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I	
  have	
  tried	
  to	
  support	
  professional	
  development	
  for	
  more	
  than	
  30	
  years.	
  	
  This	
  list	
  of	
  resources	
  consists	
  of	
  

frequently	
  used	
  texts	
  and	
  some	
  key	
  articles	
  and	
  book	
  chapters	
  that	
  I	
  believe	
  communicate	
  some	
  big	
  ideas.	
  It	
  is	
  
not	
  intended	
  to	
  be	
  exhaustive	
  and	
  obviously	
  reflects	
  my	
  biases.	
  	
  Together	
  with	
  Jackie	
  Mowery,	
  a	
  current	
  

graduate	
  student	
  at	
  National	
  Louis	
  University	
  and	
  former	
  graduate	
  assistants	
  Jenni	
  Cole	
  and	
  Lauren	
  Dawes	
  
from	
  National	
  Louis	
  University	
  and	
  Lyndsay	
  Jenkins	
  from	
  Northern	
  Illinois	
  University,	
  we	
  are	
  preparing	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  

advance	
  organizers	
  (AOs)	
  for	
  each	
  article	
  or	
  book	
  chapter	
  linked	
  to	
  these	
  big	
  ideas.	
  

1. Response	
  to	
  Intervention	
  (RTI),	
  an	
  alternative	
  method	
  for	
  use	
  in	
  the	
  Specific	
  Learning	
  Disabilities	
  (SLD)	
  
entitlement	
  process	
  was	
  inserted	
  into	
  IDEA	
  2004	
  to	
  remedy	
  30	
  years	
  of	
  (a)	
  complaints	
  from	
  practice	
  by	
  
educators	
  and	
  parents,	
  and	
  (b)	
  research	
  on	
  school-­‐based	
  SLD	
  identification	
  practices.	
  

2. RTI	
  is	
  more	
  than	
  just	
  SLD	
  entitlement	
  and	
  in	
  most	
  communities	
  is	
  geared	
  to	
  support	
  implementation	
  of	
  
a	
  multi-­‐tier	
  system	
  of	
  services	
  and	
  supports	
  based	
  on	
  early	
  intervention	
  and	
  prevention	
  for	
  all	
  
students.	
  A	
  better	
  conception	
  is	
  Multi-­‐Tiered	
  Services	
  and	
  Supports	
  for	
  ALL	
  Students.	
  

3. Secondary	
  schools	
  are	
  not	
  as	
  prepared	
  to	
  implement	
  MTSS	
  due	
  to	
  years	
  of	
  staff	
  development	
  targeted	
  
almost	
  exclusively	
  to	
  elementary	
  schools.	
  	
  More	
  background	
  knowledge	
  acquisition	
  and	
  leadership	
  
and	
  planning	
  is	
  required.	
  

4. Secondary	
  implementation	
  of	
  MTSS	
  is	
  based	
  on	
  similar,	
  although	
  not	
  identical	
  big	
  ideas.	
  Paramount	
  is	
  
supporting	
  good	
  pedagogy	
  and	
  behavior	
  support	
  in	
  content	
  area	
  classes,	
  and	
  providing	
  the	
  intense	
  
basic	
  skill	
  interventions	
  that	
  some	
  students	
  still	
  need.	
  

5. Early	
  intervention	
  through	
  screening,	
  universal	
  and	
  individual,	
  remains	
  a	
  key	
  component	
  of	
  multi-­‐tier	
  
models,	
  but	
  the	
  purpose	
  is	
  modified	
  to	
  screen	
  for	
  those	
  students	
  who	
  need	
  intensive	
  direct	
  instruction	
  
basic	
  skills	
  treatment	
  and	
  those	
  students	
  with	
  lower	
  level	
  basic	
  skills	
  but	
  who	
  need	
  support	
  for	
  success	
  
in	
  content	
  area	
  classes.	
  

6. RTI	
  implementation	
  must	
  be	
  considered	
  an	
  innovation	
  and	
  therefore	
  careful	
  attention	
  must	
  be	
  
directed	
  to	
  the	
  challenges	
  of	
  the	
  change	
  process.	
  	
  

	
  
The	
  “Physician’s	
  Desk	
  References”	
  for	
  RTI	
  

These	
  are	
  the	
  reference	
  books	
  that	
  I	
  refer	
  to	
  continuously	
  to	
  figure	
  out	
  what	
  works	
  and	
  what	
  to	
  do.	
  	
  All	
  are	
  
practice-­‐friendly	
  and	
  designed	
  to	
  translate	
  into	
  things	
  to	
  do.	
  

Archer,	
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  L.,	
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  Hughes,	
  C.	
  A.	
  (2011).	
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  instruction:	
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  and	
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  teaching.	
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  Guilford	
  
Press.	
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  Direct	
  instruction	
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Scientifically	
  Based	
  or	
  Evidence-­‐Based	
  Practices	
  

A	
  couple	
  of	
  resources	
  that	
  I	
  believe	
  are	
  helpful	
  for	
  understanding	
  evidence-­‐based	
  practices.	
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Secondary	
  RTI	
  Resources	
  

These	
  are	
  the	
  readings	
  that	
  I	
  believe	
  do	
  a	
  nice	
  job	
  of	
  providing	
  some	
  broad	
  brushstrokes	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  specifics	
  in	
  
implementing	
  coordinated,	
  early	
  intervening	
  services	
  in	
  a	
  multi-­‐tier	
  model	
  including	
  RTI.	
  These	
  articles	
  and	
  
chapters	
  have	
  a	
  systems	
  focus	
  or	
  secondary	
  focus	
  although	
  some	
  include	
  K-­‐12	
  content.	
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