History and Social Science

Standards of Learning

Grade Eight
World History to 1000 A.D.

The standards for the eighth grade enable students to explore the

historical development of people, places, and patterns of life

from ancient times until about 1000 A.D.  Students study the

origins of much of our heritage using texts, maps, pictures,

stories, diagrams, charts, chronological skills, inquiry/research

skills, and technology skills. 

8.1  The student will describe early physical and cultural

     development of mankind from the Paleolithic Era to the

     revolution of agriculture, with emphasis on

     *   the impact of geography on hunter-gatherer societies;

     *   characteristics of hunter-gatherer societies;

     *   toolmaking and use of fire; 

     *   technological and social advancements that gave rise

         to stable communities; and

     *   how archeological discoveries are changing our

         knowledge of early peoples.

8.2  The student will compare selected ancient river

     civilizations, including Egypt, Mesopotamia, the Indus

     Valley, and Shang China, and other ancient civilizations

     (such as the Hebrew and Phoenician kingdoms and the Persian

     Empire), in terms of 

     *   location in time and place;

     *   the development of social, political, and economic

         patterns;

     *   the development of religious traditions; and

     *   the development of language and writing.

8.3  The student will describe, analyze, and evaluate the history

     of ancient Greece from about 2000 to 300 B.C., in terms of

     its impact on Western civilization, with emphasis on

     *   the influence of geography on Greek economic, social,

         and political development;

     *   Greek mythology and religion;

     *   the impact of Greek commerce and colonies on the

         Mediterranean region;

     *   the social structure, significance of citizenship, and

         development of democracy in the city-state of Athens;

     *   the significance of the Persian Wars and the

         Peloponnesian Wars;

     *   life in Athens during the Golden Age of Pericles;

     *   the contributions of Greek philosophers (including

         Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle), playwrights, poets,

         historians, sculptors, architects, scientists, and

         mathematicians; and

     *   the conquest of Greece by Macedonia, and the spread of

         Hellenistic culture by Alexander the Great.

8.4  The student will describe, analyze, and evaluate the history

     of ancient Rome from about 700 B.C. to 500 A.D., in terms of

     its impact on Western civilization, with emphasis on

     *   the influence of geography on Roman economic, social,

         and political development;

     *   Roman mythology and religion;

     *   the social structure, significance of citizenship, and

         the development of democratic features in the

         government of the Roman Republic;

     *   Roman military domination of the Mediterranean basin

         and Western Europe and the spread of Roman culture in

         these areas;

     *   the roles of Julius and Augustus Caesar and the impact

         of military conquests on the army, economy, and social

         structure of Rome;

     *   the collapse of the Republic and the rise of imperial

         monarchs;

     *   the economic, social, and political impact of the Pax

         Romana;

     *   the origin, traditions, customs, beliefs, and spread

         of Christianity;

     *   the origin, traditions, customs, beliefs, and spread

         of Judaism;

     *   the development and significance of the Catholic

         Church in the late Roman Empire;

     *   contributions in art and architecture, technology and

         science, literature and history, language, religious

         institutions, and law; and

     *   the reasons for the decline and fall of the Roman

         Empire.

8.5  The student will analyze the conflict between the Muslim

     world and Christendom from the 7th to the 11th century A.D.,

     in terms of its impact on Western civilization, with

     emphasis on

     *   the origin, traditions, customs, beliefs, and spread

         of Islam;

     *   theological differences between Islam and

         Christianity;

     *   cultural differences between Muslims and Christians;

     *   religious, political, and economic competition in the

         Mediterranean region; and

     *   historical turning points that affected the spread and

         influence of both religious cultures.

8.6  The student will describe, analyze, and evaluate the history

     of the Byzantine Empire and Russia from about 300 to 1000

     A.D., in terms of its impact on Western civilization, with

     emphasis on

     *   the establishment of Constantinople as the capital of

         the Roman Empire;

     *   the expansion of the Byzantine Empire and economy;

     *   codification of Roman law and preservation of Greek

         and Roman traditions;

     *   conflicts that led to a split between the Roman

         Catholic and Greek Orthodox churches;

     *   Byzantine art and architecture; and

     *   Byzantine influence on Russia and Eastern Europe.

8.7  The student will describe, analyze, and evaluate the history

     of Europe during the Middle Ages from about 500 to 1000

     A.D., in terms of its impact on Western civilization, with

     emphasis on 

     *   the structure of feudal society and its economic,

         social, and political effects;

     *   the Age of Charlemagne and the revival of the idea of

         the Roman Empire;

     *   the invasions and settlements of the Magyars and the

         Vikings, including Angles and Saxons in Britain; and

     *   the spread and influence of Christianity throughout

         Europe.

8.8  The student will describe and compare selected civilizations

     in Asia, Africa, and the Americas, in terms of chronology,

     location, geography, social structures, form of government,

     economy, religion, and contribution to later civilizations,

     including

     *   India, with emphasis on the caste system; the

         traditions, customs, beliefs, and significance of

         Hinduism; and the conquest by Moslem Turks; 

     *   China, with emphasis on the T'ang dynasty; the

         traditions, customs, beliefs, and significance of

         Buddhism; the impact of Confucianism and Taoism; and

         the construction of the Great Wall;

     *   Japan, with emphasis on the development and

         significance of Shinto and Buddhist religious

         traditions, and the influence of Chinese culture;

     *   the kingdoms of Kush in eastern Africa and Ghana in

         western Africa; and

     *   the Mayan and Aztec civilizations.

8.9  The student will give examples of the practice of slavery

     from the earliest civilizations to 1000 A.D.

8.10 The student will improve skills in historical research and

     geographical analysis by

     *   identifying, analyzing, and interpreting primary

         sources and secondary sources to make generalizations

         about events and life in world history up to 1000

         A.D.;

     *   identifying, analyzing, and interpreting global

         population distribution in the Middle Ages; 

     *   identifying and comparing contemporary national

         political boundaries with the location of

         civilizations, empires, and kingdoms from 4000 B.C. to

         1000 A.D.; and

     *   identifying and comparing the distribution of major

         religious cultures in the contemporary world with the

         origin and spread of Judaism, Christianity, Islam,

         Hinduism, and Buddhism up to 1000 A.D.



Computer/Technology Standards by the End of Grade Eight
Computer/Technology skills are essential components of every

student's education. In order to maximize opportunities for

students to acquire necessary skills for academic success, the

teaching of these skills should be the shared responsibility of

teachers of all disciplines.

Minimum skills that students should acquire by the end of Grade

8 include the following:

C/T8.1    The student will communicate through application

          software.

          *  Compose and edit a multi page document at the keyboard,

             using word processing skills and writing process steps.

          *  Communicate with spreadsheets by entering data and

             setting up formulas, analyzing data, and creating

             graphs or charts to visually represent data.

          *  Communicate with databases by defining fields and

             entering data, sorting, and producing reports in

             various forms.

          *  Use advanced publishing software, graphics programs,

             and scanners to produce page layouts.

          *  Integrate databases, graphics, and spreadsheets into

             word-processed documents.

C/T8.2    The student will communicate through networks and

          telecommunication.

          *  Use local and worldwide network communication systems.

          *  Develop hypermedia - home page - documents that can be

             accessed by worldwide networks.

C/T8.3    The student will have a basic understanding of computer

          processing, storing, retrieval and transmission

          technologies and a practical appreciation of the

          relevant advantages and disadvantages of various

          processing, storage, retrieval, and transmission

          technologies.

C/T8.4    The student will process, store, retrieve, and transmit

          electronic information.

          *  Use search strategies to retrieve electronic

             information.

          *  Use electronic encyclopedias, almanacs, indexes, and

             catalogs to retrieve and select relevant information.

          *  Use laser discs with a computer in an interactive mode.

          *  Use local and wide-area networks and modem-delivered

             services to access and retrieve information from

             electronic databases.

          *  Use databases to perform research.

