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Introduction   

The History and Social Science Standards of Learning Enhanced Scope and Sequence is a resource intended to 

help teachers align their classroom instruction with the History and Social Science Standards of Learning that 

were adopted by the Board of Education in January 2008. The History and Social Science Enhanced Scope and 

Sequence is organized by topics from the original Scope and Sequence document and includes the content of the 

Standards of Learning and the essential knowledge and skills from the Curriculum Framework. In addition, the 

Enhanced Scope and Sequence provides teachers with sample lesson plans that are aligned with the essential 

knowledge and skills in the Curriculum Framework. 

 

School divisions and teachers can use the Enhanced Scope and Sequence as a resource for developing sound 

curricular and instructional programs. These materials are intended as examples of how the knowledge and skills 

might be presented to students in a sequence of lessons that has been aligned with the Standards of Learning. 

Teachers who use the Enhanced Scope and Sequence should correlate the essential knowledge and skills with 

available instructional resources as noted in the materials and determine the pacing of instruction as appropriate. 

This resource is not a complete curriculum and is neither required nor prescriptive, but it can be a useful 

instructional tool. 

 

The Enhanced Scope and Sequence contains the following components: 

 Units organized by topics from the History and Social Science Scope and Sequence 

 Essential understandings, knowledge, and skills from the History and Social Science Standards of Learning 

Curriculum Framework 

 Related Standards of Learning 

 Sample lesson plans containing 

ï Instructional activities 

ï Sample assessment items 

ï Additional activities, where noted 

ï Sample resources 
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 Organizing Topic  

Locating and Interpreting Geographic Information  

Standard(s) of Learning  _____________________________________________________________ 

3.5 The student will develop map skills by 

                a) positioning and labeling the seven continents and five oceans to create a world map 

                b) using the equator and prime meridian to identify the Northern, Southern, Eastern, and Western  

    Hemispheres: 

e) locating specific places, using a simple letter-number grid system. 

 

3.6 The student will read and construct maps, tables, graphs, and/or charts. 

Essential Understandings, Knowledge, and Skills  ______________________________________ 

 Correlation to 

Instructional Materials  

Skills (to be incorporated into instruc tion throughout the academic year)  
Locate places on a grid system.  _______________  

 

Identify and locate continents, oceans, and major features on maps and globes.  _______________  

 

Draw maps of familiar areas.  _______________  

 

Make and explain bar and pie graphs.  _______________  

 

Draw maps of familiar objects or areas.   _______________  

 

Construct and explain simple charts.  _______________  

 

Content  
Know that there are seven continents and five oceans located in the world.   _______________  

 

Know that the equator and the prime meridian divide the globe into four hemispheres.  _______________  

 

Know that the four hemispheres are Northern, Southern, Eastern, and Western.  _______________  

 

Know the following terms: 

 Hemisphere: half of a sphere (globe) created by the prime meridian or the equator  _______________  

 Equator: an imaginary line around the middle of the Earth that divides the globe into 

the Northern and Southern hemispheres  _______________  

 Prime meridian: an imaginary line that divides the globe into the Eastern and Western 

hemispheres  _______________  

 Regions: places that have common characteristics  _______________  

 

Position and label the physical shapes of the continents (North America, South America, 

Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, Antarctica) and the positions of the five oceans (Arctic, 

Atlantic, Indian, Pacific, and Southern) on a world map.  _______________  

 

Know that the equator and the prime meridian are used to create the Northern, Southern, 

Eastern, and Western hemispheres.  _______________  

 

Know that a simple letter-number grid system on maps is used to locate places.  _______________  
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Know that the letter (left) and number (bottom) coordinates of a grid system identify the 

approximate location of a place.  _______________  

 

Know that maps, tables, graphs, charts, and pictures are visual aids used to gather and 

display geographic information.  _______________  

 

Use maps, tables, graphs, charts, and pictures to classify information.  _______________  

 

Know that the parts of a map include the map title, map legend, and compass rose.  _______________  

 

Know that maps may include a compass rose with intermediate directions of northeast, 

southeast, northwest, and southwest.   _______________  
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Sample Resources  __________________________________________________________________ 

Below is an annotated list of Internet resources recommended for this organizing topic. Copyright restrictions 

may exist for the material on some Web sites. Please note and abide by any such restrictions. 

 

Enchanted Learning. < http://www.enchantedlearning.com/Home.html >. This site contains numerous classroom 

resources, including the following sites for teaching map skills:  

 ñWhere I Live in the U.S.A.ò <http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/label/whereilive/> 

 ñLittle Explorers Picture Dictionary.ò <http://www.enchantedlearning.com/Dictionary.html> 

 ñDistrict of Columbia (Washington, D.C.) Facts, Maps, and Symbols.ò 
<http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/states/dc/> 

 ñVirginia: Facts, Maps, and State Symbols.ò <http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/states/virginia/> 

 ñCompass Rose.ò <http://www.enchantedlearning.com/geography/printouts/compassrose.shtml> 

 ñThe Continents.ò <http://www.enchantedlearning.com/geography/continents/> 

 ñAll about Oceans and Seas.ò <http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/ocean/> 

 

ñInfoplease Atlas.ò Fact Monster. <http://www.factmonster.com/atlas/index.html>. This site offers many 

geographical resources, including a link to its Map Library that contains printable U.S. maps and maps of 

other countries. 

ñMapping Our Worlds.ò EDSITEment. National Endowment for the Humanities. 

<http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=329>. This site contains lessons for map making.  

ñMaps and Geography.ò National Geographic. <http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/atlas/>. This site 

provides geographical information and copies of maps. Click on Printer-Friendly Maps for blank and/or 

outline maps of continents and countries. 

ñMap Adventures" Teacher Packet. <http://egsc.usgs.gov/isb/pubs/teachers-

packets/mapadventures/mapadven.htmlMaps.com>. This document has undergone official review and 

approval for publications established by the National Mapping Division, U.S. Geological Survey. 

 ñOur Nation.ò Benôs Guide to U.S. Government for Kids. <http://bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/nation/index.html>. This 

site shows the location of North America on a globe. Click on arrows to navigate the site. 

ñOutline Maps.ò Education Place. Houghton Mifflin. <http://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/index.html>. This site 

includes outline maps for the United States and the world.    

Virginia Geographic Alliance. < http://www.geography.vt.edu/vga/index.html >. This Virginia-oriented site offers 

links to Teaching Resources and an atlas of Virginia. 

 ñWelcome to MapMachine.ò National Geographic. <http://plasma.nationalgeographic.com/mapmachine/>. This 

online atlas allows visitors to locate places all over the world, and to view locations by population, climate, 

and other characteristics. 

 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/Home.html
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/label/whereilive/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/Dictionary.html
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/states/dc/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/states/virginia/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/geography/printouts/compassrose.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/geography/continents/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/ocean/
http://www.factmonster.com/atlas/index.html
http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=329
http://egsc.usgs.gov/isb/pubs/teachers-packets/mapadventures/mapadven.htmlMaps.com
http://egsc.usgs.gov/isb/pubs/teachers-packets/mapadventures/mapadven.htmlMaps.com
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/nation/index.html
http://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/index.html
http://www.geography.vt.edu/vga/index.html
http://plasma.nationalgeographic.com/mapmachine/
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Session 1: Introduction to the Seven Continents and Five  Oceans  ______________________ 

Materials  

 World map or globe 

Instructional Activities  

1. Introduce the world by using either a world map or a globe. Ask questions about observable characteristics of 

the map (e.g., colors, shapes).  

   

2. Locate the seven continents and five oceans on a map or globe and point out important information (e.g.,  

where North America is located in relation to other continents, that South America is located below North 

America, that Europe is located across the Atlantic Ocean, that Australia is an island, and that Antarctica is 

the most southern continent). Identify and locate the five oceans (e.g., the Atlantic Ocean between the eastern 

coast of North America and Europe, the Pacific Ocean between the western coast of North America and Asia, 

the Indian Ocean close to the eastern shore of Africa and Australia, the Arctic Ocean close to the North Pole, 

and the Southern Ocean, from the coast of Antarctica north to 60 degrees south latitude). 

 

3. Use the Enchanted Learning Web site listed below to review the shapes of the continents: 

<http://www.EnchantedLearning.com/geography/label/labelcontinents.shtml>.      

 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/geography/label/labelcontinents.shtml


Grade 3 
 

2010 History and Social Science Standards of Learning Enhanced Scope and Sequence   
Virginia Department of Education   6 

Session 2: Location of Continents and Oceans Activity  ________________________________ 

Materials  

 Black line world map titled ñLabel the Worldò for each child (Attachment A) 

 Pencils and crayons 

 World map or globe  

Instruct ional Activities  

1. Review the seven continents and five oceans using the world map or globe from the previous session.  

 

2. Explain that water is represented on a map with the color blue. Have students locate bodies of water on the 

class map or globe. 

 

3. Distribute a black line world map to each student (Attachment A). Give students the following directions: 

 Label each continent and ocean on the world map. 

 Color each continent a different color.  

 Color all oceans blue.  

 

NOTE: Make sure that students write their labels dark enough for the words to be seen when the maps have 

been colored.  
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Session 3: Globe to Go  ______________________________________________________________ 

Materials  

 10" ball, or larger, lunch-size brown paper bag for each student 

 Colored markers or paint (enough colors to have blue for water and seven different colors for continents) 

 Paint brushes 

 Glue and scissors 

 Newspapers 

 Activity sheets or pattern pieces of the seven continents (optional) 

 String 

 World map to cut up 

Instructional Activities  

1. Using a 10" ball or blow up a lunch bag, have students draw the equator around the center and label it. 

Discuss facts about the equator (e.g., it is an imaginary line around the center of the earth, like a belt. It 

divides the Earth into two hemispheres, north and south). Locate the north and south poles. 

 

2. Have students make the seven continents. Either create activity sheets of the seven continents, provide a map 

that students can use to trace the continents, or make map pattern pieces for them to trace. Students can make 

all the continents first, and on the final day glue them to the ball/bag. Or they can proceed as indicated below. 

NOTE: Cover desks or tables with newspaper while students are using glue, scissors, and paint or markers. 

 

 Make Antarctica first.  

Show students the shape of Antarctica on a globe and then show its shape on maps. Discuss why the 

shapes are different. Have students make Antarctica. Discuss the climate of Antarctica and explain that 

this continent is not divided into countries, that this continent has no native people living there, and that 

most people there are scientists and researchers studying the climate and animal life. Encourage students 

to keep this continent white to represent its snow-covered land. Discuss the terms southern hemisphere 

and South Pole. Have students attach Antarctica to the bottom of the ball/bag, using craft glue. 

 

As a resource on Antarctica, see the Web site at 

<http://www.EnchantedLearning.com/geography/antarctica/outlinemap/>.  

 

 Make North and South America.  

Using the suggested method in step 2, have students make both continents. Remind students that the 

United States is located in North America, along with Canada and Mexico. Have students make South 

America. Discuss that this continent is divided into many countries. Have students glue these continents 

to the ball/bag using craft glue. The students should use the equator and Antarctica as a point of reference 

for gluing South America and then North America. 

 

As resources on North America and South America, see the Web sites at 

<http://www.EnchantedLearning.com/subjects/continents/Northam/label/label.shtml> and 

<http://www.EnchantedLearning.com/subjects/continents/Southam/label/labelsa.shtml>.  

 

 Make the continent of Australia. 

Using the suggested method in step 2, have students make Australia. Explain that Australia is the name of 

the continent and the country located there. Explain that the area including New Zealand and the other 

islands near Australia is also called Oceania. Have students glue Australia to the ball/bag using craft glue. 

The students should use the equator, Antarctica, and South America as reference points.  

 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/geography/antarctica/outlinemap/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/continents/Northam/label/label.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/continents/Southam/label/labelsa.shtml
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As a resource on Australia, see the Web site at 

<http://www.EnchantedLearning.com/subjects/continents/Australia/label/labelaus.shtml>.  

 

 Make the continent of Africa. 

Using the suggested method in step 2, have students make Africa. Explain that Africa is divided into 

many countries. Show students where Egypt is located, and have them label it on the continent. Have 

students glue Africa to the ball/bag using craft glue. 

 

As a resource on Africa, see the Web site at 

<http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/continents/Africa/labelcountries/label.shtml>.  

 

 Make the continents of Europe and Asia.  

Using the suggested method in step 2, have students make Europe and Asia. Show students where China 

is located, and have them label it on their continent. Have students glue these continents to the ball/bag 

using craft glue. 

 

As a resource on Europe and Asia, see the Web site at 

<http://www.EnchantedLearning.com/subjects/continents/Europe/label/label.shtml>. 

 

 Label the oceans. 

Have students write in the names of the oceans on their ball/bag. Encourage them to use directional words 

to explain where each ocean is located. Ask questions to check studentsô understanding:   

ï  Which ocean is between North America and Europe?   

ï  Which ocean is the largest ocean and is between North America and Asia?   

ï  Which ocean is located directly opposite Antarctica?   

ï  Where is the Indian Ocean? 

ï  Where is the Southern Ocean? 

 

3. Hang the student ñglobesò around the room with string. 

 

4. Use the free software located at <http://www.yourchildlearns.com/dirmpcon.htm> to allow the students to 

play an interactive world puzzle game.  

 

5. Have students visit the National Geographic Web site at <http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geospy> to 

practice identifying continents. 

 

6. Optional: As an additional assignment, have students research a continent and write a report about it to share 

orally with the class.  

 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/continents/Australia/label/labelaus.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/continents/Africa/labelcountries/label.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/continents/Europe/label/label.shtml
http://www.yourchildlearns.com/dirmpcon.htm
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geospy
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Session 4: Identification of Hemispheres  ______________________________________________ 

Materials  

 Orange, grapefruit, or apple 

 Small kitchen-knife to cut the fruit 

 World map with hemispheres to label and place in notebooks (one per student) 

 Large world map 

Instructional Activities  

1. Define the term sphere, and explain that a sphere is the shape of the Earth. 

 

2. Have the students identify an orange, grapefruit, and/or an apple as a sphere. 

 

3. Use a knife to cut a fruit sphere in half. Identify the cut as the equator. Point out that the equator runs east and 

west. 

 

4. Identify the halves of the fruit sphere as the northern and southern hemispheres. 

 

5. Locate the equator on a world map. Identify the Northern, Southern, Eastern, and Western hemispheres and 

the continents that are located in those hemispheres. 

 

6. Put the hemispheres of the fruit back together and cut in half the opposite direction. Identify this cut as the 

prime meridian, which runs north and south. Explain that the two parts are called the eastern and western 

hemispheres. 

 

7. Locate the prime meridian on a world map. Identify the northern and southern hemispheres and the continents 

located in each of these hemispheres. 

 

8. Distribute copies of a world map to each student. Have students label the equator, the prime meridian, and the 

four hemispheres. Check studentsô maps for accuracy, then ask them to place their map in their notebook for 

future reference. 

 

NOTE:  

      Be cautious to ensure that the small kitchen-knife used in this activity is used only by the teacher. Students 

should not be permitted to use the knife. 
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Session 5: Identification of the Parts of a Map  _________________________________________ 

Materials  

 World map that contains a title, legend, and compass rose 

 Sample maps that contain a title, legend, compass rose, and intermediate directions 

 Aerial/satellite photographs of the state, country, and/or continents of the world 

 Flat maps of the same areas shown in the aerial/satellite photographs 

Instructional Activities  

1. Define and locate the following parts of a map: 

 TitleðThe name or kind of map 

 Map legendðA list of shapes and symbols used on a map, with an explanation of each  

 Compass roseðA symbol that shows direction (north, east, south, and west) on a map 

 Intermediate directionsðnortheast, southeast, northwest, and southwest 

 

2. Explain to students that a map is a drawing that shows what places look like from above and where they are 

located. 

 

3. Ask students to close their eyes and pretend they are in a space shuttle. With their eyes still closed, ask them 

to imagine looking down on the Earth from the sky. Have them describe what the Earth looks like from the 

shuttle. What details can they see (e.g., oceans, land, continents)? Using an overhead or computer projection, 

show students aerial/satellite photographs of a state, country, and/or continent of the world. Have them 

compare an aerial/satellite image to a flat map of the same area. Ask them to locate places (e.g., cities, bodies 

of water, mountains) on both the aerial/satellite image and the map. Ask them what the differences are 

between a satellite image of a place and a flat map of the same place (e.g., no title, legend, compass, visible 

borders, labels, or symbols on a satellite map). Discuss briefly the uses of satellite maps of Earth (e.g., 

weather forecasts, environmental studies, land planning, surveillance). 

 

Web sites with aerial/satellite images include the following: 

 U.S. Geological Survey. <http://edcsns17.cr.usgs.gov/EarthExplorer/> 

 ñMaps and Globes.ò National Geographic. 
<http://www.nationalgeographic.com/education/teacher_store/product_lines/grade_pdfs/GR3.SE-p8-

11.pdf>. 

 GESource World Guide. <http://www.gesource.ac.uk/worldguide/>. 

 

4. Use available classroom maps to review the parts of a map. Discuss why the title, map legend, and compass 

rose are important to the person reading a map. Ask what problems the map reader could have if there were 

no title, no map legend, or no compass rose. 

 

 

http://edcsns17.cr.usgs.gov/EarthExplorer/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/education/teacher_store/product_lines/grade_pdfs/GR3.SE-p8-11.pdf
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/education/teacher_store/product_lines/grade_pdfs/GR3.SE-p8-11.pdf
http://www.gesource.ac.uk/worldguide/
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Session 6: Using a Grid Map  _________________________________________________________ 

Materials  

 Grid map of the world 

 Several other grid maps (U.S. map, Virginia map, city or county map) 

Instructional Activities  

1.  Define the term grid map (e.g., horizontal and vertical lines all across a map, forming an extended tic-tac-toe 

pattern, to help people locate specific places on the map). 

  

2. Have students arrange their desks in a grid pattern, such as the one below: 

 

G 

 

 

 

      

F 

 

 

 

      

E 

 

 

 

      

D 

 

 

 

      

 

C 

 

       

 

B 

 

       

 

A 

 

       

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 

Have students develop questions to ask each other related to the location of studentsô desk using the desk grid 

map (e.g., Who is sitting at desk D6?, Who is sitting behind G4?). 

 

3. Display grid maps of Virginia, the United States, and the world. Give students the coordinates (e.g., F8, L20) 

of towns, cities, countries, bodies of water, and/or mountains, and ask them to find the corresponding location 

on the map. Then point to places on the map and have students identify the coordinates of that place.  

 

 Ask students to give examples of how grid maps could be useful to them or their family (e.g., to find the 

location of a store or other building in a city, to locate a town or vacation spot they have never visited before, 

to locate an unfamiliar city or other place mentioned in the news). 

 

4. Have students divide into two teams to identify locations and coordinates. Have students develop questions to 

ask each other related to the location of places on a grid map. 

 



Grade 3 
 

2010 History and Social Science Standards of Learning Enhanced Scope and Sequence   
Virginia Department of Education   12 

Session 7: Assessment  ______________________________________________________________ 

Materials  

 Assessment (Sample assessment items are contained in Attachment B.) 

Instructional Activities  

1. Administer assessment.  
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Additional Activities  

 Read selected books about the seven continents, five oceans, equator, and the prime meridian.  

 Cut into pieces a world map with continents and oceans labeled. Have students glue the pieces back together 

to form the world map.  

 Have students construct a world map, with seven continents, five oceans, equator, and prime meridian. The 

map should also include a title, map legend, symbols, compass rose, and intermediate directions. 

 Make a map skills notebook and include a world map with seven continents and five oceans labeled; 

definitions of terms such as legend/key, title, scale, hemisphere, equator, and prime meridian; a grid map 

designed by students; a world map with the equator, prime meridian, and hemispheres labeled; and maps of 

the United States and Virginia with the map parts labeled. 

 Discuss fractional parts of ½ and ¼ when dividing the world into hemispheres. 

 On the world grid, locate and plot locations of places in the news. 

 Read brief stories or biographical pieces set in other lands, or show photographs of people from different 

countries. Have students locate and plot locations of places mentioned in the stories or photographs.  

 Write poems about the continents and oceans. 
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Attachment A: Label the World  ______________________________________________________ 

Directions: On the map below, label the equator, the seven continents, and the five oceans by using the word bank 

provided.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word Bank 
  

Africa 

Antarctica 

Arctic Ocean 

Asia 

Atlantic Ocean 

Australia 

Equator 

Europe 

Indian Ocean 

North America 

Pacific Ocean 

South America 

Southern Ocean 
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 Attachment B : Sample Assessment Items  ____________________________________________ 

1. Which term is used to describe half of a sphere by 

the Prime Meridian or the Equator? 

A Atmosphere 

B Ocean 

C Hemisphere * 

D Region 

2. Which term is used to describe an imaginary line 

around the middle of the Earth that divides the 

globe into northern and southern hemispheres? 

A Equator * 

B Map Title 

C Symbol 

D Continent 

3. What term is used to describe an imaginary line 

that divides the globe into the eastern and western 

hemispheres? 

A Atmosphere 

B Map Legend 

C Continent 

D Prime Meridian * 

Use this map for items 4 ð6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What continent is located at number 1? 

A Asia 

B North America * 

C Africa 

D South America 

 

5. What continent is located at number 4? 

A North America  

B South America 

C Asia 

D Africa * 

6. What continent is located at number 2? 

A Asia * 

B Australia 

C Europe 

D South America 

7. Have students complete Attachment A. 

 

 

 

 

 

   1    2 

   4    3 



Grade 3 
 

2010 History and Social Science Standards of Learning Enhanced Scope and Sequence   
Virginia Department of Education   16 

Organizing Topic  

Ancient Greece: Contributions and Physical and Human 

Characteristics  

Standard(s) of Learning  _____________________________________________________________ 

3.1 The student will explain how the contributions of ancient Greece and Rome have influenced the present 

world in terms of architecture, government (direct and representative democracy), and sports. 

 

3.4 The student will develop map skills by 

a) locating Greece, Rome, and West Africa; 

b) describing the physical and human characteristics of Greece, Rome, and West Africa;  

c) explaining how the people of Greece, Rome, and West Africa adapted to and/or changed their 

environment to meet their needs 

Essential Understandings, Knowledge, and Skills  ______________________________________ 

 Correlation to 

Instructional Materials  

Skills (to be incorporated into instruction throughout the academic year)  
Locate and use information from print and non-print sources.  _______________  

 

Use resource materials.   _______________  

 

Gather, classify, and interpret information.  _______________  

 

Collect and record information.  _______________  

 

Identify and locate features on a map and globe.  _______________  

 

Locate and use information from print and non-print sources.  _______________  

 

Content  
Understand that the ancient Greeks and Romans were two groups of people who made 

significant contributions to society in terms of architecture, government, and sports.  _______________  

 

Understand that the ancient Greeks and Romans have influenced the lives of people 

today.  _______________  

 

Know the following terms: 

 Contribution: the act of giving or doing something  _______________  

 Direct democracy: a government in which people vote to make their own rules and 

laws  _______________  

 Representative democracy: a government in which people vote for (elect) a smaller 

group of citizens to make their rules and laws for everyone  _______________  
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Explain the contributions of ancient Greece and Rome using the following information 

from the Curriculum Framework: 

 

Architecture 

The architects of ancient Greece and Rome used columns and arches in the construction 

of their buildings. Ancient examples still exist today: 

 GreeceðThe Parthenon (columns)  _______________  

 RomeðThe Colosseum and aqueducts (arches)  _______________  

 

The Arts 

Mosaics, sculpture, and paintings are displayed on buildings.  _______________  

 

The Government of the United States 

The government is based on the ideas developed in ancient Greece and Rome. 

 Greece: birthplace of democracy (government by the people); a direct democracy   _______________  

 Rome: republican (representative) form of government; a representative democracy   _______________  

 

Sports  

Olympic games of today are modeled after the games of ancient Greece.  _______________  

 

Understand that ancient Greece was located near the Mediterranean Sea.  _______________  

 

Know the following term:  

 Characteristics: different traits  _______________  

 

Describe the physical characteristics of the following:  

 Ancient Greece: located on a peninsula with many islands, mountains, and hills, 

surrounded by Mediterranean Sea and limited rich soil  _______________  

 

Describe the human characteristics of the following:  

 Ancient Greece: farmers, shipbuilders, and traders  _______________  

 

Describe how people adapt to their environment in different ways. Explain ways that the 

people of ancient Greece adapted to their environments:  

 Farmed on hillsides   _______________  

 Traded with other countries on the Mediterranean Sea   _______________  

 Developed small, independent communities among the mountains  _______________  
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Sample Resources  __________________________________________________________________ 

Below is an annotated list of Internet resources for this organizing topic. Copyright restrictions may exist for the 

material on some Web sites. Please note and abide by any such restrictions. 

 

Ancient Greece Lesson Plans and Classroom Activities 

<http://www.archaeolink.com/ancient_greece_lesson_plans.htm>. This Web site contains links to lesson 

plans on ancient Greece. 

Enchanted Learning. <http://www.enchantedlearning.com>. This Web site has numerous links to ancient 

civilizations. It also has printable study sheets. 

ñGraphic Organizers.ò Education Place. Houghton Mifflin. <http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/>. This 

Web page has a collection of graphic organizers. 

ñGraphic Organizers.ò SCORE. Schools of California Online Resources for Education. 

<http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/actbank/torganiz.htm>. This Web page offers a variety of formats for 

graphic organizers.  

Matusevich, Melissa. Social Studies Curriculum Resources Poster Sets. 

<http://chumby.dlib.vt.edu/melissa/posters/posterset.html>. This Web site is a resource of social studies 

poster sets for grades Kï3. 

Mr. Dowlingôs Electronic Passport. Mike Dowling. <http://www.mrdowling.com/>. This Web site allows 

students to visit ancient civilizations in a virtual classroom. 

Social Studies for Kids. <http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/>. This Web site has a link to maps and 

information on ancient civilizations. 

Web-Based Projects. University of Richmond. 

<http://oncampus.richmond.edu/academics/as/education/projects/webunits/greecerome/civ.htm>. This Web 

site is a resource for students and teachers on ancient Greece.  

 

 

http://www.archaeolink.com/ancient_greece_lesson_plans.htm
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/
http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/
http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/actbank/torganiz.htm
http://chumby.dlib.vt.edu/melissa/posters/posterset.html
http://www.mrdowling.com/
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/
http://oncampus.richmond.edu/academics/as/education/projects/webunits/greecerome/civ.htm
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Session 1: Geography and Physical Characteristics  ___________________________________ 

Materials  

 A large wall or floor map of the world 

 Dry-erase map (if available) and dry-erase markers 

 Reference materials: atlas, desk map, and globe 

 Map handout of ancient Greece (Attachment A; 1 per student)  

 Crayons or colored pencils 

 9" x 12" pieces of colored construction paper (1 per student) 

Instructional Activities  

1. As a review, have students locate on a large wall or floor map of the world places they studied in second 

grade: The seven continents and five oceans, United States, the Great Lakes, and the Appalachian and Rocky 

Mountains, Egypt, and China. 

 

2. Use a large wall or floor map of the world, and have students locate the continent of Europe and the country 

of present-day Greece. If you have a laminated or dry-erase map, students may circle these with a dry-erase 

marker.  

 

3. As a review, discuss the hemisphere where Greece is located. 

 

4. Use a topographic map and identify the symbols and colors that represent bodies of water (wavy, blue lines). 

Locate the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean.  

 

5. Identify the symbols and colors that represent mountains and hills (orange/brown triangles). Show students 

that Greece is located among many mountains and hills. Ask them how this topography affects farming. 

Explain that this causes problems with farming and that Greece has limited rich soil for growing crops. 

 

6. Help students (as needed) find Greece and the Mediterranean Sea on an atlas, desk map, Internet map, and 

globe. Compare the similarities and differences of the symbols and colors. 

 

7. Give each student a map of ancient Greece. Have them color in the land (brown or green) and water (blue).  

 

8. Have students begin making a review booklet of ancient Greece by designing a cover out of construction 

paper and placing the black-line map as page one. Have students save the booklet as a study guide for their 

test. 
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Session 2: Human Characteristics and Adaptations to Environment  ____________________ 

Materials  

 Large piece of bulletin board paper 

 White, blank 9" x 12" drawing paper (two pieces per student) 

 Scissors, glue, and crayons/colored pencils 

Instructional Activities  

1. Discuss the term adaptation. Relate it to what students learned in second grade about animal adaptations, 

American Indians, and Egyptians. Using a large piece of bulletin board paper, write the information in a 

cause-and-effect chart. 

 

 

Cause (Environmental Conditions) Effect (Adaptation) 

There is a summer drought. Frogs become inactive. 

Winter causes cold temperatures to 

arrive. 

Birds migrate. 

Bears hibernate. 

The Eastern Woodland region had many 

forests. 

Powhatan Indians used trees to 

build wood and bark shelters and 

canoes. 

The Southwest region had a desert-like 

climate with little rainfall. 

The Pueblo Indians made their 

shelters from adobe clay and 

hunted for food. 

The Nile River flooded yearly. The Egyptians used the rich soil 

along the Nile to farm their crops. 

 

2. Locate Greece on a map, and note that it is on the Mediterranean Sea. Discuss ways the Greeks adapted to 

their environment: They farmed on hillsides using terraced farming; traded with other countries on the 

Mediterranean Sea; and developed small independent communities because the mountains and hills divided 

the people. Add these facts to the Cause-and-Effect chart.  

  

3. Discuss the term characteristics (different traits). Ask students how this location might affect human 

characteristics and occupations (farmers, shipbuilders, and traders). 

 

4. Have students add two pages to their ancient Greece booklet and illustrate them. 

 Page 2ðAdaptations to Environment 

 Page 3ðHuman Characteristics and Occupations 
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Session 3: Government ______________________________________________________________ 

Materials  

 Paper crown for the king or queen 

 Play money  

 Blank 9" x 12" drawing paper (1 per student) 

Instructional Activities  

1. Choose a student to be the class king or queen for the first half of the day. Give him/her a crown to wear. 

With the teacherôs input, tell the king or queen to make laws solely according to his or her wishes. The 

remaining students are citizens. Some of the laws may include 

 having the students pay taxes or fines  

 assigning the seating arrangement at lunch or in line  

 choosing the games to play at recess. 

 

2. After simulating this activity for half of the day, have students (citizens) discuss how they felt about having 

one person make all of the rules without any input from them. 

 

3. Discuss the meaning of the word democracy (citizens vote to make their own laws). For the remainder of the 

day, allow all students to vote on the laws or choices made in the classroom. 

 

4. At the end of the day, ask the students what kind of government they would like to have if  they had a 

choiceða democracy or one with a king or queen. 

 

5. Explain the saying, ñGreece is the birthplace of democracy,ò by describing how Greece had a direct 

democracy in which every citizen was allowed to vote or to have a voice in the laws or government decisions. 

 

6. Have students illustrate and add page 4 (Kind of Government) to their ancient Greece booklets.  
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Session 4: Architecture and the Arts __________________________________________________ 

Materials  

 Various pictures of buildings with columns 

 Handout of a picture of the Parthenon (Attachment B; 1 per student) 

 Books showing pictures of Greek sculptures and paintings 

 Paint or markers 

 White 9" x 12" construction paper (1 per student) 

Instructional Activities  

1. Present various pictures of buildings that have columns. Some examples are the Parthenon, the White House, 

the Capitol building, the Lincoln Memorial, and the Governorôs Mansion in Richmond, Virginia. Ask students 

what the pictures have in common. 

 

2. Discuss the meaning of the word architecture. Tell students that the ancient Greeks used many columns in 

their buildings. Give each student a handout of a picture of the Parthenon (Attachment B).  

 

3. Discuss the Greeksô love of sculptures and paintings. Use books to show students examples of Greek 

sculptures and paintings. 

 

4. Have students add two pages to their ancient Greece booklet and illustrate them.  

 Page 5ðArchitecture (include the handout picture of the Parthenon) 

 Page 6ðThe Arts  
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Session 5: Sports ____________________________________________________________________ 

Materials  

 Resource materials on the Olympics 

 Ruled index cards 

Instructional Acti vities  

1. In pairs or small groups, have students research the Olympics. Have them look for facts that interest them, 

where the Olympics originated, and what sports/games were played. Encourage them to find pictures. Have 

them record their findings on index cards.  

 

2. Have students share their research with the class. Identify the Olympics as a contribution (the act of giving or 

doing something) from ancient Greece. 

 

3. Add page 7 (Sports) to the ancient Greece booklet. Have students include the facts they gathered on the 

Olympics. 

 

4. Have students add a glossary for page 8, consisting of terms that they need to know: ancient, direct 

democracy, contribution, characteristic, and community. 
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Session 6: Review and Test  __________________________________________________________ 

Materials  

 Mix and Match Activity (Attachments C and D; 1 per student) 

 Test on ancient Greece (Attachment E: Sample Assessment Items) 

Instructional Activities  

1. Have students complete the Mix and Match Activity (Attachments C and D) for review.  

 

2. Administer the test to students (sample items found in Attachment E).  

 

3. Review the answers after the test. 
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Additional Activities  

 Read and discuss teacher-selected nonfiction books on ancient Greece. 

 Discuss the forms of government in Greece (direct democracy) and Rome (republican form of government or 

representative democracy). Use a Venn diagram to compare. 

 Have students make models of the Colosseum, Parthenon, and/or aqueducts from clay, paper maché, or 

cardboard. 

 Have students create a mosaic picture with tiles or paper squares. 

 On a chart, work with students to compare and contrast the physical and human characteristics of ancient 

Greece and Rome. 

 Have students write postcards or travel brochures about what it was like growing up in ancient Greece. 

 Have students create posters advertising the events held at the ancient Olympics and modern-day Olympics. 

 Provide students with a Venn diagram using three interlocking circles, and have them show similarities in 

professions between ancient Greece and Rome. Students may use pictures to represent each occupation. 
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Attachment A: Map of Ancient Greece  ______________________________________________ 
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Attachment B: The Parthenon ________________________________________________________ 
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Attachment C: Mix and Match Activity _______________________________________________ 

Write the correct number in the corresponding boxes to the right. Numbers will be repeated. 

 

1. Physical 

Characteristics 

2. Human  

Characteristics 

3. Adaptations to 

Environment 

4. Government 

5. Architecture 

6. The Arts 

 

7. Sports 

 

The Olympic games 

Located on a peninsula with many islands, 

mountains, and hills  

Traded with other countries on the Mediterranean 

Sea 

Had limited rich soil 

Was a direct democracy: The people voted to 

make their own rules and laws.  

Surrounded by the Mediterranean Sea 

Used columns in many of their buildings  

Road builders 

Farmed on hillsides (using terraced farming) 

Sculptures  

Developed small independent communities 

because people were divided by mountains and 

hills 

Farmers 

Greece is known as the birthplace of democracy. 

Traders 

The Parthenon is an example and is located in 

Athens, Greece. 

Shipbuilders 

Paintings 

Located on the continent of Europe 
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Attachment D: Answer Key for Mix and Match Activity  ________________________________ 

 

 

 Located on the continent of Europe  

 Located on a peninsula with  mountains and hills  

Physical  Surrounded the Mediterranean Sea  

Characteristics  Had limited rich soil  

 Farmers 

Human  Shipbuilders  

Characteristics  Traders 

 Farmed on hillsides (using terraced farming)  

Adaptations  

Traded with other countries on the Mediterranean 

Sea 

to  

Environment  

Developed small independent communities 

because people were divided by mountains an d hills 

Government  

Was a direct democracy: the people vote to make 

their own rules and laws.  

Greece is known as the birthplace of democracy.  

Architecture  

Used columns in many of their buildings  

The Parthenon is an example and is located in 

Athens, Gr eece.  

The Arts 

Sculptures  

Paintings  

Sports The Olympics  
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Attachment E: Sample Assessment Items  ____________________________________________ 

 

Asterisk (*) indicates correct answer.  

1. Using the map above, ancient Greece was located 

on which continent? 

A Continent A 

B Continent B* 

C Continent C 

D Continent D 

2. Using the map above, what body of water 

surrounded ancient Greece? 

A The Dead Sea 

B The Mediterranean Sea* 

C The Nile River 

D The Atlantic Ocean 

3. The word characteristic means ____________ 

A change 

B community 

C trait* 

D climate 

4. Which of the following was a physical 

characteristic of ancient Greece? 

A Flat Plains 

B Swamps 

C Icebergs 

D Mountains* 

5. Which of the following was a human characteristic 

of ancient Greeks? 

A Bricklayers 

B Explorers 

C Miners 

D Shipbuilders* 

6. The ancient Greeks made significant contributions 

to our society in the areas of ____________ 

A farming 

B government* 

C army 

D pyramid 

7. This is a picture of the Supreme Court building 

located in Washington, D.C. What architectural 

feature of this building is a contribution from 

ancient Greece? 

A Light post 

B Columns* 

C Words on the building 

D People 

8. Which building in ancient Greece has similar 

architecture to the Supreme Court building? 

A The Parthenon* 

B The Great Wall 

C The Colosseum 

D The Aqueducts 

9. Ancient Greeks adapted to their environment by 

_____________ 

A farming with tractors 

B trading on the Pacific Ocean 

C developing small independent communities 

among the mountains 

D building a trading empire across Asia* 

10. Why was farming difficult in ancient Greece? 

A The land was desert-like and it never rained. 

B There were no farmers in ancient Greece. 

C There were many mountains and hills.* 

D The soil was too rich for growing crops 

11. Which word means ñthe act of giving or doing 

somethingò? 

A Democracy 

B Trait 

C Contribution* 

D Characteristic 

 
































































































































































































































































