LEARNING OVERVIEW:  Social Studies

Major goals for this unit:
· Essential Question: How do ideas about rights of people and their relationship to their rulers influence government?
· Enduring Understanding: The American Revolution was inspired by ideas concerning natural rights and political authority, and its successful completion affected people and governments throughout the world for many generations.

	Subject & Grade Level:  Virginia and United States History
	Unit:  Revolutionary Period

	Standard:
VUS.4	The student will demonstrate knowledge of events and issues of the Revolutionary Period by
a)	analyzing how the political ideas of John Locke and those expressed in Common Sense helped shape the Declaration of Independence



[bookmark: _GoBack]
	Essential Understanding/ Knowledge
	Essential Skill



	Remember
	Understand
	Apply
	Analyze
	Evaluate
	Create
	Learning Experience

	The period known as the “Enlightenment” in Europe during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries saw the development of new ideas about the rights of people and their relationship to their rulers. John Locke was an Enlightenment philosopher whose ideas, more than any other’s, influenced the American belief in self-government.
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	Locke wrote the following: All people are free, equal, and have “natural rights” of life, liberty, and property that rulers cannot take away.
	ES: Identify, analyze, and interpret primary and secondary source documents, records, and data to increase understanding of events and life in the United States. (VUS.1a)
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	Locke wrote the following: “All original power resides in the people, and they consent to enter into a “social contract” among themselves to form a government to protect their rights. In return, the people promise to obey the laws and rules established by their government, establishing a system of “ordered liberty.”
	Interpret the significance of excerpts from famous speeches and other documents. (VUS.1h)
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	The period known as the “Enlightenment” in Europe during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries saw the development of new ideas about the rights of people and their relationship to their rulers. John Locke was an Enlightenment philosopher whose ideas, more than any other’s, influenced the American belief in self-government.
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	Locke wrote the following: All people are free, equal, and have “natural rights” of life, liberty, and property that rulers cannot take away.
	ES: Identify, analyze, and interpret primary and secondary source documents, records, and data to increase understanding of events and life in the United States. (VUS.1a)
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	Locke wrote the following: “All original power resides in the people, and they consent to enter into a “social contract” among themselves to form a government to protect their rights. In return, the people promise to obey the laws and rules established by their government, establishing a system of “ordered liberty.”
	Interpret the significance of excerpts from famous speeches and other documents. (VUS.1h)
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	Locke wrote the following: “Government’s powers are limited to those the people have consented to give to it. Whenever government becomes a threat to the people’s natural rights, it breaks the social contract, and the people have the right to alter or overthrow it.”
	Interpret the significance of excerpts from famous speeches and other documents. (VUS.1h)
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	Locke’s ideas about the sovereignty and rights of the people were radical and challenged the centuries-old practice throughout the world of dictatorial rule by kings, emperors, and tribal chieftains.
	Develop perspectives of time and place. (VUS.1d)
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	Thomas Paine was an English immigrant to America who produced a pamphlet known as Common Sense that challenged the rule of the American colonies by the King of England.
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	Common Sense was read and acclaimed by many American colonists during the mid-1700s and contributed to a growing sentiment for independence from Great Britain.
	Develop perspectives of time and place. (VUS.1d)
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	The eventual draft of the Declaration of Independence, authored by Thomas Jefferson of Virginia, reflected the ideas of Locke and Paine.
	Identify, analyze, and interpret primary and secondary source documents, records, and data to increase understanding of events and life in the United States. (VUS.1a)
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	Jefferson wrote: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.
	Interpret the significance of excerpts from famous speeches and other documents. (VUS.1h)
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	Jefferson wrote: “That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.”
	Interpret the significance of excerpts from famous speeches and other documents. (VUS.1h)
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	Jefferson wrote: “That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or abolish it, and to institute new Government….”
	Interpret the significance of excerpts from famous speeches and other documents. (VUS.1h)
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	Jefferson then went on to detail many of the grievances against the King of England that Paine had earlier described in Common Sense.
	Identify, analyze, and interpret primary and secondary source documents, records, and data to increase understanding of events and life in the United States. (VUS.1a)
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