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Statewide results on mathematics and reading SOL tests were analyzed to determine specific content for which overall student performance was weak or inconsistent.  The presentations provide examples of SOL content identified by this analysis.  Example items are not meant to mimic questions used on the SOL tests.  Instead, they are intended to provide educators with further insight into the concepts that challenged students statewide.

Division contractors can use this information to target assistance for school divisions in the area of need as indicated by school performance data from the SOL assessments and the academic review findings.

Note:  Only the standard number and challenge area are highlighted below as in the Student Performance Analysis PowerPoint presentations.   For a complete listing of the standard, please see the Standards of Learning Curriculum Framework.

	Content Area:  Reading Grade 3

	Standard/Challenge Area
	Challenges and examples

	3.4b/ Use affixes and antonyms
	· Use word analysis strategies to expand vocabulary
· Use varied prefix/suffix examples
· Understanding the use of antonyms/opposite meanings with and without sentences for context clues
· Practice with more than four answer choices (hot spot simulation)
[image: ]               [image: ]

	3.5c/ Read and demonstrate comprehension of a variety of fictional texts to make predictions
	· Utilize texts with more complex story lines to make predictions
Suggestions:
· What will most likely happen . . .?
· In the future, ____ will most likely . . .
· What will ____ do after . . . ?
· At the end of the story, _____ will most likely . . .
· If this story continued, which of these would most likely happen next?

	3.5d/ Read and demonstrate comprehension of a variety of fictional texts to compare & contrast settings, characters, and events
	· Compare elements of a story rather than simply identifying
· Compare feelings at the beginning and end of a story
· Practice with TEI simulated questions
[image: ]

	3.5g/ Use fictional texts to draw conclusions
3.6e/ Use nonfiction texts to draw conclusions
	· Use more complex texts
· Vary genre
· Practice drawing conclusions with a variety of texts
· Use suggested questions provided in SOL Analysis presentation
Suggestions:
Why does ___ want . . . ?                                                      Why is  ____ used in the recipe?
____ most likely did this because he . . .                         The reader can tell that…
Based on the story, why does . . . ?                                  Which paragraph shows that . . .? 
The author repeated ____ in the story to show that . . .
Which step in the instructions is most important to . . . ?
Which supplies are needed to complete steps __ through __?



	3.6a/ Use of nonfiction texts to identify author’s purpose
	· Go beyond the 3 purposes listed in the curriculum framework (entertain, inform, persuade); understand there are other purposes for nonfiction text
· Use article parts and whole articles for practice
Suggestions:
The author wrote the information in the box at the end of  the flier to . . . 
The author included paragraph 5 most likely to tell . . . 
The author wrote this article most likely to . . . 

	3.6d/ Use of nonfiction texts to ask and answer questions about what is read
	· Practice with asking questions from specific sections of a text
· Use a variety of non-fiction texts (fliers, articles, recipes, reference texts, and more)
[image: ]

	3.6g/ Use nonfiction texts to identify the main idea
	· Distinguish between main idea and detail statements
· Use prior knowledge to comprehend main idea
[image: ]

	3.6h/ Use nonfiction texts to identify supporting details
	· Understand the concepts of main idea and supporting details
· Distinguish between important and less important details
· Practice re-reading sections as necessary to answer questions about details
· Simulate TEI questions
[image: ]


For the complete PowerPoint presentation and additional examples, please visit:
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/performance_analysis/index.shtml.
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Suggested Practice for SOL 3.4b

Students need additional practice using antonyms.

Which two words have opposite meanings?

‘empty, hollow

s is another approach to assessing the understanding of antonyms. Sometimes the word "antonym” s used in the question; other times the.
phase "opposite meaning” Is used. Students encounter ncreased rigor i this tem because there are more than four paired choice. In order to
select the correct pi,students mast frst analyz th relationships of the two words. The correct answer s shown on the screen.
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A student asks this question after reading the flier.

When will the names of the winners be announced?

Which section of the flier answers this question?
a) Who can enter the contest?
b) What are the contest dates?

L)

For this example, suppose the students have just read a fiier with different sections describing a drawing contest from a local restaurant.
Students are being asked to name the section of the flier that answers a given question. The answer is shown on the screen.
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Based on the article, complete this web.

Make sure
visitors are
safe,

Teach
visitors.

Museum Workers
Volunteer Firefighters
Park Rangers
Security Guards
Hotel Staff

Lock the
gatesat
night

For this example, suppose the students have just read an article and are asked to complete a web. Then the students are asked to identify the
main idea of the article by filling in the missing title of a web, as shown on the screen. This example is similar in format to some of the
technology-enhanced items students may encounter while taking the Grade 3 Reading assessment. After carefully considering all of the supporting
details found in the outer circles of the web, the student should be able to identify the main idea of the article, whichis also the title of the web.
Students are to set aside prior knowledge and experiences and select the answer based on the information given in the article. The answer is
shown on the screen.
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For this example, reference the 2007 Grade 3 Reading Released
Test, page 12, to view the passage, A Fishy Dessert:

Complete the steps used to make the dessert. Use sentences

fromthe given list.

1. Putthe JELL-Oiin the glasses.

2. Add the fruit strips to the JELL-O.

3. Push the marshmallows into the
JELL-O.

4. Put the Goldfish in the JELL-O.

,.| 5. Put graham cracker crumbs on top.

Coolthe JELL-O in the refrigerator.

Add the fruit strips to the JELL-O.
Open the boxes of JELL-O.

Putthe Goldfish in the JELL-O.

Add water to the JELL-0. |

Here is another example to practice the skills of SOL 3.6h. This example pertains to a passage from the 2007 Grade 3 Reading Released Test, on
page 12, titled A Aishy Dessert.

In this sample item, students need to read the recipe closely to correctly sequence the steps to make the dessert. Oftentimes, items testing detail
may require that students re-read a section. In order to correctly answer this item, students need to place the answer choices in the correct
location. The answers are shown on the screen.

Side 23 of ceheme | [





image1.png
e YT

e -
B ) = “usntea T Lmor o | e
# Jromars | . oo (B @S A A) EE AW B omeresmee| & 3 et | [y s~

y Suggested Practice for SOL 3.4b
Students need additional practice using affixes.
Joseph is very lon
In which word is —ly used the same as it s in lonely?
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