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Session Five
Messaging Attendance 

Presentation Description
Module five provides schools and school divisions an overview of key findings 
about parent and care giver perceptions about student attendance and key 
strategies for effective messaging to reduce absenteeism.
 

Participant Goals
•	 Educators, particularly teachers, can identify effective messages about 	
	 attendance and can incorporate them into their interactions with 		
	 families.
•	 Educators will learn why it is important to help parents and students 	
	 understand what constitutes good attendance.
•	 Educators will learn why it is important to help parents and students 	
	 understand that absences add up and impact academic achievement 	
	 from Pre-k – 12th grade. 

Facilitation
Have the participants review the module and reflections. Each reflection is 
designed to help participants further their understanding and learning of key 
concepts, frameworks, and strategies for reducing chronic absence.

Attendance & Truancy Among Virginia Students
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Warm Up - Reflection One

How does your school or school division convey the connection between school attendance and 
academic achievement to families and students? How does your school or division encourage parents 
to track their child’s attendance and absences as part of helping them succeed in school?

 
Warm Up Notes
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Reflection Two

Does your school or division focus chiefly on 
truancy (unexcused absences) or does it emphasize 
how absences of all types can add up to too much 
time missed in the classroom?

Reflection Three

Reflection Notes

Reflection Notes

How can we leverage the fact that all parents want their children to have a better future? 
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Reflection Four

Why do you think that a commonly held 
misunderstanding about the importance of 
attendance in elementary school for student’s 
academic success exists? What can elementary 
school administrators and teachers do to educate 
families about the importance of attendance in 
elementary and middle school?

Reflection Notes

Reflection Five

Another common misunderstanding is the 
impact of sporadic absences. Does your school 
tell parents that sporadic absences add up to 
significant lost instructional time? Describe your 
efforts to encourage parents to track absences.

Reflection Notes
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Reflection Six

Reflection Notes

Why do you think families might think absences are OK 
as long as they’ve given permission? What might help 
parents understand why absences, even when they 
occur with parent permission, can still have an impact 
on learning?

Reflection Seven

List ways that your school or division can reinforce 
good attendance.   

Reflection Notes



Session 5 				           	 Messaging Attendance				         Pg 6 of 9

Reflection Eight

Reflection Nine

How can you take advantage of the willingness 
of parents to take steps to improve attendance? 

Reflection Notes

Given these insights and recommendations, what could you do to help your school or division 
change existing messaging? 

Reflection Notes
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Reflection Ten

Please reflect on a situation where there was a family cultural barrier that contributed to a 
student’s absenteeism. What was the barrier? How did you or your school work to connect with 
the family and resolve the barrier? What worked?

Reflection Notes
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Reflection Eleven

Reflection Notes

Is your entire school community engaged in positive messaging?  Who is not yet on board with this 
idea?  How might they be engaged?

*Additional information can be found on the last page of this guide
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Before moving on with the additional modules, we would like to encourage you to 
learn more about this issue. Specifically, please consider reading/viewing:

•	 Ad Council toolkit (when ready)
•	 Make Every Day Count messaging toolkit:  

	 http://www.attendanceworks.org/tools/for-public-messaging/
•	 Promotional materials:  

	 http://www.attendanceworks.org/tools/schools/promotional-materials/
•	 Attendance: A Community Imperative video: 

 	 http://www.attendanceworks.org/tools/for-public-messaging/			 
	 attendance-community-imperative-video/

Learn More

http://www.attendanceworks.org/tools/for-public-messaging/
http://www.attendanceworks.org/tools/schools/promotional-materials/
http://www.attendanceworks.org/tools/for-public-messaging/attendance-community-imperative-video/ 
http://www.attendanceworks.org/tools/for-public-messaging/attendance-community-imperative-video/ 
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