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SOL English ResourcesSOL English ResourcesSOL English ResourcesSOL English Resources
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Enhanced Scope and SequenceEnhanced Scope and SequenceEnhanced Scope and SequenceEnhanced Scope and Sequencep qp qp qp q
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Reading Reading Reading Reading 
Fiction and NonfictionFiction and NonfictionFiction and NonfictionFiction and Nonfiction

•• Standards at each grade address reading fiction Standards at each grade address reading fiction 
d fi tid fi ti

•• Standards at each grade address reading fiction Standards at each grade address reading fiction 
d fi tid fi tiand nonfictionand nonfiction

•• Nonfiction emphasizes text structures andNonfiction emphasizes text structures and

and nonfictionand nonfiction

•• Nonfiction emphasizes text structures andNonfiction emphasizes text structures and•• Nonfiction emphasizes text structures and Nonfiction emphasizes text structures and 
organizational patternsorganizational patterns

•• Nonfiction emphasizes text structures and Nonfiction emphasizes text structures and 
organizational patternsorganizational patterns

•• Both emphasize making inferences and drawing Both emphasize making inferences and drawing 
conclusions based on explicit and implied conclusions based on explicit and implied 
informationinformation

•• Both emphasize making inferences and drawing Both emphasize making inferences and drawing 
conclusions based on explicit and implied conclusions based on explicit and implied 
informationinformationinformationinformation

•• Differentiate between fact and opinionDifferentiate between fact and opinion

informationinformation

•• Differentiate between fact and opinionDifferentiate between fact and opinion
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Nonfiction Text FeaturesNonfiction Text FeaturesNonfiction Text FeaturesNonfiction Text Features

BoldfaceBoldface 

Italics

Color

Captions

H di & S bh diHeadings & Subheadings

Graphics
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Nonfiction Reading StrategiesNonfiction Reading StrategiesNonfiction Reading StrategiesNonfiction Reading Strategies

Ch l i l• Chronological or 
Sequential

• Comparison –
Contrast

Organizational 

Contrast
• Cause – Effect
• Problem – Solution
• Enumeration orPatterns Enumeration or 

Listing
• Concept – Definition
• Spatial Layoutp y
• Classification
• Order of Importance
• Question – Answer
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ReflectReflectReflectReflect

Think-Talk-Text What are some steps you can What are some steps you can 
take to support the emphasis ontake to support the emphasis ontake to support the emphasis on take to support the emphasis on 
nonfiction text?nonfiction text?
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Reading Resources & PrioritiesReading Resources & PrioritiesReading Resources & PrioritiesReading Resources & Priorities
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TextText--Dependent Question SamplesDependent Question SamplesTextText--Dependent Question SamplesDependent Question Samplesp pp pp pp p

TextText--Dependent Questions:Dependent Questions:TextText--Dependent Questions:Dependent Questions:

•• Do not ask students about their prior Do not ask students about their prior pp
experience or feelings on a subjectexperience or feelings on a subject

•• Rely on explicit or implied information from Rely on explicit or implied information from 
the textthe text

Samples provide a model for teachers to develop their own.
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TextText--Dependent QuestionsDependent QuestionsTextText--Dependent QuestionsDependent Questions
Middle SchoolMiddle School-- The Monkey’s PawThe Monkey’s Paw

•• What mood is created in the first nine paragraphs?What mood is created in the first nine paragraphs? List sixList six

Middle SchoolMiddle School-- The Monkey’s PawThe Monkey’s Paw

•• What mood is created in the first nine paragraphs?What mood is created in the first nine paragraphs? List sixList six•• What mood is created in the first nine paragraphs?  What mood is created in the first nine paragraphs?  List six List six 
words from the paragraphs that support your answer. words from the paragraphs that support your answer. 

O th fO th f Th M k ’ PTh M k ’ P l d dl d d R dR d

•• What mood is created in the first nine paragraphs?  What mood is created in the first nine paragraphs?  List six List six 
words from the paragraphs that support your answer. words from the paragraphs that support your answer. 

O th fO th f Th M k ’ PTh M k ’ P l d dl d d R dR d•• One theme of One theme of The Monkey’s PawThe Monkey’s Paw revolves around greed.  revolves around greed.  Read Read 
or watch the or watch the speechspeech on greed from the movie on greed from the movie Wall StreetWall Street.  .  
Draw a Venn diagram to compare and contrast the ideas Draw a Venn diagram to compare and contrast the ideas 
presented in the short story and the speechpresented in the short story and the speech

•• One theme of One theme of The Monkey’s PawThe Monkey’s Paw revolves around greed.  revolves around greed.  Read Read 
or watch the or watch the speechspeech on greed from the movie on greed from the movie Wall StreetWall Street.  .  
Draw a Venn diagram to compare and contrast the ideas Draw a Venn diagram to compare and contrast the ideas 
presented in the short story and the speechpresented in the short story and the speechpresented in the short story and the speech. presented in the short story and the speech. 

•• Research examplesResearch examples in history, life, or literature of people for in history, life, or literature of people for 
h d i d th t hh d i d th t h U i thU i th

presented in the short story and the speech. presented in the short story and the speech. 

•• Research examplesResearch examples in history, life, or literature of people for in history, life, or literature of people for 
h d i d th t hh d i d th t h U i thU i thwhom greed or money gain caused them to change.  whom greed or money gain caused them to change.  Using the Using the 

information from the research, write a persuasive essay information from the research, write a persuasive essay 
supporting your opinion of whether money gain/greed is good supporting your opinion of whether money gain/greed is good 
or bador bad

whom greed or money gain caused them to change.  whom greed or money gain caused them to change.  Using the Using the 
information from the research, write a persuasive essay information from the research, write a persuasive essay 
supporting your opinion of whether money gain/greed is good supporting your opinion of whether money gain/greed is good 
or bador bad
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TextText--Dependent QuestionsDependent QuestionsTextText--Dependent QuestionsDependent Questions
High School High School –– Occurrence at Owl Creek BridgeOccurrence at Owl Creek Bridge

Is Ambrose Bierce s mpathetic to the Union or theIs Ambrose Bierce s mpathetic to the Union or the

High School High School –– Occurrence at Owl Creek BridgeOccurrence at Owl Creek Bridge

Is Ambrose Bierce s mpathetic to the Union or theIs Ambrose Bierce s mpathetic to the Union or the•• Is Ambrose Bierce sympathetic to the Union or the Is Ambrose Bierce sympathetic to the Union or the 
Confederacy?  Confederacy?  Cite specific phrases to support your responseCite specific phrases to support your response.  .  

•• Is Ambrose Bierce sympathetic to the Union or the Is Ambrose Bierce sympathetic to the Union or the 
Confederacy?  Confederacy?  Cite specific phrases to support your responseCite specific phrases to support your response.  .  

•• Read the top 10 arguments on pro or con for the death penalty Read the top 10 arguments on pro or con for the death penalty 
on on Death Penalty Death Penalty ProCon.orgProCon.org Choose a position on the death Choose a position on the death 
penalty.  penalty.  Write a persuasive essay arguing your side.  Support Write a persuasive essay arguing your side.  Support 
your opinion and provide counterarguments using facts andyour opinion and provide counterarguments using facts and

•• Read the top 10 arguments on pro or con for the death penalty Read the top 10 arguments on pro or con for the death penalty 
on on Death Penalty Death Penalty ProCon.orgProCon.org Choose a position on the death Choose a position on the death 
penalty.  penalty.  Write a persuasive essay arguing your side.  Support Write a persuasive essay arguing your side.  Support 
your opinion and provide counterarguments using facts andyour opinion and provide counterarguments using facts andyour opinion and provide counterarguments using facts and your opinion and provide counterarguments using facts and 
court casescourt cases from the information on this Web site. from the information on this Web site. 

f ff f

your opinion and provide counterarguments using facts and your opinion and provide counterarguments using facts and 
court casescourt cases from the information on this Web site. from the information on this Web site. 

f ff f•• Take on the role of Farquhar’s defense or prosecuting attorney.  Take on the role of Farquhar’s defense or prosecuting attorney.  
Research your case based on the text and facts listed on the Research your case based on the text and facts listed on the 
death penalty pro/con Web site.death penalty pro/con Web site. Prepare  and present your Prepare  and present your 
closing argument for the jury summarizing your case andclosing argument for the jury summarizing your case and

•• Take on the role of Farquhar’s defense or prosecuting attorney.  Take on the role of Farquhar’s defense or prosecuting attorney.  
Research your case based on the text and facts listed on the Research your case based on the text and facts listed on the 
death penalty pro/con Web site.death penalty pro/con Web site. Prepare  and present your Prepare  and present your 
closing argument for the jury summarizing your case andclosing argument for the jury summarizing your case and

2013-14

closing argument for the jury summarizing your case and closing argument for the jury summarizing your case and 
arguing against your opponent.  arguing against your opponent.  
closing argument for the jury summarizing your case and closing argument for the jury summarizing your case and 
arguing against your opponent.  arguing against your opponent.  



The Student Should The Teacher Should The Principal Should

TextText--Dependent QuestioningDependent QuestioningTextText--Dependent QuestioningDependent Questioning
The Student Should 
Ask…

The Teacher Should 
Ask…

The Principal Should 
Ask…

• Am I going back to the 
text to find evidence to 

• Am I facilitating 
conversations with 

• Am I encouraging 
teachers to spend more

support my response(s)?

• Am I attempting to 
engage with the author

students that are 
dependent on the text?

• Am I asking questions

p
time with students writing 
about texts they read?

• Am I providing planningengage with the author 
and with what the author 
is trying to say?

• Am I asking questions 
that require students to 
find evidence in the text?

• Am I providing planning 
time for teachers to 
engage with the text in 
order to prepare and 

• Am I becoming aware 
of when I no longer 
understand what I am 
reading and what might

• Am I keeping students 
in the text?

• Am I reminding

identify appropriate text-
dependent questions?

• Am I supportingreading, and what might 
be causing me difficulty?

• Am I reminding 
students to apply reading 
strategies when reading 
challenging texts?

• Am I supporting 
teachers in their effort to 
reach common 
understanding for what to 

2013-14

expect from student text 
based responses at each 
grade level?
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Vocabulary Web PageVocabulary Web Page
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Reading Resources & PrioritiesReading Resources & PrioritiesReading Resources & PrioritiesReading Resources & Priorities

Effective Strategies for Improving 
Vocabulary Development

• Which words do I teach explicitly?
Whi h d d I t h i li itl ?• Which words do I teach implicitly?

• Which words should I not spend 
valuable instructional time on?
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LookLook--ForsFors in Elementary English Instructionin Elementary English InstructionLookLook--ForsFors in Elementary English Instructionin Elementary English Instruction

• Integration of all strands of English (Reading    
and Writing should only be separated whenand Writing should only be separated when 
necessary)
• Research should be done on an ongoing and g g
regular basis beginning at fourth grade
• Use of Paired Passages (fiction/nonfiction)

E h i f fi i di i• Emphasis of nonfiction reading strategies
• Text- dependent questions
• Vocabulary study (text based phoneme based• Vocabulary study (text-based, phoneme-based, 
morpheme-based)
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LookLook--ForsFors in Elementary English Instructionin Elementary English InstructionLookLook--ForsFors in Elementary English Instructionin Elementary English Instruction

• Incorporation of media literacy beginning at p y g g
fourth grade
• Focus on building 21st century skills
• Thinking-Enhanced-Items (TEI)
• Use of VDOE SOL Resources
• Project based learning incorporates all strands• Project-based learning incorporates all strands 
of English SOL
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LookLook--ForsFors in Secondary English Instructionin Secondary English InstructionLookLook--ForsFors in Secondary English Instructionin Secondary English Instruction

• Integration of all strands of English- Reading    
and Writing should NOT be separatedand Writing should NOT be separated
• Research- should be done on an ongoing and 
regular basisg
• Use of Paired Passages (fiction/nonfiction)
• Emphasis of nonfiction reading strategies

T d d i• Text- dependent questions
• Text-based vocabulary study
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LookLook--ForsFors in Secondary English Instructionin Secondary English InstructionLookLook--ForsFors in Secondary English Instructionin Secondary English Instruction

• Research componentsp
• Incorporation of media literacy
• Focus on building 21st century skills
• Thinking-Enhanced-Items (TEI)
• Use of VDOE SOL Resources
• Project based learning incorporates all strands• Project-based learning incorporates all strands 
of English SOL
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44--12 Reading Blueprints12 Reading Blueprints44--12 Reading Blueprints12 Reading Blueprints

2013-14



SOL Progression Chart:SOL Progression Chart:
ReadingReading

SOL Progression Chart:SOL Progression Chart:
ReadingReadingReadingReadingReadingReading
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ReflectReflectReflectReflect

Think-Talk-Text What evidence do you have that What evidence do you have that 
your teachers are using VDOEyour teachers are using VDOEyour teachers are using VDOE your teachers are using VDOE 
resources for reading and resources for reading and 
vocabulary?vocabulary?vocabulary?vocabulary?
What should you be looking for What should you be looking for 
in the classroom and what in the classroom and what 
should be your next steps?should be your next steps?
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Related Items of InterestRelated Items of InterestRelated Items of InterestRelated Items of Interest
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Teacher DirectTeacher DirectTeacher DirectTeacher Direct
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FAQFAQFAQFAQ
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SOL Practice ItemsSOL Practice ItemsSOL Practice ItemsSOL Practice Items
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SOL Assessment NotesSOL Assessment NotesSOL Assessment NotesSOL Assessment NotesSOL Assessment NotesSOL Assessment NotesSOL Assessment NotesSOL Assessment Notes

•• StandStand--alone items, testing all 3 reporting categories,alone items, testing all 3 reporting categories,•• StandStand--alone items, testing all 3 reporting categories,alone items, testing all 3 reporting categories,StandStand alone items, testing all 3 reporting categories, alone items, testing all 3 reporting categories, 
will remain as a block of test items but may have a will remain as a block of test items but may have a 
different locationdifferent location

StandStand alone items, testing all 3 reporting categories, alone items, testing all 3 reporting categories, 
will remain as a block of test items but may have a will remain as a block of test items but may have a 
different locationdifferent location

•• Emphasis words (Emphasis words (most, main, bestmost, main, best)  will not be )  will not be 
emphasized onemphasized on anyany SOL testSOL test

•• Emphasis words (Emphasis words (most, main, bestmost, main, best)  will not be )  will not be 
emphasized onemphasized on anyany SOL testSOL testemphasized on emphasized on anyany SOL testSOL test

•• Grade 3 Reading Test will Grade 3 Reading Test will notnot contain items contain items 

emphasized on emphasized on anyany SOL testSOL test

•• Grade 3 Reading Test will Grade 3 Reading Test will notnot contain items contain items gg
emphasizing the words NOT or EXCEPTemphasizing the words NOT or EXCEPT
Supt’s Memo #214Supt’s Memo #214--1212

gg
emphasizing the words NOT or EXCEPTemphasizing the words NOT or EXCEPT
Supt’s Memo #214Supt’s Memo #214--1212
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LexilesLexilesLexilesLexilesLexilesLexilesLexilesLexiles
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The Lexile conversion chart has been moved to an SSWS 
application. New Reading tests will not have Lexile scores 
until Fall 2013. 



2013-14



EIRIEIRIEIRIEIRI
Legislation passed by the 2013 General Legislation passed by the 2013 General 

Assembly (House Bill 2068; Senate BillAssembly (House Bill 2068; Senate Bill
Legislation passed by the 2013 General Legislation passed by the 2013 General 

Assembly (House Bill 2068; Senate BillAssembly (House Bill 2068; Senate BillAssembly (House Bill 2068; Senate Bill Assembly (House Bill 2068; Senate Bill 
1171) added kindergarten and grades one 1171) added kindergarten and grades one 
and two to the requirement that localand two to the requirement that local

Assembly (House Bill 2068; Senate Bill Assembly (House Bill 2068; Senate Bill 
1171) added kindergarten and grades one 1171) added kindergarten and grades one 
and two to the requirement that localand two to the requirement that localand two to the requirement that local and two to the requirement that local 
school divisions provide early school divisions provide early 
intervention services to students in gradeintervention services to students in grade

and two to the requirement that local and two to the requirement that local 
school divisions provide early school divisions provide early 
intervention services to students in gradeintervention services to students in gradeintervention services to students in grade intervention services to students in grade 
three who demonstrate deficiencies based three who demonstrate deficiencies based 
on their individual performance onon their individual performance on

intervention services to students in grade intervention services to students in grade 
three who demonstrate deficiencies based three who demonstrate deficiencies based 
on their individual performance onon their individual performance onon their individual performance on on their individual performance on 
diagnostic reading tests.diagnostic reading tests.
on their individual performance on on their individual performance on 
diagnostic reading tests.diagnostic reading tests.
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EIRIEIRIEIRIEIRI
 "At the beginning of the school year, local "At the beginning of the school year, local 

school divisions shall partner with the school divisions shall partner with the 
 "At the beginning of the school year, local "At the beginning of the school year, local 

school divisions shall partner with the school divisions shall partner with the pp
parents of those third grade students in the parents of those third grade students in the 
division who demonstrate reading division who demonstrate reading 
d fi i i di i ith thd fi i i di i ith th

pp
parents of those third grade students in the parents of those third grade students in the 
division who demonstrate reading division who demonstrate reading 
d fi i i di i ith thd fi i i di i ith thdeficiencies, discussing with them a deficiencies, discussing with them a 
developed plan for remediation and developed plan for remediation and 
retesting The results of all readingretesting The results of all reading

deficiencies, discussing with them a deficiencies, discussing with them a 
developed plan for remediation and developed plan for remediation and 
retesting The results of all readingretesting The results of all readingretesting. The results of all reading retesting. The results of all reading 
diagnostic tests and reading remediation diagnostic tests and reading remediation 
shall be discussed with the student and the shall be discussed with the student and the 

retesting. The results of all reading retesting. The results of all reading 
diagnostic tests and reading remediation diagnostic tests and reading remediation 
shall be discussed with the student and the shall be discussed with the student and the 
student's parent prior to the student being student's parent prior to the student being 
promoted to grade four."promoted to grade four."
student's parent prior to the student being student's parent prior to the student being 
promoted to grade four."promoted to grade four."
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EIRIEIRIEIRIEIRI
 “Reading intervention services may include “Reading intervention services may include 

the use of: special reading teachers; trainedthe use of: special reading teachers; trained
 “Reading intervention services may include “Reading intervention services may include 

the use of: special reading teachers; trainedthe use of: special reading teachers; trainedthe use of: special reading teachers; trained the use of: special reading teachers; trained 
aides; volunteer tutors under the supervision aides; volunteer tutors under the supervision 
of a certified teacher; computerof a certified teacher; computer--based based 

the use of: special reading teachers; trained the use of: special reading teachers; trained 
aides; volunteer tutors under the supervision aides; volunteer tutors under the supervision 
of a certified teacher; computerof a certified teacher; computer--based based ; p; p
reading tutorial programs; aides to instruct reading tutorial programs; aides to instruct 
inin--class groups while the teacher provides class groups while the teacher provides 

; p; p
reading tutorial programs; aides to instruct reading tutorial programs; aides to instruct 
inin--class groups while the teacher provides class groups while the teacher provides g p pg p p
direct instruction to the students who need direct instruction to the students who need 
extra assistance; and extended instructional extra assistance; and extended instructional 

g p pg p p
direct instruction to the students who need direct instruction to the students who need 
extra assistance; and extended instructional extra assistance; and extended instructional 
time in the school day or school year for time in the school day or school year for 
these students.”these students.”
time in the school day or school year for time in the school day or school year for 
these students.”these students.”
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Additional 2013 General Additional 2013 General 
Assembly ActionsAssembly Actions

Additional 2013 General Additional 2013 General 
Assembly ActionsAssembly ActionsAssembly ActionsAssembly ActionsAssembly ActionsAssembly Actions

S S i t d t’ 136S S i t d t’ 136 13 f13 fS S i t d t’ 136S S i t d t’ 136 13 f13 fSee Superintendent’s memo 136See Superintendent’s memo 136--13 for 13 for 
May 24, 2013.May 24, 2013.

See Superintendent’s memo 136See Superintendent’s memo 136--13 for 13 for 
May 24, 2013.May 24, 2013.
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20132013--2014 Testing Windows2014 Testing Windows20132013--2014 Testing Windows2014 Testing Windowsgggg

Test Dates
Online Writing March 3, 2014 to April 4, 2014
N W iti A il 14 2014 t J 27 2014Non-Writing April 14, 2014 to June 27, 2014

2013-14

 See Superintendent’s memo #150See Superintendent’s memo #150--13 for May 31, 2013.13 for May 31, 2013. See Superintendent’s memo #150See Superintendent’s memo #150--13 for May 31, 2013.13 for May 31, 2013.



4 English SOL Institutes4 English SOL Institutes4 English SOL Institutes4 English SOL Institutes4 English SOL Institutes4 English SOL Institutes
Fall 2013Fall 2013

4 English SOL Institutes4 English SOL Institutes
Fall 2013Fall 2013

Dates and locations:Dates and locations:
•• October 3October 3 -- WythevilleWytheville

Dates and locations:Dates and locations:
•• October 3October 3 -- WythevilleWythevilleOctober 3 October 3 WythevilleWytheville
•• October 8 October 8 –– PortsmouthPortsmouth

October 3 October 3 WythevilleWytheville
•• October 8 October 8 –– PortsmouthPortsmouth
•• October 14 October 14 –– DullesDulles
•• October 29October 29 CharlottesvilleCharlottesville
•• October 14 October 14 –– DullesDulles
•• October 29October 29 CharlottesvilleCharlottesville•• October 29 October 29 –– CharlottesvilleCharlottesville•• October 29 October 29 –– CharlottesvilleCharlottesville
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QuestionsQuestionsQuestionsQuestions
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Contact InformationContact InformationContact InformationContact Information
Virginia Department of EducationVirginia Department of EducationVirginia Department of EducationVirginia Department of Education

Tracy Fair RobertsonTracy Fair RobertsonTracy Fair Robertson
English Coordinator

Tracy.Robertson@doe.virginia.gov
804 371 7585

Tracy Fair Robertson
English Coordinator

Tracy.Robertson@doe.virginia.gov
804 371 7585804-371-7585

Thomas Santangelo
El t E li h S i li t

804-371-7585

Thomas Santangelo
El t E li h S i li tElementary English Specialist

Thomas.Santangelo@doe.virginia.gov
804-225-3203

Elementary English Specialist
Thomas.Santangelo@doe.virginia.gov

804-225-3203
Special Education OfficeSpecial Education Office

spedinstruction@doe.virginia.gov
Assessment Office

Student_assessment@doe.virginia.gov
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804-225-2102


