Virginia Department of Education

Alternative Accreditation Plans for Special Purpose Schools (8 VAC 20-131-330)
Evaluation Criteria

	Criteria 
	Yes
	No
	Limited

	1. The purpose and rationale of the individual accreditation plan justifies the need for an individual alternative accreditation plan.
	
	
	

	2. The characteristics of the student population are clearly defined.
	
	
	

	3. The program of instruction provides all students with opportunities to study a comprehensive curriculum to ensure success in achieving the Standards of Learning.
	
	
	

	4. Strategies used to evaluate student progress include standards-based academic achievement measures.
	
	
	

	5. Students will be taught by highly qualified teachers who meet the Board of Education’s licensure requirements for instructional personnel.
	
	
	

	6. Academic achievement measures must be included that are objective, measurable, and directly related to the mission and purpose of the school.
	
	
	

	7. The plan must include use of statewide assessment student achievement results of English and mathematics.
	
	
	

	8. The plan must meet the testing requirements of the Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia.
	
	
	

	9. The plan must meet the testing requirements in federal law and describe how the school plans to meet “adequate yearly progress” requirements of the federal law.
	
	
	

	10. The plan must provide convincing evidence that all pre-accreditation eligibility criteria (8 VAC 20-131-290) are met for standards in which waivers have not been requested.
	
	
	

	11. The Board will consider whether waivers have been requested for accrediting standards that are not being met, and the rationale for the waivers are clear and appropriate for the mission/purpose of the school.
	
	
	


