 (
2013 Student Performance Analysis                                               
                                        
Guidance for Office of School Improvement Division Contractors
2014
)
Statewide results on mathematics and reading SOL tests were analyzed to determine specific content for which overall student performance was weak or inconsistent.  The presentations provide examples of SOL content identified by this analysis.  Example items are not meant to mimic questions used on the SOL tests.  Instead, they are intended to provide educators with further insight into the concepts that challenged students statewide.

Division contractors can use this information to target assistance for school divisions in the area of need as indicated by school performance data from the SOL assessments and the academic review findings.

Note:  Only the standard number and challenge area are highlighted below as in the Student Performance Analysis PowerPoint presentations.   For a complete listing of the standard, please see the Standards of Learning Curriculum Framework.

	Content Area:  Reading Grade 4

	Standard/Challenge Area
	Challenges and examples

	4.4a/ Use context to clarify meanings of unfamiliar words
	· Using context clues of words
· Employ various instructional strategies to determine meanings to words (substitution is only one strategy)
· Use unfamiliar vocabulary terms to teach context clues
 Example: One day Sarah was drawing with her new set of colored pencils, but then she remembered that she had not finished cleaning her room. Sarah knew her mom would be disappointed, so she decided to complete the task.
In this paragraph, the word task means-     a)  a plan      b)  a job      c)  an activity   d)  an interest

	4.4b/ Use knowledge of affixes and homophones
	· Practice with various prefixes and suffixes
· Include examples with more than one answer (hot spot simulation)
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	4.4c/ Use word-reference materials
	· Alphabetizing to the 4th and 5th letters for similar words
· Analyze lists of words to determine if they would appear on a page in the dictionary
· Correctly order words
· Practice with multiple answers, such as listing words in the correct order
[image: ]

	4.5b/ Describe how the choice of language, setting, characters, and information contributes to the author’s purpose
	· Correctly interpret why authors include certain language, setting, and characters in a selection 
· Select from a list of choices
Suggestions:
How does the information in the paragraph help identify the setting?
Where does the story take place?
The author includes this information to show—
Why does the author include paragraph ___?



	4.6c/ Use nonfiction text to explain the author’s purpose
	· Explain author’s purpose with scientific and historical texts
· Use various nonfiction texts (brochures, fliers, web pages, recipes, directions)
· Interpret purpose from an entire text or sections of text
· Explore various options for purpose beyond to inform, to entertain, or to persuade
· Consider all information in the answer options provided
Suggestions:
The author uses a question in the heading to—
The author wrote this webpage most likely to— 
What is the main reason the author wrote this flier? 

	4.5c/ Use fictional texts, narrative nonfiction texts, and poetry to identify main idea
4.6d/ Use nonfiction texts to identify main idea
	· Additional practice with fiction and nonfiction texts to determine main idea
· Determine what the paragraph is mostly about
· Use graphic organizers (i.e. webs, charts) to identify main idea when supporting details are provided
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	4.5d/  Use fictional texts, narrative nonfiction texts, and poetry to summarize supporting details
4.6e/ use nonfiction texts to summarize supporting details
	· Use of graphic organizers to summarize supporting details (i.e. flowchart, web)
· Decipher between more important and less important details
· Select from a list of details to select the main supporting details
[image: ]

	4.5e/  Use fictional texts, narrative nonfiction texts, and poetry to identify main idea to identify the problem and solution
	· Find problems and solutions in fictional texts
· Identify when a problem is first realized by recognizing context clues (words such as “because”)
Suggestions:
What problem does ____ solve with  _____’s help?
How does ____ finally solve the problem?
Which sentences identify the problem in the story?
What is the main problem?
Which question identifies the problem in the story?  

	4.5j/  Use fictional texts, narrative nonfiction texts, and poetry to identify cause and effect relationships
4.6g/ Use nonfiction texts to distinguish between cause and effect
	· Use key words to help determine cause/effect in fictional text
· Complete graphic organizers to show cause/effect (i.e. charts)
· Use selected portions of more rigorous texts (i.e. poems)
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For the complete PowerPoint presentation and additional examples, please visit:
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/performance_analysis/index.shtml.
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In which words does un- mean the same as it does
in unhappy?

Josh was unhappy when his sister went to the movie
without him.





