Instructional Plan – Utilizing Context Clues to Determine Connotation 6-8 

Primary Strand: 8.4 and 8.5 – Reading

Integrated Strand/s: Writing/Communication and Multimodal Literacies

Essential Understanding:
· recognize that words have nuances of meaning (figurative, connotative, and technical), which help determine the appropriate meaning. 
· determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 
· analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone 

Essential Knowledge, Skills, and Processes:
· distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, diplomatic, condescending), recognizing that some words have technical meanings based on context such as stern 
· recognize that synonyms may have connotations, e.g., elderly and mature; youthful and juvenile and describe the impact on text
· use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase
· use both context and reference skills independently to determine the nuances and connotations of words. 

Primary SOL: 8.4b - Use context, structure, and connotations to determine meaning and differentiate among multiple meanings of words and phrases. 

Reinforced (Related Standard) SOL: 
· 8.5e – The student will discriminate between connotative and denotative meanings and interpret the connotation. 

Academic Background/Language: 
· Students should be familiar with connotation, denotation, and context clues.

Materials
·  Cabin Connotations document
· Copies of the Context Clues and Connotation worksheet
· Copies of the Vocabulary Choice Board
· Access to Padlet and Flipgrid

Student/Teacher Actions: What should students be doing? What should teachers be doing?
· Discuss the definition of “connotation” with the students.
· Ask the students if they think the connotation of the word “cabin” is positive, neutral, or negative.
· Display the Cabin Connotations document.  Ask the students which image came to mind when they heard the word “cabin.”
· Discuss with the students that the connotation, or association, of a word can be emotional or cultural; therefore, there may be different connotations for the same word.
· Distribute the Context Clues and Connotation worksheet.  Have students participate in a Think, Pair, Share with a partner as they complete the worksheet.
· Distribute the Vocabulary Choice Board. 
· Have the students will choose one option from each of the three rows (for a total of three completed activities).  The students can complete these activities digitally or on paper (or a combination of the two).
· Have students share their completed Choice Board Activities on Padlet.
· To close the lesson, have the students reflect on the following topics using Flipgrid:
· Process of completing Choice Board activities
· Quality of the work you complete
· Areas of improvement

Assessment (Diagnostic, Formative, Summative)
· Students complete the Context Clues and Connotation worksheet and the Vocabulary Choice Board activities as formative assessments.

Writing Connections:
· Have students complete two or more activities from Row 3 on the Vocabulary Choice Board.

Extensions and Connections (for all students)
· Create a Digital Word Wall using Flipgrid by assigning each student a different word.  The students will provide the denotation, connotation, a sentence, and an image (digital or hand-drawn) of their word on Flipgrid.  When Flipgrid takes a selfie after the recording, the students will hold up their word written on paper in front of the camera.  The students can click on their classmates’ Fligrid videos to view the vocabulary words.
· Using a text of their own choice, students can create their own vocabulary list that includes denotation, connotation, context clues, and an image.  Students can create this list digitally using a Google Slides or Google Draw.

Strategies for Differentiation:
· Students with accommodations use available technology to allow them to access audio recordings of the stories.
· Students with accommodations have the option to choose shorter stories with a lower Lexile level.
· For English Learners, find stories representative of their culture and language backgrounds. 
· Provide ELs with sentence frames/starters to help get the conversation started when they are in their small groups.  For example, “At first I thought ____ but now I think____ because ____. I like how this article uses ____ to show ____.  This word/phrase stands out to me because ____.”


Note: The following pages are intended for classroom use for students as a visual aid to learning.
Cabin Connotations
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Context Clues and Connotation

Directions: After reading Cabin in the Woods by ReadWorks, use the context clues to analyze the mood of the passages.

Passage 1: 

"A house all the way out here? Let's go!" 

Felicia said, the tingle rising. Their pace quickened from walking to jogging to full-on sprinting. Up close, Felicia saw that the house was a cabin. The cabin's walls, which she imagined were once a bright, sunny yellow, looked dull and stained. A crumbling chimney peeked out from the roof. Chips in the door's green paint revealed dark wood beneath. The windows were grimy, their corners covered in cobwebs. 

"This has to be it, Leesh," Jessica whispered, her eyes widening with excitement and concern. 

"Be what?" 

"The cabin Joey told us about over the summer. Don't you remember?" 

Felicia had pushed it to the back of her mind, but now she remembered. Jessica's brother Joey was full of stories, mostly the kind you didn't want to hear because they'd keep you up all night, worrying they'd make their way into your dreams.

1. What does the word “revealed” mean as it’s used in the text?  What are the context clues in the passage help you determine the meaning of the “revealed?”
2. What is the connotation of the word “revealed?” 
3. What is the overall mood of this passage?  Which words contribute to that mood?

Passage 2:

They walked up to a cabin window and peered through the window, shoulder to shoulder. Inside, a rocking chair sat in front of a wood-burning stove with a tall pot on it. Cartons, bottles, and pieces of paper covered a table and a chair beside it. There was a sack draped over the back of the chair. Below their noses was a twin mattress, and a large trunk sat across the room from the window. Felicia's elbows and knees began to ache. Her stomach felt heavy, and her throat filled with fear. 

"What do you think is in the trunk?" 

"Let's find out. Come on. Joey showed me how to pick a lock with my bobby pin if we ever needed to." 

They didn't need to. The door wasn't locked, and it opened with a simple twist of the knob. Felicia stood, stuck in the doorway until Jessica grabbed her hand and tugged her forward. They stared at the trunk, both wondering what could be inside. Jessica knelt beside it and lifted the heavy top. It was filled to the brim with yellowing copies of the Tintown Gazette. 

"They're all the same," Felicia noted, flipping through a stack. Each one was from 1964, and the cover story was headlined "Good Samaritan Cleans Streets." 

And then there were footsteps - loud, right-next-to-them footsteps. Felicia dropped the stack and fought for air. Jessica screamed. They turned to see who, or what, was in the doorway.

1. What words does the author use to describe the footsteps that Jessica and Felicia hear? What is the connotation of the word “footsteps” in this passage?
2. What is the overall mood of this passage?  Support your answer with evidence from the text. 
Vocabulary Choice Board

Directions: Choose one option from Row 1, one option from Row 2, and choose one option from Row 3.
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