from being bored or losing their learning. The following resources provide ideas 
and tips for keeping kids active, engaged, and challenged at home. 

• Talking is Teaching: Staycation Toolkit (Early Learners) 

• Illinois Early Learning Project: Learning at Home During Trying Times (Early Learners) 

• Great Schools: School Closure Learning Guide during COVID-19 (Grade-based toolkits) 

• Center for Mental Health in Schools: Activities for Kids While Schools are Closed 

• Digital Trends: Education in Isolation 

• Common Sense Media: Free Educational Apps, Games, and Websites 

• End Violence Against Children: COVID-19 Parenting: Keeping Children Safe Online 

• Parade: 125 Ideas to Keep Kids Entertained during COVID-19 

• Amazing Educational Resources: Free Learning Opportunities for Families 

• Department of Energy: Games and Activities; Virtual Field Trips to National Energy 
Labs 

• Environmental Protection Agency: Games, Quizzes, and Videos about the Environment 

• The Library of Congress: Presentations and Activities to Help Students Learn about 
History 

• NASA: Interactive Lessons about Space, Earth, Solar System and Universe;  STEM 
Activities for Students of All Ages 

• The Kennedy Center:  Lunch Doodles with Mo Willems; Tour the Kennedy Center with 
The Pigeon 

• The Smithsonian: Free Smithsonian STEM Games and Simulations; Meet the Animals of 
the National Zoo; 3D Exhibits and Virtual Tours; Smithsonian Magazine Ten Museums 
You Can Virtually Visit; The Museum of Natural History Virtual Tour; Digital 
Smithsonian American Art Museum; Distance Learning Resources 

• United States Geological Survey (USGS): Learning from Home about Physical Science, 
Geography, and Maps (by grade level) 

• Audibles: Free Audibles 

https://talkingisteaching.org/assets/illustrations/staycation-toolkit-v3.pdf
https://talkingisteaching.org/assets/illustrations/staycation-toolkit-v3.pdf
https://illinoisearlylearning.org/reslists/trying-times/
https://illinoisearlylearning.org/reslists/trying-times/
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/coronavirus-school-closure-support/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=031520.3
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/coronavirus-school-closure-support/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=031520.3
http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/pdfdocs/homeactivity.pdf
http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/pdfdocs/homeactivity.pdf
https://www.digitaltrends.com/topic/education-in-isolation/
https://www.digitaltrends.com/topic/education-in-isolation/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/free-educational-apps-games-and-websites?j=7698356&sfmc_sub=179466459&l=2048712_HTML&u=143332600&mid=6409703&jb=2163&utm_source=covid19_resources_jim&utm_medium=email
https://www.end-violence.org/sites/default/files/paragraphs/download/English_COVID-19%20Keeping%20children%20safe%20online_FINAL.pdf
https://www.end-violence.org/sites/default/files/paragraphs/download/English_COVID-19%20Keeping%20children%20safe%20online_FINAL.pdf
https://parade.com/1009774/stephanieosmanski/things-to-do-with-kids-during-coronavirus-quarantine/
https://parade.com/1009774/stephanieosmanski/things-to-do-with-kids-during-coronavirus-quarantine/
http://www.amazingeducationalresources.com/
http://www.amazingeducationalresources.com/
https://www.eia.gov/kids/games-and-activities/
https://www.eia.gov/kids/games-and-activities/
https://www.energy.gov/kindergarten-through-high-school
https://www.energy.gov/kindergarten-through-high-school
https://www.energy.gov/kindergarten-through-high-school
https://www.epa.gov/students/games-quizzes-and-videos-about-environment
https://www.epa.gov/students/games-quizzes-and-videos-about-environment
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/
https://www.nasa.gov/stem
https://www.nasa.gov/stem
https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/mo-willems/
https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/mo-willems/
https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/tour-the-kc-app/
https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/tour-the-kc-app/
https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/tour-the-kc-app/
https://ssec.si.edu/game-center?mi_u=1113187
https://ssec.si.edu/game-center?mi_u=1113187
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/list
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/list
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/list
https://3d.si.edu/
https://3d.si.edu/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/ten-museums-you-can-virtually-visit-180974443/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/ten-museums-you-can-virtually-visit-180974443/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/ten-museums-you-can-virtually-visit-180974443/
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/visit/virtual-tour
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/visit/virtual-tour
https://americanart.si.edu/digital
https://americanart.si.edu/digital
https://americanart.si.edu/digital
https://learninglab.si.edu/distancelearning
https://learninglab.si.edu/distancelearning
https://www.usgs.gov/science-support/osqi/yes/resources-teachers/learning-home
https://www.usgs.gov/science-support/osqi/yes/resources-teachers/learning-home
https://www.usgs.gov/science-support/osqi/yes/resources-teachers/learning-home
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
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