Homework Guidelines
Chalkley Elementary School
Homework must be meaningful to the student.  Assignments should reinforce learning, increase student performance and be individualized as much as possible.  Homework should be planned so that it can be completed by the student with little or no help from the parents.  However parental support and encouragement are needed to make homework effective.

Adequate time and thought should be given to homework assignments so that quality and purpose are emphasized rather than quantity.

Homework should be related to specific instructional objectives and should enrich and reinforce class work.  Therefore it is essential that every child thoroughly understands the assignment.  Homework should be reviewed in class to provide both student and teacher with immediate reinforcement.

Tests should be planned so that no child has two on the same day.  This does not include spelling tests.
Long-term assignments (those requiring several weeks to complete) should be monitored weekly to make certain the student is not waiting until the last minute to complete the assignment.

Homework should not be given on PTA meeting nights, over a weekend or on holidays, except for long-term assignments and daily reading.

The following allotments of homework are recommended.  Modifications on assignments may be required to ensure that students do not exceed the allotted time.  

Kindergarten
No specific time allotment.  Opportunities for reading readiness, enrichment and language development should be encouraged.

Grades 1-2
15 to 30 minutes daily

Grades 3-4
30 to 60 minutes daily

Grade 5
60 minutes daily

An assignment book will be provided for all students, grades 1-5.

Teachers should develop a “homework buddy” system for helping students get daily assignments.

Teachers should require pleasure reading at home and should develop strategies to make reading a nightly occurrence.  Children may read silently and/or aloud or may be read to by an adult.

Guidelines for home reading are as follows:

Kindergarten
10-15 minutes

Grade 1

15-20 minutes

Grade 2

20 minutes

Grade 3

20-30 minutes

Grade 4

25-30 minutes

Grade 5

30 minutes

