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How can we nurture our students’ growth

as vocabulary learners?




Be rooted in
research.
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Research has consistently correlated vocabulary
development with reading comprehension and academic
achievement. (Anderson & Nagy, 1991)

Students who have a solid word base get ahead faster and

achieve more in school, while students with a less-developed
vocabulary tend to progress more slowly. (Stanovich, 1986)
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High poverty students often enter school without the
vocabulary base necessary to achieve in school (Hart &

Risley, 1995; 2003).
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‘Meaningful Differences”

Words
heard per
hour

Words heard in a
100-hour week

Words heard in a
5,200-hour year

Words heard
In 4 years

62,000

3 million

13 million

125,000

6 million

26 million

215,000

11 million

45 million

(Hart & Risley, 1995)




Writing is dependent upon the ability to draw upon
words to describe an event. (Mayer & Brause, 1986).

Vocabulary knowledge in kindergarten and first grade is a
significant predictor of reading and writing

comprehension in the middle and secondary grades
(Hemphill & Tivnan, 2008).



NAEP Vocabulary Study 2009, 2011, and 2013
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Connect to
relevant
standards.
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Hey, where's

vocabulary?
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Find the Vocabulary
Standards!

1. Choose a grade level and a partner.

2. Review the English SOL for your chosen
grade level.

3. Use one highlighter to indicate standards
that require students to demonstrate
vocabulary skills.

4.Use the other highlighter to indicate
standards that require students to
understand or use vocabulary
knowledge.
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Examples of Vocabulary in Virginia SOL

O Homophones O Symbol, euphemism, oxymoron, paradox
O Roofts O Greek and Latin roots

O Prefixes O Word origins and derivatives

O Suffixes O Connotation/denotation

O Synonyms/antonyms O Multiple meanings

O Context clues O Analogy construction

O Content area words O Idioms

O Reference materials O Allusions

O

Figurative language
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Consider
how
students will
be assessed.
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Strategic Assessment

O Formative—when the cook tastes the soup

O Summative—when the guests taste the soup



Virginia Released Item—
Sample Vocabulary Question

Directions: You do not need to read a passage to answer the question. Read and answer the question.
Click on the correct answers.

SAMPLE B

Which two words are synonyms of ordinary?

One of Mario’s toy cars is very rare,
while the other one is ordinary.

regular

easy

popular

common

interesting
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Virginia Released Item—Grade 3

What is the root word in “discovered”?

A disc
B disco
C cover

D over

In the online version of the test, the
reading passage appears on the left
side of the screen.
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Virginia Released ltem—Grade 3
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In the online version of the test, the
reading passage appears on the left
side of the screen.

the word invisible mean?

A clear
B small
C hidden

D forgotten

In step 3 of "Mirror Message,” what does

15 of 40




—Virginia Released ltem—Grade 3 -

Directions: You do not need to read a passage to answer the question. Read and answer the question.

Read this sentence and dictionary entry. Which meaning of charge is used in
the sentence?

too much for strawberries. Al

In the winter, grocery stores charge ‘

B 2

charge (chiirj) v. 1. To give orders. 2. To set as a price.

C3

3. To fill up completely. 4, To rush forward.

D4
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Virginia Released ltem—Grade 3

What does pause mean in line 13?

_ A Try to remember
B Begin to ask questions
C Think about the past

D Stop for a short time

In the online version of the test, the
reading passage appears on the left
side of the screen.
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Virginia Released ltem—Grade 5

Directions: You do not need to read a passage to answer the question. Read and answer the question.
Click and drag the correct shaded words to the boxes.

Which words from this history textbook are synonyms?

Synonyms

l

colony

a group of people who move to
settle in another land but who still
remain citizens of their own country

landowner
a person who owns property

settlement
a village of persons in a
new country

territory
the land or waters belonging to
or under the rule of a government

trading post
a place where the exchange of
goods takes place
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Virginia Released ltem—Grade 8
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In the online version of the test, the
reading passage appears on the left
side of the screen.

Complete this analogy.
Skilled is to expert as —
A studied is to lesson

B informed is to elder

C questioned is to rider

D rejected is to horse




Virginia Released Item—End of Course

Directions: You do not need to read a passage to answer the question. Read and answer the question.
Click on the correct shaded answer.

Which word carries a negative connotation in this sentence?

Patrick’s mother is assuming that when

her son refrains from fraternizing so

much, he will become more accomplished.
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Plan for
research-based
vocabulary
Instruction.
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4-Part Vocabulary Framework

Rich and
Varied
Language
Experiences

Word
Consciousness

Word

Learning
Strategies

Individual
Word
Instruction
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Teach
Individual

Words
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Some words are more important
to teach than others.

e Words e General e Domain-
used in academic specific
everyday words words

speech e Words e \Words
e Students found found

with a more often more often
limited in written in written

vocabulary texts texts

will need across within a

support disciplines specific
discipline




Choosing Words to Teach

OThere is a converging sense that deep vocabulary
study should be restricted to a small number of
words that students can build on (Graves et al.,
2013; Kelley et al., 2010; McKeown & Beck, 2004).

OChoose words carefully, making sure they are high utility.



Select 5-7 Words

School’s reading program. Using vocabulary from
the reading program provides multiple exposures to
the words.

Text that students will see. Vocabulary needs to be
introduced in meaningful context.

Content and concept specific vocabularx. What
vocabulary will meet essential questions:




Remember...

Different types of words require
different types of instruction!



Teach
Word-

Learning
Strategies




Word-learning Strategy:
USE OF CONTEXT

e Around word
° In worc
* Beyond word




S \our - GViC _dmLy Yo \ote when you turn 18

Jou S\WouH.emoumﬂe_\/our‘ Qsassn'mlc%r‘» 1o

A‘\T\{ *\WG\F btﬁ;‘,x‘ QA‘ Q\\ hm(\g

eTIMmes P@OP\C \N\\\ . PVO+€9+ s ”C 'H'VV

do not QQree With a decision HkﬂL ha's peen made

© Brenda J. Overturf, Ed. D.




Word Learning Strategy:
USE OF WORD PARTS

* Multisyllabic words

* Affixes

* Roots

* Basis of many content area words
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Word Learning Strategy:
USE OF REFERENCE MATERIALS

e Authentic use
e (larification



Provide Rich
Language

Experiences




Develop Word

Consciousness




Ways to Develop Word Consciousness

O Adding synonyms and O Wide reading

ntonym ini
antonyms O Vocabulary mini-lessons

OWord of the Day

O Word Play (embedding, jokes,
O Academic conversation riddles, puns)

O Read alouds of brief texts

O Concept word walls

O “Fast-mapping” related words
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Put the plan
Into actionin a
way that is fun
for kids!
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O Create context

O Choose appropriate words to express meaning
O Include linking words for coherence and organization

O Use figurative language to bring writing to life
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Word Definition Map

Concept of
Definition to

Summary

The Word

—>

1. Read a passage.
2. Choose a high-utility vocabulary word.
3. Answer:
What is it? (definition)
What is it like? characteristics)
What are some examples?

4. Using the map, write an extended
summary definition of the word.
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Social Studies Diamante Poem




Modeling an
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Opinion "
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* OREO organizer (Opinion-

Reason-Evidence-Opinion)

* Use cards with words and
phrases to model

transitions.
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OREO

Organizer

* Students read passage #2.

* Students use the OREO
organizer to map their

opinion essay or response.

* Encourage students to

include transition words and

phrases.
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Reason #1

Explanation

Reason #2

Explonation

Ovpinicn restated




Students Write
and Polish
their Opinion
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Celebrate and

assess
vocabulary
learning!
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Deal or No Deal



Toasting Party



How can we teach thinking through
vocabulary assessment?




RITH SO AL F The v
Jack Prelutsky & Lane Smith .



Vocabulary Learning Targets

= Ul Hu\" '

{(HiRNES i§ 81N Jv," ' i
ST ¥ 1)

—‘(,i J( seNeval Dre(es /)L *‘fxf!l.ﬂ
evidence. 10 support 0text analusis.

© Brenda J. Overturf, Ed. D




Elementary
Vocabulary
Assessment
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VOCABULARY WEEK #4
Dﬂ‘f&:_

Word Bank:
scarcity  navigate  colonization conflict prejudice economy

Dear Mrs. Hammer,

How are you? I wanted to let you know what we have been doing in school
this week. In Social Studies class we are learning how explorers from Spain,
Fran nd England came to America (the New World) to find riches and a route
to Asia. The riches and resources that were found in the New World were taken
back to their sponsor country to improve their . Many of these
explorers started settlements. These explorations and settlements led to the

of the New World. I am excited because we are going fo
start learning about the first colonies next week!

Many of the explorers plotted a course and used a compass to

their way to the New World. After months on the ships. the:
oftenarrived to the New World with a of resources. Often
was caused between the Europeans and Native Americans when

the Europeans took the resources the Native Americans needed to survive.

Europeans were unfamiliar with the Native Americans and had a
toward them, Oftenthey were treated as unintelligent. heartless savages.
I hope you have a wonderful weekend. I look forward to seeing you on

Your favorite student

Bonus question: Using your context clues, what does the word "savages” mean in
the passage?
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Circle the synomym (word that means the same) that

1. Revelution agoinst taxes

L tr
d, peace

4. Repeal the stamp act
g. instill

7. Constitution of America
a. framework

country
outsider
alien
tward Ex pansion
a. l:lr'r'|'|:|||'1£'g'
rrinizh

16. De=olate environment
a. plush

¢ flourishing
, populated

2. Traitor to the king
a. loyal

. confidant
¢. friend

. snitch

E. Union of the colonies
. division

. separation

. Amendment to the law
. original
. permanent

. Pevision

. honest

4. Pioneer people
a. endemic

b. native

¢. horrible

d. frontiersmen

17. Aequisition of territory
a. cbtain

b. surrender

¢. forfei

d. sacrifice

ith the balded and underlined word.

3. Independence from control
a. freedom

b. reliant

¢. dependent

d. childish

6. Neutral between sides
a. impartial

b. opinionated

¢. partial

d. inferesting

9. Preamble to the Constitution

d. infroduction

12. We live in o democracy
a. attic

b. monare

c. dictatorship

d. government

15, Migration fo warmenr region
a. stable

18. Build a hemestead
a. temporary

b. unsettled

¢, deserted

d. dwelling




Interdisciplinary
Team
Assessment
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Vocabulary Assessment: Cycle 2 (8™ Grade)

Name;
Part 1 — Matching

rtions: In the spoce next to each word, write the letter of the definition that best matches the term

Ratification A. An inherent skill or talent; a quickness
to learn.
Proportion 3. The gaseous mass or envelope
surrounding the earth and retained by
Nontiction its gravitational field
A literary work that is based on true
~ Atmosphere events and information,
A relationship between quantities such
Aplitude that If one changes then the other
changes in the same manner.
To approve and give formal consent to

something.



Part 2 - Fill in the Blank

Directions: Use o word from the box to complete each sentence. Write the letter in the correct space,

(A) Ratification (B) Proportion {C) Nonfiction (D) Atmosphere (E) Apt.ludj

The author, tired of writing stories for children, decided that it was time to write something different
and started working on a piece,

Your BMI {body mass index) is calculated according to the of your height and weight.
Technically, the taller you are, the heavier you can weigh and still be considered healthy

The two political parties argued over the _/~  of the bill. While the Democrats were happy and
wanted to move forward, the Republicans refused to accept it without hanges

I'he young child showed an . Tor music, He was able to play the most complicated pleces without
even taking a class.

Unable to penetrate the Earth's ", the X-rays from the sun’s flare can only be detected from

space.
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ELA Professiona
Learning
Community
Assessment
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Choose a synonym / antonym for the underlined word in the sentence. Read

carefully to determine whether a synonym or antonym is needed.

| felt a bit contamptuo ward the villain in the book. (synonym)

used cor Wance 1o or e rhythm and rhyme. (antonym)

pattern
alliteration

or town’s new library. (synonym)

re 3 Commn age. (antonym)

regicna

ays think

(synonym)

attitude

the context clues in the firs , what is the deflir

What co 5 v u to define the word gleefully?




After reading How Evil Came Into the World, answer questions 1 - 6, Use the text to

r support your answers.
1. What is the meaning of the word bestow as it is used in paragraph 1?
I I A Togive
A t 2 phrase fi paragraph 2 best helps ¢ y ) of bestow?
S S e S S m e n o n s 101 take away any gifi that another mortal had given.”

il balance secount

de upofall g

w of Olym

a cruftsman

friendly

phrase from 1

potten rules

ontrol

s clanfy the meaming of undisciplined?

“« just a little too-curious
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Become
hyperpolysyllabicomaniacs!



Thank You!

Brenda J. Overturf, Ed. D.

bjoverturf@gmail.com

www.bjoverturf.com


http://www.bjoverturf.com/

