
Fiction: Chapter 2 from Ted and the Telephone by Sara Ware Bassett
This work is available in the public domain at Project Gutenberg.
Nonfiction: The Agricultural Epitomist, Volume 20, Issue 4, April, 1901
Sample Text-dependent Questions

Questions for the fiction text:
1. There were three quotations directed toward Ted that indicate what sort of farmer he was. Locate each quotation, write them in a notebook, and explain what it tells about Ted and his ability to work on a farm.

2. In the sentence that begins at line 4, the author chose to use the word interval. What would be another way to express the meaning of this word? Use a dictionary or thesaurus to help. 


3. In the sentence that begins at line 14 locate the word perspiration. What is the root of this word? What is a synonym for it?

4. In line 15, it is said that Ted “found himself strangely exhilarated.” What does exhilarated mean and what is the author’s purpose in choosing to use that word?


5. Lines 14-16 contain sensory words, or words having to do with one or more of the five senses. Which words are sensory words?

6. In the sentence that begins at line 16, locate the word methodical. What is the root of this word? What is the author’s purpose in choosing to use that word?


7. In lines 31 and 32, Ted explains the reason why he continued working while all the other men went to lunch in such a way that he “stammered apologetically.” Using an understanding of word roots, examine both words and rewrite them stating “stammered apologetically” in a different way.

8. What did Ted say that showed that he was quite focused upon his work? What is the author’s purpose in having Ted say those things? 


9. The word sheepishly is used in the sentence that begins on line 35. What is the root of this word? Knowing the meaning of the root, what does sheepishly tell about the way Ted kicked the turf? What is the author’s purpose in using this word?

10. In lines 42 and 43, Mr. Wharton replied to Ted ambiguously. What is another way to express the meaning of this word? Use a dictionary to help. 

11. In line 44, Mr. Wharton, who was in charge of the workers, said to Ted, “There’ll always be work for a boy who knows how to do a job well.” In a list, provide specific examples from the text that may have led him to the conclusion that Ted knows how to do the job well.
Questions for the nonfiction text:
Ask students to browse the online document (or provide printed copies of pages 7-11) looking for advertisements for items that may be suitable for a turn-of-the-century farm such as the one where Ted worked. Guiding questions include:
12. What types of items are offered for sale that could be found on a turn-of-the-century farm such as the one where Ted worked? 

13. Which words make it difficult to understand the advertisements?


14. On page 6, use the advertisement for ACME Pulverizing Harrow, Clod Crusher, and Leveler to answer following questions.
A portion of the text reads, “ON TRIAL - To be returned at my expense if not satisfactory.”
How does understanding the meaning of the Greek root satis help to understand the meaning of the word satisfactory? (it means enough; examples include satient, or satisfy)
In the context of this advertisement, what is the meaning of “ON TRIAL”? In another context what might it mean?
The item depicted in the advertisement is called a harrow. What is a synonym for this word? Use a dictionary or thesaurus to help. 
15. On page 9, there is an advertisement for Mica Axle Grease. The ad claims that the grease “makes your horses glad.” Use information from this and other advertisements within this document to answer the following:
On a turn-of-the-century farm what items might have “axles”?
How could axle grease possibly make farmers’ horses glad? 
Questions for both texts:
16. As partners in small groups or as a class, ask students to categorize various turn-of-the-century items they discovered in The Agricultural Epitomist. Categories might include: farm tools, vehicles, seeds, and/or miscellaneous. Students then conduct research to discover additional farm items of the era.

17. Ted Turner was a young boy who was determined to prove that he could work as hard as anyone else on the farm. Based upon the reading of both texts, what are some tools that Ted might want to consider using to help him as he works on the farm?

18. The tools of farming have changed considerably since the time of Ted Turner and The Agricultural Epitomist. Using both texts as, write two or more paragraphs explaining some of the tasks required of farmers at that time and how specific tools helped the farmer. Mention the tools, people, or animals that would have been instrumental in helping the farmer accomplish his goals.
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