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Statewide results on mathematics and reading SOL tests were analyzed to determine specific content for which overall student performance was weak or inconsistent.  The presentations provide examples of SOL content identified by this analysis.  Example items are not meant to mimic questions used on the SOL tests.  Instead, they are intended to provide educators with further insight into the concepts that challenged students statewide.

Division contractors can use this information to target assistance for school divisions in the area of need as indicated by school performance data from the SOL assessments and the academic review findings.

Note:  Only the standard number and challenge area are highlighted below as in the Student Performance Analysis Power Point presentations.   For a complete listing of the standard, please see the Standards of Learning Curriculum Framework.

	Content Area:  Reading Grade 5

	Standard/Challenge Area
	Challenges and examples

	5.4a/ Use context to clarify meanings of unfamiliar words and phrases
	· Use context clues to determine word meaning
· Identify context clues to help determine the meanings of words
· Use rigorous vocabulary words
· Practice using answers with multiple correct answers
[image: ]

	5.4c/ Use knowledge of roots, affixes, synonyms, antonyms
	· Use of various strategies to determine meanings of unfamiliar words (prefixes, suffixes)
Suggestions:
Select the word with a root that means “_____ .”
Which two words are antonyms for _____ ?
What does the suffix (-x) mean in the word _____ ?
In which word does the prefix (x-) have the same meaning 
as it does in the word _____ ?

	5.4d/ Identify author’s use of figurative language
	· Use of answer choices presented in a variety of ways
· Prior knowledge of simile and metaphor to determine use of figurative language
· Identify words or phrases used to create a figurative image
[image: ]

	5.5c/ Use fictional texts, narrative nonfiction, and poetry to describe the development of plot and explain the resolution of conflict(s)
	· Identify the most important problem to develop the plot in a selection where more than one conflict is present
[image: ]

	5.5h/ Summarize supporting details from text
	· Use graphic organizers to summarize details
· Select the best/most important information for a summary
[image: ]



	5.5i/ Draw conclusions and make inferences from text
	· Exposure to more rigorous fiction, narrative nonfiction and poetry
· Use questioning techniques to draw conclusions and make inferences
[image: ]

	5.5j/ Identify cause and effect relationships
	· Know the difference between cause and effect and sequence
· Use graphic organizers to identify cause and effect
· Vary strategies of questions to identify more than one cause for a given effect and likewise more than one effect of a given cause
[image: ]

	5.6d/ Identify the main idea of nonfiction texts
	· Exposure to scientific or  historical passages with increased rigor
· Use graphic organizers (i.e. web, chart) to identify main idea
· Vary examples of nonfiction (i.e. brochures, web pages, flyers, portions of text)
· Use of drag and drop examples and multiple choice
[image: ]

	5.6e/ Summarize supporting details in nonfiction texts
	· Use graphic organizers to determine supporting details of text
· Determine the most important details of a selection
[image: ]

	5.6f/ Identify structural patterns found in nonfiction
	· Distinguish between cause/effect, comparison/contrast, problem/solution, and chronological order
[image: ]

	5.6h/ identify cause and effect relationships following transition words signaling a pattern
	· Use graphic organizers to determine cause and effect
· Understand a cause may have more than one effect
Suggestions:
What caused _____ to _____ ?
Which event happened because _____ ?
Why does _____ ?  


For the complete Power Point presentation and additional examples, please visit:
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/performance_analysis/index.shtml.

 (
1
)

image2.png
Which phrase in this sentence is an example of figurative:
language?

he rain laughed] against the window, reminding Cecil that

his trp to the 200 was cancelled.
Which two words in this sentence are used figuratively?

Ina dish on the table, the candy was
of -





image3.png
n Victoriawalked toward the inchroom,shereaized $'d forgatien omething
impertant -ha book eport, She cauldpcture it siting on the Kitchen table,where.
e had lf it 0 remind erseShe ad sven writen hrsel anote and stk t o
the bathroom miror o luck.She hadforgottenthe mst important sssgnmentof
thewhle year

‘The author includes this paragraph to establish the -

resolution  setting main idea





image4.png
[—





image5.png
Suggested Practice for SOL 5.5i
Students need additional practice drawing conclusions and
making inferences from text.

Why does Captain Crewe make “his voice seem as cheerful as
possible”?

What words or phrases help the reader infer that the settingis
not a place for children?

What can the reader infer about Miss Minchin from the
description of the setting?

What words best describes how Sara feels about Miss
Minchin? iy
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