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Third Grade Reading, SOL 3.5 j
Classroom Observation A (Handout A)
(This is an excerpt of the talking points to be shared by the observer with the principal – at her request.)
1.
After discussing the SOL objective (the student will be able to identify basic plot structures of fairy tales with 85% accuracy by the end of the week) with her students, the teacher introduces the lesson by asking students to retell fairy tales they know. As the students retell their fairy tales, the teacher directs them to notice recurring features, e.g., magic, danger, young people, make believe or exotic characters or events, settings a long time ago, and good vs. bad. The discussion is open-ended to elicit a wide range of prior knowledge and build background knowledge for students who have had more limited experiences. From the discussion, the teacher selects key characteristics of the fairy tale and records them across the top of a chart that is then posted on the wall. 
2.
Prior to reading the first fairy tale selection, the teacher reviews fairy tale characteristics listed on the chart and ask students to listen to the selection to hear if any of the characteristics are present in the story.

3.
The teacher stops at appropriate, predetermined points to have students make connections between the story they are hearing and the general characteristics of fairy tales. Through modeling her thinking and asking probing questions, she gets students to explain the connections they are making. She levels her questions according to student needs.  
4.
After reading the tale, the teacher returns to the chart, writes the title of the tale in the first row of the left-hand column. As part of whole group instruction, the class reviews the story by discussing whether each fairy tale characteristic is used in the story. When students have justified that a characteristic is being used, the teacher gets a student to come up and place a check in the appropriate column. Students explain the specific details of how each feature is used in the tale. There is teacher to teacher interaction and student to student interaction.
5.
The teacher places copies of that fairy tale selection in a location available for students to reread during independent reading time, to use as a wait time activity, or to use as appropriate.
6.
The teacher gives students a copy of the class-generated chart with the first fairy tale entered and the columns checked. She leads students in a review of the characteristics, adds the title of the new fairy tale to the second row, and asks students to listen as the teacher reads the new fairy tale selection.
7. After guided practice and discussion with the new fairy tale, there is differentiated work time:
· Target Level students have their assignments in their Take It to Your Seats (TITYS) folders. In pairs, they will

· Use their headphones and listen to a third fairy tale (of their choice).

·  Have the opportunity to review/read the new fairy tale at their seats. 
· Use their charts and decide which of the characteristics the new fairy tale demonstrates. 

· Be prepared to justify their responses.
· Enhanced Level students have their assignments in their Take It to Your Seats (TITYS) folders. In pairs,  they will 

· Have the option of using their headphones to listen to the third fairy tale (of their choice).
· Have access to read the new fairy tale before comparing and contrasting the first and second fairy tales with the third.
· Look for additional fairy tale characteristics.
· Prepare, as a wait time activity, to present their findings to the class at a prescribed date and time.
· Prerequisite Level students have their assignments in their Take It to Your Seats (TITYS) folders. They will
· Start their work time with the teacher who reads a third fairy tale (of their choice) to them as they follow along, models her thinking aloud about the story, and asks them probing questions that reflect higher order thinking.
· Review with the teacher their assignment to work in pairs: In pairs, choose from a packet of cards those cards with the same characteristics represented in the other fairy tales read. Justify your choices.
· Target, Enhanced, and Prerequisite students get to complete a self/group assessment relevant to their work. These are to be discussed with the class with the teacher’s modeling the metacognitive thinking.[image: image1.png]



