1. What teacher behaviors would indicate that rigor is present in middle level classrooms?

2. What student behaviors would indicate that rigor is present in middle level classrooms?

3. What student and teacher behaviors demonstrate that skillful teaching is occurring in middle level classrooms?

4. Finally, how can we measure academic rigor by questioning students?  What questions do we need to ask?
· Personalized learning begins with individual interests so that each student becomes engaged in learning. 

· Personalized schools promote the achievement of standards for all students.
· Teachers get to know each student’s strengths, weakness, and interests.
· With the school’s support, students become self-directed learners who can use learning to manage their lives.
· Adults in the school model and benefit from stronger professional and student relationships.
· Students learn to set goals and measure success for themselves against common standards.
· Reaching all students depends on reaching each one. 

(adapted from DiMartino, 2001, p. 19).

What expectations do you have for your teachers from now through the SOL tests?
    “           “             “     “      “     “     “          “         after the SOL tests?

Do the teachers know what the expectations are?

Are the expectations the same in every classroom?

Has the rigor improved in the classrooms that were lacking on our prior observations?

What % of the students do you expect to pass the SOL tests?

Lou Holtz:  Can I trust you?  Do you care about me as a person?  Are you committed to excellence?  Do you cut corners?      

