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A growing number of states have established an identifier in their education data systems for students with a family member in the military,
typically referred to as “military-connected children” or “military-connected students”. As the analysis below indicates, states vary to some
degree in the definition of the service-member’s relation to child that qualifies a child as a military-connected student, the types of service that
qualify as military service, and other factors.

This analysis answers the following questions:
1. Was the requirement the result of legislative action? If so, please share examples of legislation.
Answer: In at least nine states — Alaska, Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota, Nevada, North Carolina, Tennessee and Texas — legislation calls for

military-connected students to be identified and reported via statewide mechanisms such as state longitudinal data systems, through state
accountability report cards or simply to be reported by districts and charter schools to a state agency.

In Florida, Maine, Michigan and South Carolina, identifiers for military-connected students have been integrated into statewide data systems
independently of a requirement from the legislature or state board.

2. How do schools implement the military identifier? Is the information collected on the registration form? Is it then part of the school
information system? Is it reported to the state department of education (and on what basis)?

Answer: In most states, policies do not specify how data are collected. In lllinois, data may be collected either at the time of annual enrollment
or any time during the school year, either on an enroliment form or on a separate form. In Maine, data are typically collected on the first day of
school as part of the “welcome back/emergency contact, etc.” packet. Minnesota requires district enrollment forms to include a box students
may check to self-identify as a military-connected youth.


http://www.legis.state.ak.us/PDF/28/Bills/HB0278G.PDF
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2013/2013R/Acts/Act514.pdf
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/97/PDF/097-0505.pdf
http://iga.in.gov/static-documents/2/2/4/5/22454a68/HB1319.05.ENRH.pdf
http://wdoc.house.leg.state.mn.us/leg/LS88/HF2397.4.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/77th2013/Bills/AB/AB224_EN.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2013/Bills/House/PDF/H1060v3.pdf
http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/108/Bill/SB2006.pdf
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/83R/billtext/pdf/HB00525F.pdf#navpanes=0
http://www.fldoe.org/eias/dataweb/database_1314/148725.pdf
http://mainedoenews.net/2014/05/21/maine-doe-reminds-districts-of-new-military-identifier-for-fall-reporting-2/
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MEGS+_MCC_Important_Information_e_edits_351630_7.pdf
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/cio/Technical-Support-Services/Power-School-Administration/documents/SC_PowerSchool_Specific_Fields_Manual_2013-14FinalUpdate.pdf

3. How are military children defined? Does it include all branches of the military, including Coast Guard, National Guard and reserve units?
Does it include either parent or guardian? Does it include any other status, other than active? Does it include military affiliation of another
country beside the U.S.? Does include any other government security agency?

Answer:

Parent or broader? In six states — Alaska, lllinois, Michigan, Nevada, South Carolina and Tennessee — the parent or guardian must be military-
connected. Two states — Indiana and Maine — specify “parent”. Five states use a broader definition that may allow a child to be identified as a
result of the service of a family member other than a parent or guardian. Arkansas and North Carolina have the broadest definitions. Arkansas
requires that the child “reside in the household” of a person on active duty or reservist, while North Carolina allows for parent, step-parent,
sibling or any other person residing in the same household as the student. Florida uses term “child of a military family” and includes preK
students in data collection. Minnesota uses “immediate family member, including parent or sibling.” Texas simply requires that the child be a
“dependent.”

Which branches of the military? All states include all four main branches of the military (i.e., Army, Navy, Marines and Air Force). Definitions
also explicitly mention:
- Reservists: 10 states — Arkansas, Florida, Indiana, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas.
- National Guard: 10 states — Alaska, Arkansas, Florida, Indiana, Maine, Michigan, Nevada, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas.
- Coast Guard: Five states — Alaska, Arkansas, Michigan, North Carolina, Texas.
- Other branches:
o Alaska mentions Alaska Naval Militia and Alaska State Defense Force.

Status other than active?

- On medical discharge: Florida and Maine (both for a period of one year after medical discharge). South Carolina allows identification of child
whose parent or guardian was wounded while on active duty within last year, but does not specify that parent or guardian must be on
medical discharge.

- Retired: Florida and Maine (both for a period of one year after retirement), Minnesota (“recently retired”).
- Died on active duty, for one year after death: Florida (or as a result of injuries sustained while on active duty), South Carolina.

Does the definition include military affiliation of another country beside the U.S.? Does it include any other government security agency?
No state defines a military-connected child through a military affiliation of a country besides the U.S. No state specifies that employment of a

parent/guardian/etc. through any other government security agency qualifies a child as a military-connected student.

4. What is the information used for?



Answer: Most states do not specify —in statute or other provisions — the purposes for which information are to be used. Maine and Michigan
department of education guidelines indicate data should be used to allow schools to provide proactive supports to military-connected children.
North Carolina requires K-12 principals to develop means to serving the unique needs of students identified as military-connected students,

through collection of these data. Texas legislation specifies data are to be used to assist in the transition of military students from one school to

another.

State | Required | How do schools Included in school Reported to state How are military children What is information
by legis. | implement? information system? department of defined? used for?
action? | How is information education?

collected?
AK v Not specified in statute | Not specified in statute | Yes—information on Parent or guardian School accountability
number, attendance Active duty report card
and performance of Armed forces of the
military-connected United States, U.S. Coast
students part of Guard, Alaska National
school accountability Guard, the Alaska Naval
report card. Militia, or Alaska State
Defense Force
AR 4 Not specified in statute | Yes Yes — as part of state Resides in household of Not specified in statute
longitudinal data person on active duty or
system reserve component of
U.S. armed forces,
including Army or Air
National Guard, or U.S.
Coast Guard
FL Not specified Yes, including FASTER Yes —as part of state “Child of a military State reporting and
(Florida Automated longitudinal data family” — includes preK local accountability
System for Transferring | system students
Education Records) Active duty, or members
or veterans who are
severely injured and
medically discharged or
retired, for a period of 1
year after medical
discharge or retirement,
or members who die on
active duty or as a result



http://www.fldoe.org/faster/

State | Required | How do schools Included in school Reported to state How are military children What is information
by legis. | implement? information system? department of defined? used for?
action? | How is information education?

collected?
of injuries sustained while
on active duty, for period
of 1 year after death
Uniformed services,
including National Guard
or Reserve on active-duty
orders

IL v At time of annual Not specified in statute | Yes - each school Parent or guardian Not specified in statute

enrollment or any time district and recognized Active duty or expects to
during school year, non-public school be deployed to active
district or recognized reports this duty during the school
non-sectarian private enrollment year

school must provide, information as Armed forces of the
either on its standard aggregate data to the United States
enrollment form or on state board

a separate form,

opportunity for

individual enrolling

student to voluntarily

report this information.

IN v Not specified in statute | Yes. Department of Parent Disaggregation of
education assigns each Active duty student data
identified student a Armed forces of the
unique identifier in United States, reserves or
state longitudinal data National Guard
system.

ME Collected in prek- Yes Yes — as part of state Parent Provide student

12“students’ “Welcome longitudinal data Active duty supports proactively

Back/Emergency
Contact/Nutrition
Program/Media
Permission/Etc.”
package, typically given
to students on the first

system

Uniformed service of the
United States (including
National Guard and
Reserve on active duty
orders), or within one
year of medical discharge




State | Required | How do schools Included in school Reported to state How are military children What is information
by legis. | implement? information system? department of defined? used for?
action? | How is information education?

collected?
day of school.” or retirement from those
uniformed services

M Fall 2013 department No, but included in Yes —as part of Parent or legal guardian Provide student
memo does not specify | Michigan Electronic Michigan Electronic Currently serving in Army, | supports proactively
how data are collected. | Grants System Plus Grants System Plus Navy, Air Force, Marines,

Data are entered into (MEGS+) (MEGS+) Coast Guard, Michigan
the Michigan Electronic National Guard, in any of
Grants System Plus the Reserve forces
(MEGS+), “used to

create, submit,

approve, track, and

amend grant

applications.”

MN v On district enrollment No Immediate family Not specified in statute.
forms. When districts member, including parent | Data collected are
update their forms, or sibling private data on
these must include a Active duty or recently individuals, but
box to allow students retired summary data may be
to self-identify as a Armed forces or reservist | published by
military-connected department of
youth. education.

NV v Not specified in statute | Yes Yes — as part of state Parent or guardian Not specified in statute

longitudinal data Member of the Armed
system Forces of the United
States, a reserve
component thereof or
the National Guard
NC v Not specified in statute. | Yes Yes — as part of state Parent, step-parent, Statute directs

Statute directs the
state board to develop
a process for districts
to annually identify
enrolled military-
connected

longitudinal data
system

sibling, or any other
person residing in the
same household as the
student

Active duty or reserve
components of the Army,

principals to develop
means to serving the
unique needs of
students identified as
military-connected
students through this



http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MEGS+_MCC_Important_Information_e_edits_351630_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MEGS+_MCC_Important_Information_e_edits_351630_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5236_6049---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5236_6049---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5236_6049---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5236_6049---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5236_6049---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5236_6049---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5236_6049---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5236_6049---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5236_6049---,00.html

State | Required | How do schools Included in school Reported to state How are military children What is information
by legis. | implement? information system? department of defined? used for?
action? | How is information education?

collected?
students using the Navy, Air Force, Marine mechanism.
Uniform Education Corps, Coast Guard, or
Reporting System. National Guard
SC Not specified Yes Yes — as part of state Parent or guardian Not specified
longitudinal data Active duty, deployed or
system not deployed, or parent
or guardian died or was
wounded while on active
duty within the last year
Serving in the military,
National Guard or
Reserves
TN v Not specified in statute. | No - the personal Yes — statute directs Parent or guardian Preamble suggests (but
Statute directs the identification number the department to Active duty statute does not
department to assigned to military- create a data entry “Military” (not further specify) that data are to
prescribe a uniform connected students point that identifies defined) allow schools to
program for the must be maintained in military-connected proactively provide
collection, a separate electronic students, prescribe student supports
maintenance, and database managed by format for data, and
transfer of data, that the department of date by which each
each LEA must adopt education. LEA must report
TX v Not specified in statute | Yes Yes — as part of state Child = dependent To assist in the

longitudinal data
system. Data must
include number of
active duty military
and number of
National Guard or
reserve military-
connected students
enrolled in the school
district or charter
school at the

Active duty

Army, Navy, Air Force,
Marines, Coast Guard,
Texas National Guard, or
a reserve force of the U.S.
military

transition of military
students from one
school to another



http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/108/Bill/SB2006.pdf

State | Required | How do schools Included in school Reported to state How are military children What is information

by legis. | implement? information system? department of defined? used for?
action? | How is information education?
collected?

beginning and again at
the end of each school
year.

Examples of legislative language

Alaska: “Annually, before the date set by the district under (e) of this section, each public school shall deliver to the department for posting on
the department's Internet website and provide, in a public meeting of parents, students, and community members, a report on the school's
performance and the performance of the school's students. The report shall be prepared on a form prescribed by the department and must
include ... information on the number, attendance, and performance of students enrolled in the school whose parents or guardians are on active
duty in the armed forces of the United States, the United States Coast Guard, the Alaska National Guard, the Alaska Naval Militia, or the Alaska
State Defense Force.” (AS 14.03.120(d), as amended by 2014 H.B. 278)

lllinois: “ At the time of annual enrollment or at any time during the school year, a school district or a recognized non-public school, except for
sectarian non-public schools, serving any of grades kindergarten through 12 shall provide, either on its standard enrollment form or on a
separate form, the opportunity for the individual enrolling the student to voluntarily state whether the student has a parent or guardian who is a
member of a branch of the armed forces of the United States and who is either deployed to active duty or expects to be deployed to active duty
during the school year. Each school district and recognized non-public school shall report this enrollment information as aggregate data to the
State Board of Education.” (105 ILCS 5/22-70)

Indiana: “Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year, each school corporation and charter school shall annually:

(1) determine whether a student's parent is a member of:

(A) the armed forces of the United States who is on active duty; (B) the reserve component of a branch of the armed forces of the United States;
or(C) the national guard; and

(2) provide a list to the department of the students who have been identified under subdivision (1).

The department shall assigh each student identified under subdivision (1) a unique identifier, which may be a modification of the student's test
number assigned under subsection (a), by which data concerning military connected students may be disaggregated.” (IC 20-19-3-9.4, as
amended by 2014 H.B. 1319)

North Carolina: “The State Board of Education shall develop a process for local school administrative units to annually identify enrolled military-
connected students using the Uniform Education Reporting System. The identification of military-connected students shall not be used for the


http://www.legis.state.ak.us/PDF/28/Bills/HB0278G.PDF
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=010500050HArt%2E+22&ActID=1005&ChapterID=17&SeqStart=146100000&SeqEnd=150200000
http://iga.in.gov/static-documents/2/2/4/5/22454a68/HB1319.05.ENRH.pdf

purposes of determining school achievement, growth, and performance scores as required by G.S. 115C-12(9)c1. The identification of military-
connected students is not a public record within the meaning of G.S. 132-1 and shall not be made public by any person, except as permitted
under the provisions of the Family Educational and Privacy Rights Act of 1974, 20 U.S.C. § 1232g. For purposes of this section, a "military-
connected student” means a student enrolled in a local school administrative unit who has a parent, step-parent, sibling, or any other person
who resides in the same household serving in the active or reserve components of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, or
National Guard." (G.S. 115C-12(18)(f), as amended by 2014 H.B. 1060)

Texas: “(a) The legislature finds that:

(1) school-age dependents of military personnel are faced with numerous transitions during their formative years; and

(2) military dependents who move from one school to another during the high school years are faced with special challenges to learning and
future achievement.

(b) In recognition of the challenges faced by military dependents and the importance of military families to our community and economy, the
agency shall assist the transition of military students from one school to another by:

(1) improving the timely transfer of student records;

(2) developing systems to ease student transition during the first two weeks of enrollment at a new school;

(3) promoting practices that foster student access to extracurricular programs;

(4) establishing procedures to lessen the adverse impact of student moves to a new school after the end of the student's junior year of high
school;

(5) encouraging or maintaining partnerships between military bases and affected school districts;

(6) encouraging school districts to provide services for military students in transition when applying for admission to postsecondary study and
when seeking sources of funding for postsecondary study; and

(7) providing other assistance as identified by the agency.

(c) The agency shall collect data each year from school districts and open-enrollment charter schools through the Public Education Information
Management System (PEIMS) relating to the enrollment of military-connected students. The data relating to the enrollment of military-
connected students under this section:

(1) must include the number of active duty military-connected students and the number of National Guard or reserve military-connected
students enrolled in the school district or open-enroliment charter school on a date at the beginning of the school year specified by the agency
and a date at the end of the school year specified by the agency; and

(2) may not be used for purposes of determining a campus or district performance rating under Section 39.054.

(d) In this section, “military-connected student” means a student enrolled in a school district or open-enrollment charter school who is a
dependent of a member of:

(1) the United States military serving in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard on active duty;

(2) the Texas National Guard; or

(3) areserve force of the United States military.” (V.T.C.A., Education Code § 25.006)


http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2013/Bills/House/PDF/H1060v3.pdf
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.39.htm#39.054
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.25.htm#25.006

