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Characteristics of Highly Effective Classrooms

· Aligned plans with measurable lesson objective (learning target)

· Detailed in-depth lesson plans tied to Essential Questions, Process Goals, and aligned with curriculum, instruction, and assessment

· High level of expectations for student achievement and relationships that lead to student learning

· Teacher displays good content knowledge for teaching (+ pedagogy)

· Reflection of impact of lesson on student learning

· Higher order thinking with real world application. Relevant

· Communication (vocabulary, feedback, explain)

· Using multiple representations

· Real world connections, relevance

· Collaborative groups
· Students actively engaged, teacher as facilitator
· Checking for understanding.  Understand misunderstandings and misconceptions.

· Using a variety of assessments: formal and informal, formative and summative

· Using the data from assessments to shape instruction
· Purposeful use of student artifacts to drive and inform instruction.

