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How are digital materials chosen and included in #GoOpenVA?
The initiative is anchored by a digital resource hosting platform (ISKME's OER Commons) that is a collaboration between VDOE and many educational entities from around the state. #GoOpenVA houses searchable digital resources: documents, images, multimedia files, etc; as well as providing educators the ability to collaborate with others to create and edit materials based on their own needs. Several school divisions and other institutions in Virginia already create, edit and use OER for their teaching and learning needs. The #GoOpenVA platform allows us to connect with these local repositories and/or import their materials directly into the platform.

Other institutions around the Commonwealth also have materials they create as part of their own educational mission. The goal is to connect with the institutions and organizations that are interested in sharing OER with educators and have them become a part of this statewide initiative. 

What about vetting? Who makes sure resources are accurate and high-quality?
All our resources are being collected and/or created by educators in Virginia. The resources they recommend or contribute are based on their knowledge of the Standards of Learning and on their experiences working with students. They are not officially reviewed by the VDOE but rely on the judgment of our excellent teachers, those who provide them to #GoOpenVA and those who chose them to use with their students. Many of these resources are reviewed and recommended in Collections developed by either school divisions, independent educational entities (such as museums), higher education institutions, or by professional organizations (such as the Virginia Association of School Librarians or the Virginia Association of Science Teachers, etc.). Virginia educators have a collective responsibility for vetting.

What about accessibility?
Built into #GoOpenVA are tools to easily identify and locate materials which use specific and general accessibility features. All those who contribute are asked to provide resources that are accessible using the provided guidelines and checklists. The feedback and evaluation tools in #GoOpenVA also allow for others to note that a particular resource is not accessible, to provide accessible versions of a resource, and/or for #GoOpenVA to remove the resource.

Who can use #GoOpenVA?
Because #GoOpenVA is a part of the national #GoOpen project, materials posted on the #GoOpenVA site are available to all unless specifically identified as non-public. Freely sharing resources among learners and educators is the purpose of the OER movement. However, only Virginia educators are able to post materials or comments, or participate in collaborations.  

Who determines the policies and procedures used on #GoOpenVA?
The #GoOpenVA Advisory Board includes representatives from schools divisions, museums, institutions of higher education, libraries, the governor's office, and other relevant state agencies around the Commonwealth. This group of dedicated individuals supports and encourages the use of OER. Through focused subcommittees, the Advisory Committee develops policies and procedures. An Evaluation subcommittee reviews outcomes to determine if those policies and procedures actually work as intended.

Is OER only available in digital format?
Like most educational resources these days, most OER are “born” digital. But like traditional resources, they can be made available to students in both digital and printed formats (including in the form of a traditional ‘textbook’). Of course, digital OER are easier to share, modify, and redistribute, but being digital is not what makes something an OER or not. 

What is the difference between “free” and “open?”
Openly-licensed educational resources are and always will be free in digital form, but not all free resources are OER. Free resources may only be temporarily free or may be restricted from use at some time in the future (including by the addition of fees to access those resources). Moreover, free resources which may not be modified, adapted or redistributed without express permissions from the copyright holder are not OER.

How do I know if an educational resource is an OER?
The key distinguishing characteristic of OER is its intellectual property license and the freedoms the license grants to others to share and adapt it. If a lesson plan or activity is not clearly tagged or marked as being in the public domain or having an open license, it is not OER. It’s that simple. While custom copyright licenses can be developed to facilitate the development and use of OER, often it can be easier to apply free-to-use standardized licenses developed specifically for that purpose, such as those developed by Creative Commons. Note that Creative Commons (CC) licenses that include an ND clause (i.e., no derivatives) are not considered OER. For more information about CC licenses see: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/. 
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