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Session Twelve
Engaging Community Partners 

Presentation Description
Module twelve provides a framework for engaging community partners in the 
cause of reducing chronic absence.
 
Participant Goals

•	 Educators will assess the need for additional partners to reduce 
absenteeism.

•	 Educators will identify potential partners.
•	 Educators will learn how they can legally share student data with 

partners.

Facilitation
Have the participants review the module and reflections. Each reflection is 
designed to help participants further their understanding and learning of key 
concepts, frameworks, and strategies for reducing chronic absence.

Attendance & Truancy Among Virginia Students

“ We realize there’s no way we can do this by ourselves 
at the school district. Our resources are very limited.  
So we’re really looking at ways to partner with outside 
agencies in the community.  We own the data and we 
know who the students are.  We can help make the con-
nections to city services.” 

-Debra Duardo, Los Angeles Unified School District 
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Warm Up - Reflection One

What are the qualities of a good partnership?

 

Warm Up Notes
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Reflection Two

Stop and consider what you have learned from applying 
concepts in previous modules. 1. List the root causes of chronic 
absence in your building or division. 2. List who within the 
school system is addressing that need or can address that 
need. 3. List who your current partners are. These partners 
may include public agencies, community-based organizations, 
after-school programs, national service programs, churches, 
civic groups. They may also include coalitions dedicated to a 
particular goal such as the Campaign for Grade-Level Reading. 
4. Finally, where do you see gaps?

Reflection Three

Reflection Notes

Reflection Notes

What organizations in your community are addressing chronic absence already?

*Additional information can be found on the last page of this guide
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Reflection Four

How do your potential partner’s mission and goals align with yours? What resources do you want 
them to contribute to help you reduce chronic absence?

Reflection Notes

Reflection Five

Pick one audience you hope to engage as a partner. What is the most persuasive reason you can 
give for this organization or group to partner with your school? Please re-state the argument in 
your own words.

Reflection Notes

*Additional information can be found on the last page of this guide
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Reflection Six

Think of partner whom it would be helpful 
to share data with. How can you enlist their 
support?

Reflection Notes

*Additional information can be found on the last page of this guide
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We would like to encourage you to learn more about this issue. 

•	 Count Us In Toolkit 
http://awareness.attendanceworks.org/resources/toolkit/ 

•	 Confidentiality forms for sharing data: http://www.attendanceworks.org/
confidentiality-forms-for-volunteers/  

•	 Making the Case handouts: http://www.attendanceworks.org/tools/for-public-
messaging/making-case/

 

Learn More

http://www.attendanceworks.org/confidentiality-forms-for-volunteers/
http://www.attendanceworks.org/confidentiality-forms-for-volunteers/
http://www.attendanceworks.org/tools/for-public-messaging/making-case/
http://www.attendanceworks.org/tools/for-public-messaging/making-case/
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