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Statewide results on mathematics and reading SOL tests were analyzed to determine specific content for which overall student performance was weak or inconsistent.  The presentations provide examples of SOL content identified by this analysis.  Example items are not meant to mimic questions used on the SOL tests.  Instead, they are intended to provide educators with further insight into the concepts that challenged students statewide.

Division contractors can use this information to target assistance for school divisions in the area of need as indicated by school performance data from the SOL assessments and the academic review findings.

Note:  Only the standard number and challenge area are highlighted below as in the Student Performance Analysis PowerPoint presentations.   For a complete listing of the standard, please see the Standards of Learning Curriculum Framework.

	Content Area:  Reading Grade 6

	Standard/Challenge Area
	Challenges and examples

	6.4b/ Use roots, cognates, affixes, synonyms, and antonyms to expand vocabulary
	· Use of more complex sentence structures
· Use of poetry, paired reading texts and more nonfiction
· Practice questions with multiple answers for synonyms and antonyms
· Use prefixes and suffixes to expand vocabulary
[image: ]

	6.4c/ Use context and sentence structure to determine meanings and differentiate between multiple meanings of words
	· Identify meanings of vocabulary words using context clues
· Identify the context clues that help identify word meaning
· Use of increasingly more rigorous and unfamiliar vocabulary terms
· Identify multiple answers for a questions (TEI simulation)
[image: ]

	6.5a/ In fictional texts, identify the elements of narrative structure, including conflict
	· Identify the most important conflict to the plot when more than one conflict is present in a selection
[image: ]

	6.5c/ Describe how word choice and imagery contribute to the meaning of a text
	· Selecting clues (imagery words and phrases) left by an author to make meaning of the text
[image: ]



	6.5j/ Identify and analyze author’s use of figurative language
	· Use of more rigorous fictional selections (poetry, portions of a poem)
· Identify figurative language and decide what is being compared
· Use of metaphor, hyperbole
[image: ]

	6.6a/ In nonfiction texts, use text structures such as type, headings, and graphics to predict and categorize information in both print and digital texts
	· Use of informational text from scientific or historical works
· Use of various forms of nonfiction text (web pages, brochures, recipes, directions, flyers)
· Use of text structures to categorize information or create titles
[image: ]

	6.6e/ Draw conclusions and make inferences based on explicit and implied information
	· Make inferences based on information from a given selection
· Draw conclusions from explicit information 

Suggestions:
How would this event have been different if _____ ?
The reader may best conclude that _____.
This webpage would most benefit someone who ______.
What does the author most likely believe about this topic/subject?

	6.6f/ Differentiate between fact and opinion
	· Recognize that facts can be proven
· Differentiate between facts and opinions in the same sentence
· Look at the entire statement to determine if a statement is a fact

Examples: 
Which statement based on the recipe presents a fact about the dessert? The recipe calls for less cinnamon than sugar, and salt is used the least. 
Which sentence from the flier is an opinion? The 87% student participation in our Read-a-thon last year was not impressive enough.

	6.6h/ Summarize supporting details
	· Use graphic organizers to select supporting details of a selection to support the main ideas
· Practice selecting  supporting details from multiple paragraphs across a selection
[image: ]


For the complete PowerPoint presentation and additional examples, please visit:
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/performance_analysis/index.shtml.
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Louise seemed immersed in the leson, taking notes while her
teacher explained the topic and asking questions when she
wanted more information.

In this sentence, which words or phrases help define
the word immersed?
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What s the main conflict in this paragraph?

Aaron has to decide whether to return the homework pass or keep it for himself.

Bailey loses her homework pass because she is distracted walking to the bus.

‘Aaron has to return the homework pass, although Bailey was not careful with it.

Bailey loses her homework pass, and then she drops her lunchbox.
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Aaron ooked t the homework pass in his hand, then at Baily quickly
walking away. Baily stoppad  fow times o got a bette grip on the lunchbox
and nstrument case she carried and to adjust her backpack, which was
hanging open. Aaron thought Bailey would not notice the missing homework
pass untilshe was already on the bus. s Aaron moved the erumpled paper]
[ e i s st toward is pocket, o sighed ke a deflating baloon.
Tooked at Bailey agan. She had dropped her funchbox and was collecting the
empty containars that had rolled out. Aaron fel his grp on the homework
pass loosen as he began walking toward her.

Which sentence best shows that Aaron is hesitant to return
Bailey’s homework pass?





image5.png
Trom The ridge by Henry Wadswarth Longillow™

And like those waters rushing
Among the wooden piers,

Aflood of thoughts came o'er me
‘That filled my eyes with tears.

In this stanza, how are the waters and thoughts alike?
Sample answers: they can't be controlled, they move quickly,
they are powerful
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Rocks recontinsllychanging. Wind andwater wear ther down and carry bit of
rock away;thein particles accumulatein lako or oean and harden o rock
Sgain. The kdest rock thathas ver boun found i mre than 3.9 bion year ok

Which is the best heading for this paragraph?

Rocks Tl the Story of the Earth Types of Rocks that Change

Tiny Particles Make the Earth Identifyinga Rock's Age
‘Why Scientists Study Earth's Rocks
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Darrian decided tocultivate his musica abilty by practicing
s trumpet each ight and trying to play more dificult songs.

Which two words are synonyms of cultivate as it s used in this

ponder contact document





