

English Instructional Plan – Research: Writing the facts and wondering more? Grades 3-5
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Primary Strand: Research 3.10, 4.9, 5.9
Integrated Strand/s: Communication and Multimodal Literacies, Writing, and Reading of Nonfiction text
Essential Understanding: 
· understand how information is to be collected, analyzed, evaluated, organized and presented
· understand the importance of avoiding plagiarism and giving credit to sources when gathering and reporting information and ideas.
· understand that there are consequences of plagiarism according to the guidelines established by local school divisions. (grade 5)
Essential Knowledge, Skills, and Processes:	
· formulate research questions based on topic
· develop a list of questions pertaining to a specific topic (grade 3)
· search terms to use in searching information
· skim to find information related to a topic
· select information that is related to the topic at hand
· decide if the information is relevant to the topic and reliable and credible for use
· evaluate and synthesize related information from two or more sources
· develop notes that include important concepts, summaries, identification sources
· summarize or paragraphs information in notes and finish work
· prevent plagiarism and its consequences by giving credit to the authors when idea or specific words are used in research
· avoid plagiarism by giving credit whenever using another person’s media, fact, graphic, music, and quotations.

Primary SOL:	
3.10 The student will demonstrate comprehension of information resources to research a topic ad complete a research product
a. construction questions about the topic
b. access appropriate resources
c. collect and organize information about a topic
d. evaluate the relevance of the information
e. avoid plagiarism and use own words
f. demonstrate ethical use of the Internet
4.9 The student will demonstrate comprehension of information resources to create a research product.
a. construct questions about a topic
b. collect and organize information from multiple resources
c. evaluate the relevance and reliability of information
d. give credit to sources used in research
e. avoid plagiarism and use own words
f. demonstrate ethical use of the internet
5.9 The student will find, evaluate, and select appropriate resources to create a research product.
a. construct questions about a topic
b.  collect and question information from multiple resources
c. evaluate the relevance, reliability, and credibility of information
d. give credit to sources used in research
e. avoid plagiarism and use your own words.
Reinforced (Related Standard) SOL: 
3.6 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of nonfiction text.
c) Preview and use text features including table of contents, headings, picture, captions, maps, indices and charts.
d) Ask and answer questions about what is read using the text for support.
f) Summarize information found in nonfiction text
g) identify the main idea
h) identify support details
i) use reading strategies to monitor comprehension throughout the reading process
3.8 The student will write in a variety of forms to include narrative, descriptive, opinion and expository.
a. Engage in writing as a process
b. Identify audience and purpose 
d. Use organization strategies to structure writing according to type
e. Write a clear topic sentence focusing on main idea
f. Elaborate writing by including supporting details
i. Write a well-developed paragraph focusing on the main idea.
j. Revise writing for clarity of content using specific vocabulary and information. 
3.9 The student will edit writing for capitalization, punctuation, spelling and Standard of English
a. Use complete sentences
k. Indicate paragraphing by indenting or skipping a line
4.6 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of nonfiction text
a. Use text features such as type, heading, and graphics, to predict and categorize information
b. Skim material to develop a general overview of content and to locate specific information
c. Identify the main idea
d. Summarize support details
k. use reading strategy throughout the reading process to monitor comprehension
4.7 The Student will write in a variety of forms to include narrative, descriptive, opinion and expository.
a. Engage in the writing process
b. Select audience and purpose
c. Narrow the topic
f. Organize writing to convey a central idea.
g. Write a clear topic sentence focusing on the main idea.
h. Write related paragraphs on the same topics.
i. Elaborate writing by including details to support the purpose
m. Revise writing to clarify content using specific vocabulary and information.
4.8 The student will edit writing for capitalization, punctuation, spelling and Standard of English
5.6 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of nonfiction text
a. Use text features such as type, heading, and graphics, to predict and categorize information
c. Identify the main idea
d. Summarize support details
h. use reading strategy throughout the reading process to monitor comprehension
5.7 The Student will write in a variety of forms to include narrative, descriptive, expository and persuasive.
a. Engage in the writing process
b. Select audience and purpose
d. Introduce and develop a topic, incorporating evidence and support details
e. Organize information to convey a central idea.
g. Write a clear topic sentence focusing on the main idea
i. Write multi-paragraph compositions.
l.  Revise writing for clarity of content using specific vocabulary and information.
5.8 The student will self and peer edit writing for capitalization, spelling, punctuation, sentence structure, paragraphing, and Standard English

Academic Background/Language:
When reading fiction or nonfiction text, readers often formulate questions about the content.  In fiction, the questions may be about the story elements.  In nonfiction, questions may focus on specific facts/details (For example: Where does a certain animal live? What caused the Water Cycle? Who started the Civil Rights movement?)  Sometimes, these questions cannot directly be answered within the text and the reader needs to seek additional information from another source.  Research is driven by a reader's curiosity about a topic. Questions and curiosity lead to self-discovery.
Sentence Starters:
· I am wondering about __
· Where can I find more information about __
· The main idea of the text is __
· This text was mostly about __  but I still have a question about __
· The text features of this text help me understand the text is going to be about __
· The text features of this text help me answer __
· After doing research, I hope to answer __
Materials 
· Any nonfiction text about a topic	
· Suggested titles:
· www.nationalgeographic.org
· National Geographic Kids books
· National Geographic Kids Everything Space: Blast Off for a Universe of Photos, Facts, and Fun! by Helanie Becker
· National Geographic Readers: Weird Sea Creatures Laura Marsh
· Volcanoes! Anne Schreiber
· Eyewitness books
· Ancient Civilization: Discover The Golden Age of History from Ancient Egypt to Mighty Rome and the Exotic Maya by Joseph Fullman
· Plants: Discover the Fascinating World of Plants from Flowers and Fruits to Plants that Sting by David Burnie
· Weather: Discover the World’s Weather from Heat Waves and Drought to Blizzards and Floods by Brian Cosgrove
· Question Time: Explore and Discover books
· Sharks by Stephen P Savage
· Explore and Discover the Human Body by Angela Wilkes
· Weather-The Water Cycle  www.readworks.org
· Paired text - Important people in the Civil Rights Movement www.readworks.org
· Paired text - All About Rocks www.readworks.org
· Graphic organizer to use while reading and help determine research question 
· Research notes 
Student/Teacher Actions: What should students be doing? What should teachers be doing?
1. The teacher will display a nonfiction image related to grade level curriculum content and/or use the sample below.  
2. Introduction: Have students look at the following image. Discuss and/or record the following questions:
a. What can you learn from this image?  
b. What questions do you have about the image? 
c. Can you make any connections to the image? OR When looking at the image are any of your questions answered?
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3. Remind students as they looked at the image, they completed several learning processes:  
a. We learned new information. 
b. We questioned main ideas and details.  
c. We made connections between old and new concepts.  
4. Record these nonfiction learning processes to make a visual (anchor chart) for students.  The goal is for students to understand these same learning expectations are required as they read and research nonfiction texts independently.  Possible formative assessment/exit ticket:  What are the three processes involved in learning from nonfiction texts?
5. Direct instruction: “Let’s look at a nonfiction text while we read.  Once again, we are going to record facts, questions, and connections to new or old concepts.”  Read aloud a nonfiction text (see suggested titles in the Materials section or choose your own).  While reading, the teacher may record information into three column notes. See sample graphic organizer at the end of the instructional plan.
a. What important information did we learn from the text?  What details from the text are important to include in a summary (first column)
b. What questions developed while you were reading? (second column)
c. Did you make any connections to new or old concepts? Make sure to include any information that answers one of your previous questions.  As you find your answers, you are connecting to new learning. (third column)
6. Once finished reading the text, look at the questions posed (second column).  Were any of the questions answered/ not answered?  Encourage students to reflect on “Which unanswered question still makes them wonder?” This is a question worth researching.  Have students highlight a question to use for research.  This could be independent, with partners, or in groups.
7. Research:
a. Select a question that was generated during reading that you would like to answer.
b. Use the “Research Notes” graphic organizer (below) to write a research question in the box
c. Select at least three resources to answer the question.
d. From each resource, select details from the text that are relevant to answering the question.
e. After you have found the answer to your question, organize your notes.
i. Introduction - Choose a sentence to get your reader interested in the topic.
ii. Topic Sentence: What are you trying to answer? What is your central idea?
iii. Supporting evidence/details - 
· Did you support your central idea?
· Does it all connect?
· Are all the details relevant to answering your question?
iv. Conclusion - Did you find the answer to your question?  How are you going to wrap up your paper?
f. Construct a paper including the introduction, supporting evidence/details, and conclusion.
Assessment (Diagnostic, Formative, Summative)
· Think-Pair-Share: During reading, have students turn to a partner and share what they have read, the questions they created and their WOW! moments where they connected information to previous understanding.
· Walk around while students are completing the lesson.  Listen to their conservations and view their graphic organizer.  Anecdotal notes can be recorded listing teacher observations. 
· Evaluate students’ summaries about the text they read.  Check for the key elements of a nonfiction summary (main idea and supporting details).
· Evaluate students’ research questions - Are they open-ended enough to warrant research and examination?  Can the student explain their interest in the question?  What previous knowledge does the student have about the question?
· Evaluate the research source/sources used by the students.  Is the source credible? Is the source reliable?  
· Evaluate final research project. Does the student include a topic sentence, evidence or supporting details, and a conclusion?  Is the initial research question answered?
Writing Connections:
·  Students can write a summary about the topic.  They can use information from the first column of the graphic organizer.  Information should be organized by main idea and supporting details.
·  Students can create alternative ways to share research information.  They can write presentations, create Slideshows, make posters....
Extensions and Connections (for all students)
· Have students create an online presentation to share their research.
· Have students turn their research project into a video.
· Have students create a poster or brochure displaying the information they learned from their project
· Have students present their research projects to peers or others in the school
Strategies for Differentiation
· Have students work in partners to complete research
· Model the entire process (step by step including the highlighting of a research question and completion of research) for students before expecting independent research
· Use varied levels of text to meet students’ independent and/or instructional levels.
· Use audio text or a text reader for nonfiction texts.
· Provide students with graphic organizers to organize their research process.

Note: The following pages are intended for classroom use for students as a visual aid to learning.


Learning from Nonfiction Texts
	New Learning
What is important from the text? 
Main Idea
· Detail
· Detail
	Questions
While reading - I am wondering?
	WOW!
I made these connections to what I already knew....
I found these answers to my questions….

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]
	



Research Notes
	Research Question

	




	Information learned
	Resource

	1.
	Book Name:
Website Address:

	2.
	Book Name:
Website Address:

	3.
	Book Name:
Website Address:

	4.
	Book Name:
Website Address:

	5.
	Book Name:
Website Address:



	
Research Paper Organizer
	Introduction

	Topic Sentence

	Supporting Details/Evidence 

	Conclusion



Virginia Department of Education ©2019		 1

Virginia Department of Education ©2020		 9

image1.png
[l Eastern Shore

[ Hampton Roads
Chesapeake Bay
[ Northern Virginia
Central Virginia

[ Southern Virginia
Shenandoah Valley
[ Blue Ridge Highlands
Heart of Appalachia

Source: 2007 Smithsonian
Folkife Festival: Roots of
Virginia Culture.

hitpliwww folkife.si edul
festivall2007 Virginia




