COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF AN ALTERNATIVE ACCREDITATION PLAN 
The Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia (8 VAC 20-131-10 et. seq.) set the minimum standards public schools must meet to be accredited by the Board of Education. Accreditation of public schools is required by the Standards of Quality (§§ 22.1-253.13:1 et. seq.).  The annual accrediting cycle for public schools is July 1 through June 30.  This cover sheet, with the supporting documentation, must be submitted to the Department of Education for review and recommendation to the Board at least 90 days prior to August 1 of the school year in which the plan is to be implemented.

8 VAC 20-131-280 of the Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia states (in part):  
Subject to the provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-350, the governing school board of special purpose schools such as those provided for in § 22.1-26 of the Code, Governor’s schools, special education schools, alternative schools, or career and technical schools that serve as the student's school of principal enrollment may seek approval of an alternative accreditation plan from the Board of Education. Schools offering alternative education programs and schools with a graduation cohort of 50 or fewer students as defined by the graduation rate formula adopted by the board may request that the board approve an alternative accreditation plan to meet the graduation and completion index benchmark.  Special purpose schools with alternative accreditation plans shall be evaluated on standards appropriate to the programs offered in the school and approved by the board prior to August 1 of the school year for which approval is requested. Any student graduating from a special purpose school with a Standard, Standard Technical, Advanced Studies, Advanced Technical, or Modified Standard Diploma must meet the requirements prescribed in 8 VAC 20-131-50.
In addition, pursuant to § 22.1-253.13:3 of the Code of Virginia, any school board, on behalf of one or more of its schools, may request the Board of Education for releases from state regulations and for approval of an Individual School Accreditation Plan for the evaluation of the performance of one or more of its schools as authorized for certain other schools by the Standards of Accreditation pursuant to 8 VAC 20-131-280 C of the Virginia Administrative Code.
The Board of Education, in its Guidelines Governing the Implementation of Certain Provisions of the Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia states:
In accordance with the provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-350 of the standards, local school boards may seek waivers of provisions of the standards to address the unique needs of  schools.  Such requests must include documentation of the need for the waiver.  Waiver requests for schools and schools with a graduation cohort of 50 or fewer student will be considered based upon specified criteria. All applications must be submitted to the Board for consideration at least 90 days prior to August 1 of the school year.  Requests for consideration must be accompanied by information that documents the need for approval of the request.  The chair of the local school board and the division superintendent are requested to be in attendance at the Board of Education meeting when the proposal is considered.

We, the undersigned, submit this request for review and approval by the Board of Education and understand that we are expected to appear before the Board to discuss the program and respond to questions raised.
	     
	
	

	Date Approved by the Local School Board
	
	Signature – Chairman of the School Board

	
	
	

	
	
	

	     
	
	

	Submission Date
	
	Signature – Division Superintendent


ALTERNATIVE ACCREDITATION PLAN TEMPLATE 

School Name:
Division Name:

School Address:

Contact Person:

Phone Number:

Email:

Proposed Duration of Plan:

Grade Levels Served:

Number of Students Enrolled by Grade:
1. Explain why the purpose and rationale of the individual accreditation plan justifies the need for an individual alternative accreditation plan.
2. Describe the characteristics of the student population.
3. Describe how the program of instruction provides all students with opportunities to study a comprehensive curriculum to ensure success in achieving the Standards of Learning.
4. Describe the strategies used to evaluate student progress–include standards-based academic achievement measures.
5. Describe how students will be taught by highly qualified teachers who meet the Board of Education’s licensure requirements for instructional personnel.
6. Describe the academic achievement measures that are objective, measurable, and directly related to the mission and purpose of the school.
7. Describe how statewide assessment student achievement results of English and mathematics will be used to support instruction.
8. Describe how the plan meets the testing requirements of the Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia.
9. Describe how the plan meets the testing requirements in federal law and how the school plans to meet “adequate yearly progress” requirements of the federal law.
10. Describe how the plan provides convincing evidence that all pre-accreditation eligibility criteria (8 VAC 20-131-290) are met for standards in which waivers have not been requested.
11. Indicate the waivers requested for accrediting standards that are not being met, and the rationale for these waivers.
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