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First…

Be rooted in 
research.
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Research has consistently correlated vocabulary  

development with reading comprehension and academic

achievement. (Anderson & Nagy, 1991)

Students who have a solid word base get ahead faster and 

achieve more in school, while students with a less-developed 
vocabulary tend to progress more slowly.  (Stanovich, 1986)
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Research findings:

High poverty students often enter school without the 
vocabulary base necessary to achieve in school (Hart & 
Risley, 1995; 2003).
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Words 

heard per 

hour

Words heard in a 

100-hour week

Words heard in a 

5,200-hour year

Words heard 

in 4 years

Group A 616 62,000 3 million 13 million

Group B 1,251 125,000 6 million 26 million

Group C 2,153 215,000 11 million 45 million

“Meaningful Differences”

(Hart & Risley, 1995)
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Vocabulary knowledge in kindergarten and first grade is a 
significant predictor of reading and writing 
comprehension in the middle and secondary grades 
(Hemphill & Tivnan, 2008). 

Writing is dependent upon the ability to draw upon 
words to describe an event.  (Mayer & Brause, 1986). 
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NAEP Vocabulary Study 2009, 2011, and 2013

Findings are consistent 
with a body of research 
establishing that 
vocabulary is predictive 
of reading 
achievement.

Margaret McKeown
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Next…

Connect to 
relevant 
standards.
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Find the Vocabulary 
Standards!
1. Choose a grade level and a partner. 

2. Review the English SOL for your chosen 
grade level. 

3. Use one highlighter to indicate standards 
that require students to demonstrate 
vocabulary skills.

4. Use the other highlighter to indicate 
standards that require students to 
understand or use vocabulary 
knowledge.
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Examples of Vocabulary in Virginia SOL

 Homophones

 Roots

 Prefixes

 Suffixes

 Synonyms/antonyms

 Context clues

 Content area words

 Reference materials

 Figurative language

 Symbol, euphemism, oxymoron, paradox

 Greek and Latin roots

 Word origins and derivatives

 Connotation/denotation

 Multiple meanings

 Analogy construction

 Idioms

 Allusions
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Also…

Consider 
how 
students will 
be assessed.
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 Formative—when the cook tastes the soup

 Summative—when the guests taste the soup

Strategic Assessment
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Virginia Released Item—
Sample Vocabulary Question
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Virginia Released Item—Grade 3
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Virginia Released Item—Grade 3
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Virginia Released Item—Grade 3 
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Virginia Released Item—Grade 3

© Brenda J. Overturf, Ed. D.



Virginia Released Item—Grade 5
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Virginia Released Item—Grade 8
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Virginia Released Item—End of Course
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Then…

Plan for 
research-based 
vocabulary 
instruction.
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4-Part Vocabulary Framework
Rich and 
Varied  

Language 
Experiences

Word  
Consciousness

Word 
Learning 

Strategies

Individual 
Word 

Instruction
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Teach 
Individual 

Words
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Some words are more important 
to teach than others.
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Choosing Words to Teach

There is a converging sense that deep vocabulary 

study should be restricted to a small number of 

words that students can build on (Graves et al., 

2013; Kelley et al., 2010; McKeown & Beck, 2004).

Choose words carefully, making sure they are high utility.
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School’s reading program.  Using vocabulary from 
the reading program provides multiple exposures to 
the words. 

Text that students will see. Vocabulary needs to be 
introduced in meaningful context.

Content and concept specific vocabulary. What  
vocabulary will meet essential questions? 

Select 5-7 Words
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Remember…

Different types of words require 
different types of instruction!
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Teach 
Word-

Learning 
Strategies
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Word-learning Strategy: 
USE OF CONTEXT

• Around word 
• In word
• Beyond word
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Word Learning Strategy: 
USE OF WORD PARTS

• Multisyllabic words
• Affixes
• Roots
• Basis of many content area words
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Word Learning Strategy:
USE OF REFERENCE MATERIALS

• Authentic use
• Clarification
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Provide Rich 
Language 

Experiences
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Develop Word 
Consciousness
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Ways to Develop Word Consciousness

Adding synonyms and 
antonyms

Concept  word walls

“Fast-mapping” related words

Academic conversation

Read alouds of brief texts

Wide reading

Vocabulary mini-lessons

Word of the Day

Word Play (embedding, jokes, 
riddles, puns)
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Now…

Put the plan 
into action in a 
way that is fun 
for kids!
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Writers…

 Create context

 Choose appropriate words to express meaning

 Include linking words for coherence and organization

 Use figurative language to bring writing to life
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Concept of 
Definition to 
Summary

1. Read a passage.

2. Choose a high-utility vocabulary word. 

3. Answer:

What is it? (definition)

What is it like? characteristics)

What are some examples?

4.    Using the map, write an extended 
summary definition of the word.
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Social Studies Diamante Poem
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Modeling an 
Opinion

• Model with passage #1

• OREO organizer  (Opinion-

Reason-Evidence-Opinion)

• Use cards with words and

phrases to model 

transitions.
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Model Using 
Sentence 
Frames

• Follow the organizer.

• Include transition words and 

phrases.
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OREO 
Organizer

• Students read passage #2.

• Students use the OREO 

organizer to map their 

opinion essay or response.

• Encourage students to 

include transition words and 

phrases.
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Students Write 
and Polish 
their Opinion
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Finally…

Celebrate and 
assess 
vocabulary 
learning!
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Deal or No Deal

© Brenda J. Overturf, Ed. D.



Toasting Party
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How can we teach thinking through 
vocabulary assessment?
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Vocabulary Learning Targets
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Elementary 
Vocabulary 
Assessment
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Interdisciplinary 
Team 
Assessment
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ELA Professional 
Learning 
Community 
Assessment
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Standards-
based 
Assessment
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Become 
hyperpolysyllabicomaniacs!
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Brenda J. Overturf, Ed. D.

bjoverturf@gmail.com

www.bjoverturf.com

Thank You!
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