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Learning Objectives 

• Articulate the business rules that influence the 
growth data you will receive 

• Examine Student Growth Percentile (SGP)  
levels 

• Analyze examples of student growth 
information as it will be provided in Fall 2011 

– SGP report format 

 

2 



3 

Virginia’s SGP Business Rules:  
Who is included 

A Student Growth Percentile will be calculated for students who 
participate in Standards of Learning (SOL) testing for reading and/or 
mathematics in grades 4-8 and Algebra I through grade 9 with the 
exception of: 

– students with two or more years of advanced scores (> 500) in the 
same content area, 

– students who do not have two consecutive years of SOL scores in the 
same subject (mathematics or reading), including students who 
completed alternate or alternative assessments (VGLA, VAAP, or 
VSEP) within the last two years, 

– Students who take the same level SOL test for two consecutive years; 

– Students who take unusual pathways through the state testing 
program. 



Common Course-taking Patterns for 
Mathematics 
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An SGP will be calculated for students who participate 
in the mathematics assessment program in a sequence 
that is common in Virginia.  Common course-taking 
patterns in mathematics include: 

• Grades 3, 4, and 5 

• Grades 6, 7, 8, and Algebra I 

• Grades 6, 7, and Algebra I 

• Grades 6, 8, and Algebra I 



*Of 408,605 students with applicable  SOL data *Of 434,737 students with applicable SOL data  
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Statewide, the majority of students taking an SOL test will have 
growth data.  



Student Growth Percentile Levels 
 

Low 
 

 
Moderate 

 
High 
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To help interpret student growth percentiles, the VDOE has established categorical growth  
levels of low, moderate, and high. These data will be reported with the growth data for 
your division or school.  
 
Low growth: represents students with SGPs of 1 to 34.  
 
Moderate growth: includes students with SGPs of 35 to 65.  
 
High growth: represents students with SGPs of 66 to 99.  



Student Growth Percentile Levels 
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When considering student level data: 

•  little practical difference exists between student growth  
   percentiles that border the SGP categories (i.e., SGPs of 33  
   and 36 or SGPs of 64 and 67) 

•  SGPs that border the SGP categories could be considered as  
    having low-to-moderate growth or moderate-to-high growth 

•  it is critical to consider the SGP and the SGP categories  



Generating SGP Reports 
• Student Growth Percentile Reports will be 

available through a Single Sign-on for Web 
Systems (SSWS) application 
– Division SSWS Account Managers will assign 

access to the Growth Measure Reports application   

– School divisions will determine locally which staff 
are authorized to have access to these student-
level data 

– School division personnel will have the option of 
providing access to division-level or school-level 
reports 
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Generating SGP Reports 

• Options to select when generating SGP 
reports: 

– School year 

– Reporting window (End of Year or fall) 

– Entire division/particular school 

– All teachers/single teacher 

– Mathematics, reading, or both 
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Generating SGP Reports 
• SGP reports  generated for spring 2011 will 

provide data with teacher information for the 
2010-11 school year. 

• SGP reports generated for fall 2011 will 
provide the spring 2011 data with fall 2011 
teacher information 
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The student growth percentile report: 
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Current Year Information 
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Division and 
school data  
at time  
test was 
administered 
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Test name, SOL 
scaled score and 
proficiency level, 
and growth 
percentile and 
growth level 
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Student 
demographic data 
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• For each highlighted cell on your worksheet, 
determine why there is no student growth percentile 
value 
– Refer to Business Rules 

• Analyze the data on your sample report: 
– Consider/describe mathematics growth at the student level 

– Consider/describe reading growth at the student level 

Session 2, Activity 1: 
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Activity 1 
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Session 2 Activity Answers  
Student Two 
• Student does not have a Grade 3 

Mathematics score, so there are 
not two consecutive years of data 
to calculate an SGP for Grade 4 
Mathematics 

Student Four 
• Student has scored Passed 

Advanced for two or more 
consecutive years, Grade 4 and 
Grade 5 Mathematics; therefore 
an SGP will not be calculated. 
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Students  One, Three, Four, 
Five, Six, Eight, Nine, Ten 
• Growth percentiles are not 

calculated for Grade 3 

Student Seven, Nine 
• Student does not have a Grade 

3 Reading score, so there are 
not two consecutive years of 
data to calculate an SGP for 
Grade 4 Mathematics 
 

Student Eight 
• Student has scored Pass 

Advanced for two or more 
consecutive years, Grade 3, Grade 
4 and Grade 5 Reading; therefore 
an SGP will not be calculated. 



Session 2 Activity Answers 

• Table discussion/responses 

 

– Mathematics 

– Reading 
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