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Statewide results on mathematics and reading SOL tests were analyzed to determine specific content for which overall student performance was weak or inconsistent.  The presentations provide examples of SOL content identified by this analysis.  Example items are not meant to mimic questions used on the SOL tests.  Instead, they are intended to provide educators with further insight into the concepts that challenged students statewide.

Division contractors can use this information to target assistance for school divisions in the area of need as indicated by school performance data from the SOL assessments and the academic review findings.

Note:  Only the standard number and challenge area are highlighted below as in the Student Performance Analysis PowerPoint presentations.   For a complete listing of the standard, please see the Standards of Learning Curriculum Framework.

	Content Area:  Reading Grade 7

	Standard/Challenge Area
	Challenges and examples

	7.4b/ Determine the meanings of unfamiliar words using roots, affixes, and antonyms
	· Use of poetry, paired reading passages, and nonfiction texts
· Use of complex sentence structures and vocabulary
· Emphasis of a  root to understand what a word means
· Understand what a word means when an affix is added
· Selecting antonyms from complex words and more rigorous vocabulary
· Selecting more than one answer for a question
· Understanding the meaning of an affix 
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Suggestions:
The root word in ___ means . . . .
The word ___ comes from the root meaning. . . .
In which word does the prefix (___) have the same 
meaning as it does in ___?
Which suffix, when added to the root word (___ ), means ____?





	7.5g/ Use of fictional texts, narrative nonfiction and poetry to make inferences and draw conclusions
7.6/ Use of nonfiction texts to draw conclusions and make inferences on explicit and implied information
	· Use of answer choices that are strong distracters
· Think beyond explicit information in a story (details, author’s choice, description, emotions, etc)
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Suggestions:
Which sentence from the story best shows that (insert character’s name) is (insert emotion)?
Which sentence from the story (or article) best supports that . . . ?
Why does the author include the details in paragraph (insert paragraph number)?
At the beginning of the poem, how does the speaker most likely feel about ....?
Which detail from the story (or article) best indicates . . . ?
The introduction of the story (or article) supports the idea that . . . . 
This sentence from the story (or article) implies that. . . . .
Why does the author include the detail about . . . ?

	7.5i) Use of fictional texts, narrative nonfiction, and poetry to summarize text relating supporting details
7.6i) Use of nonfiction texts to summarize text identifying supporting details
	· Practice with texts with more complex sentence structures and vocabulary
· Distinguish between summary and detail statements
· Focus on succinct  summary statements
· Identify answers that do “NOT” belong
· Use of TEI answer choices
[image: ]

Suggestions:
Which is the best summary of paragraph (insert number)?
Which is the best summary of the story (or article)?
Which information should be included in a summary of the story (or article)?
Which detail is most important to include in a summary of the story (or article)?
Which statement best summarizes stanza (insert number)?
In the section (insert title), the author discusses . . . . 
Which important detail should be added to the website (or flier, brochure, etc.)?
A summary of the article should include a fact about . . .


	7.6g) Use of  nonfiction texts to describe how word choice and language structure convey an author’s viewpoint
	· Consider different viewpoints of a story

Suggestions:
Which phrases from the article best demonstrate the
author’s attitude toward . . . ?
Which set of words from the webpage   
(article/brochure/flier) best implies that . . . ?
The author’s word choice in the section (insert title) is 
best described as . . . .
Which words in the excerpt show that the author is  . . . ?



For the complete PowerPoint presentation and additional examples, please visit:
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/performance_analysis/index.shtml.
 (
1
)

image2.png
Although he was eager, Lous raille found the readingsystem or the blindaresl
challane. At thetime, booksfor the blind were made by forming th ettrs
the aiphabet from copperwir, Thes etters were pressed nt the paper,lsving
sed impression of theetter onthe paper's other sds. Thebind student
Couldthen resd by feling the ised laters. 8uteven though they were rised,
iferentisting betweenthe tterswas intrcate and tima-consumin.
Consoquentlyvery few raised-print books were svaable
tedioustamake.

cause they were

[ —





image3.png
Using words or phrases from the I
word and the meaning of the affix.
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If Don does not ride the bus home, | understand that |
must make arrangements to have him picked up from
school by 5:00 PM.

Adding the suffix —-ment to the word arrange creates the
meaning-

a) one who will arrange

5

c) the ability to arrange o
I4 d) a place for arranging items
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For this example, reference the 2011 Grade 7 Reading Released Test,
page 12, to view the passage, Saving Books n’ More:

The author assumes th reader lraady knows that--
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]

e
d) store owners rly on children to help them
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Forthis example, reference the 2011 Grade 7 Reading Released Test, page
20,to view the passags, Let’s Go Fly a Kite:

Which note does NOT belong in these student’s notes
about the kite-flying event?

Kite-Flying Event
*Watchthe kite-flying demonstrations—
+Participate in kite-flying competitions
+Join the PTO in order to participate
~Listen to a kite presentation
“Learn how to build a box kite
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The word neutral comes from a Latin root meaning
“neither.” In which statement are Amy’s actions most
accurately called neutral?

a) Amywants her friend's favorite team to win.
b) Amy cheers whenever the losing team scores a

oint.
<) (Amy hopes the most talented team wi

d) Amysupports the home team.





