PAGE  
1

Third Grade Reading, SOL 3.5 j
Classroom Observation B (Handout B)
(This is an excerpt of the talking points to be shared with the principal – at her request.)

1. The teacher steps into the room late with worksheets “hot off the press,” complaining about having to give copies to the instructional aide a day ahead of time.
2. With the exception of a group of students talking quietly near the front, there are students throwing paper, engaging in what appears to be friendly horse-playing and playing hand-held video games. Several students have their heads on their desks.
3. The SOL objective (the student will be able to identify basic plot structures of fairy tales with 85% accuracy by the end of the week) is written on the board.
4.  While yelling to the students to get in their seats and get quiet, the teacher attempts to call the roll. Having completed the roll, the teacher directs Thomas to pass out the first set of worksheets. The teacher reads the directions on the worksheets and tells the class to work independently on them. During the next 20 minutes, there are lots of questions, students making funny noises, students requesting to be excused, and students playing video games in the back of the room. The teacher calls time and asks that all pencils be put on the desks.
5. She then calls on several of the students at the front of the room. Most of them get the answers correct; however, the majority of the students can only give a couple of characteristics of fairy tales. When students give an incorrect answer, the teacher calls on someone else as she looks for the correct answer. As the teacher “talks the class through the correct answers,” she has to stop several times to write referrals for misbehavior. She is rude to the students, and they are rude to her.
6. The teacher finally gets to hand out her second worksheet and announces that the students had better get it right this time because they were going to be tested on it on Friday. She relates that whatever doesn’t get done now will have to be completed for homework and turned in when the students cross the door sill in the morning.
NOTE: The activity in this classroom is typical of a routine that focuses on “giving information, asking questions, giving directions, making assignments, monitoring seatwork, reviewing assignments, giving tests, reviewing tests, assigning homework, reviewing homework, settling disputes, punishing noncompliance, marking papers, and giving grades.” Haberman (1991) related that these acts “constitute the pedagogy of poverty” when they are the order of the day to the exclusion of higher order thinking processes including analysis and problem solving and metacognition. (The pedagogy of poverty has nothing to do with the socioeconomic status of students. It has everything to do with the paucity of best practices in the classroom.)[image: image1.png]



