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Statewide results on mathematics and reading SOL tests were analyzed to determine specific content for which overall student performance was weak or inconsistent.  The presentations provide examples of SOL content identified by this analysis.  Example items are not meant to mimic questions used on the SOL tests.  Instead, they are intended to provide educators with further insight into the concepts that challenged students statewide.

Division contractors can use this information to target assistance for school divisions in the area of need as indicated by school performance data from the SOL assessments and the academic review findings.

Note:  Only the standard number and challenge area are highlighted below as in the Student Performance Analysis PowerPoint presentations.   For a complete listing of the standard, please see the Standards of Learning Curriculum Framework.

	Content Area:  Reading Grade 8

	Standard/Challenge Area
	Challenges and examples

	8.4b/ Extend vocabulary development by using context to determine meaning
	· Use of poetry, paired reading and nonfiction texts
· Use of complex sentence structure
· Using context clues for words above grade level
· Use of substitution strategies, as well as many other instructional strategies for using context clues
· Use examples with multiple correct answers
[image: ]

	8.4d/ Use dictionaries and thesauruses to determine definition, etymology
	· Understand what etymology is and identify in a dictionary or thesaurus for a given word
[image: ]

	8.5b/ Use of fictional texts to make inferences and draw conclusions and implied information;
8.6b/ Use nonfiction texts make inferences and draw conclusions and implied information
	· Use selected paragraphs or entire text to use implied information to draw conclusions
· Use prior knowledge to draw conclusions
Suggestions:
[image: ]Which two qualities are important . . . ?
Which sentence best explains . . . ?
Both selections would be most helpful in describing . . . .
In the selection, what does ____ mean by . . . ?
Which statement may be inferred from the article?
The reader may conclude that . . . 
What might a person experience when . . . ?
The author assumes the reader already knows that . ..



	8.5c/ Use of fictional texts to explain how authors use characters, conflict, point of view, voice, and tone
	· Understand how authors use resolution, initiating events, climax, and internal conflict to create meaning
· Use complex analysis of how characters resolve conflicts and points of view
Suggestions:
Which characters influenced . . . ?
Which event marks the resolution?
Which is the initiating event in the story?
Which event is presented as the climax of the story?
What internal conflict is presented in this story?
Both (insert character’s name) and the poem’s speaker convey a sense of . . . .

	8.5h/ Use of fictional texts to identify the main idea;
8.6/ Use of nonfiction texts to identify the main idea
	· Derive an implied main idea from the details of the passage
· Use reading passages with sophisticated vocabulary and multiple events
Suggestions:
The implied main idea is . . . .
An implied main idea of the selection is . . . .
Which sentence states the main idea of paragraphs __?
What is the main idea of paragraph ___?

	8.5i/ Use of fictional texts to summarize text relating supporting details;
8.6h/ Use of nonfiction texts to summarize the text identifying supporting details
	· Differentiate between details and summary statements
· Focus on succinct summary statements
· Use of open-ended or multiple choice answers
· Use of graphic organizers, i.e. asking for a heading to a list
Suggestions:
Which sentence is the best summary of paragraph __?
Which sentence is the best summary of the selection?
Which information should be included in a summary of . . . ?
Which three details should be included in a summary of . . .? 
Which detail is NOT essential to a summary of the article?
Which detail is most (or least) important to include in a summary of the article?

	8.6e/ Use of nonfiction texts to analyze details for relevance
	· Analyze details of a selection to determine relevance and accuracy
· Select answers that are “NOT” supporting details when asked in that form
[image: ]

	8.6j/ Use of nonfiction texts to identify cause and effect relationships
	· Use of nonfiction materials such as brochures, directions, websites
· Use of more complex reading materials, particularly scientific and historical information
· Use of TEI questions to complete graphic organizers
· Understand causes can have more than one effect and effects can have more than one cause
[image: ]



For the complete PowerPoint presentation and additional examples, please visit:
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/performance_analysis/index.shtml.
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pro-file (proh-fahyl) n. 1. A side view of an object. 2. An outline. 3.
Degree of exposure to public notice. 4. A brief biographical essay.
5. A graph, table, or list of scores representing the extent to which
aperson, field, o object exhibits various tested characteristics or
tendencies (Italian prof (f) ilo, noun derivative of profilare to

| delineate, outline)

<

In this dictionary entry, profile comes from a word meaning -
Aside view of an object
An outline
Degree of exposure
Abrief biographical essay
A graph, table, or list of scores
. o delineate, outline
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Jack wanted to take a guitar class at school, but he
knew his mother would not let him since he was
already learning to play the violin.

The author assumes the reader already knows that
a) children require limits

b) music lessons are rewarding

©) studying music requires dedication

I d) (Tearning two things at once can be confusing .
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Forthis example, reference the 2007 Grade § Reading Released Test, page 4,
toview the passage, A Magical Experience

d) 1o was challonged by the trainers
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Complete the cause-effect chart.

CAUSE: The rainforest s beginning

todisappear.
EFFECT:
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After seeing a movie preview full of adventure, action,
and special effects, many people rushed to see the
movie but were disappointed by its mediocrity.

Select the phrases that define mediocrity as used in
this sentence.

difference from reality

neither good or bad

lack of enthusiasm

careless construction





