Virginia Literacy Act 4-8 4

Frequently Asked Questions EDUCATION

As divisions are planning for the 2025-2026 school year, and year two of VLA implementation to include
the legislative expansion through grade eight, the Virginia Department of Education encourages divisions
to utilize this Frequently Asked Questions document for guidance when determining next steps for
students, families, educators, and community stakeholders.

Student Reading Plans

Q: What is the purpose of the Student Reading Plan and how should goals be
written?

A: Goal statements in Student Reading Plans must describe the anticipated outcome the student is
expected to reach by the end of the school year. The goals in Student Reading Plans should be attainable
and ambitious to support students reaching grade level expectations as early as possible. See Division
Student Reading Plan Guidance and Practitioner Student Reading Plan Guidance documents for further
clarification.

Q: If a student misses the VALLSS 4-8 assessment window, can they have a Student
Reading Plan without VALLSS data?

A: Yes, students who fail the SOL with a Fail/Basic or Fail/Below Basic score will be required to have a
Student Reading Plan outlining appropriate interventions. Teachers will use SOL assessment reports,
VALLSS reports, and other sources of data to create the Student Reading Plans.

Q: Is the Student Reading Plan (SRP) a legal document? How should they be stored?

A: Yes, the Student Reading Plan is a legal document. However, the platform selected for developing
student reading plans remains a local division decision. Student Reading Plans should remain as a part
of the student’s cumulative records and should be maintained based on the division’s retention
processes.

Q: Will the student reading plans be for the entire year in Grades 6-8?

A: Yes, student reading plans are developed for the full academic year. Updates and changes may be
made as students make progress in their literacy development. New plans are made annually as plans
are developed utilizing currently available data (i.e. SOL scores, fall VALLLS data).
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Q: Should supplemental resources be listed on a Student Reading Plan, or should
only intervention materials be listed?

A: All materials utilized to support the student’s literacy growth should be indicated on the student
reading plan.

Q: Since students will not be VALLSS tested at the end of the year, when should
progress monitoring goals end?

A: Student Reading Plans remain in place for the entire academic year. It is best practice for progress
monitoring to be an ongoing component of a student’s intervention plan. Decisions regarding Student
Reading Plans will be determined based on the End of Year Reading SOL assessment. Student Reading
Plans should remain as a part of the student’s cumulative records and should be maintained based on
the division’s retention processes.

Q: When is a Student Reading Plan (SRP) required? If a division chooses to provide
intervention to a student who passed the SOL, is that student required to have an
SRP?

A: Any student who receives intervention services will require a Student Reading Plan (SRP). The SRP for
Grades 4-8 is currently in development, however, like the SRP template for grades K-3, the plan will target
the specific needs of the student. Students who score in the Fail/Basic or Fail/Below Basic range on the
end of year Standards of Learning assessment for reading will have individual student reading plans to
support their literacy intervention and development.

VALLSS 4-8
Q: Who would be required to take VALLSS in grades 4-87?

A: Students who score in the Fail/Basic or Fail/Below Basic range on the end of year Standards of
Learning assessment for reading (grades 3-7 in the current school year) will be screened using the
VALLSS 4-8 screener in the fall of the following school year. These students will also have individual
student reading plans to support their literacy intervention and development.

Q: How should schools address situations in which current students did not take the
SOL test for a variety of circumstances?

A: While this list is not exhaustive, teachers should look at a body of evidence to determine if this
screening would be beneficial to a specific individual. This body of evidence could include standardized
assessments from other states, curriculum-based assessments, other content area SOL tests or content
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assessments, indicators from additional screeners, results from MTSS progress monitoring, child study
findings, records from the previous year, parent requests, etc.

Q: Should students that failed the Reading SOL but passed the retake be given
VALLSS?

A: Students who pass with a retake are considered a pass and are not required to take the VALLSS 4-8
assessment. However, schools should consider the student's comprehensive body of evidence (i.e.
curriculum-based assessments, other content area assessments, indicators from additional screeners,
results from MTSS processes, teacher input, and/or parent request) and could determine that screening
may be beneficial.

Q: Does a child take the VALLSS if they are new to Virginia?

A: Students who are new to Virginia in grades 4-8 should take the VALLSS unless there is evidence
through student records that demonstrates the student is at or above grade level proficiency (i.e. enrolled
in advanced courses or proficient reading scores on standardized assessments).

Q: Can a division opt to give VALLSS to all students?

A: Teachers may administer VALLSS: 4-8 to students who are not required to participate. The decision to
administer VALLSS: 4-8 to students who are not required to participate will be a school level decision.
Parents may also request that their child be screened, regardless of the student’s SOL score.

Q: With VLA moving to 6-8, do all middle school reading specialists need to be
certified reading specialists to oversee Student Reading Plans?
A: Areading specialist, in collaboration with the teacher of any student who receives reading intervention

services, shall develop, oversee implementation of, and monitor student progress on a student reading
plan.

School divisions may employ certified reading specialists or educators who have successfully
completed the Reading Specialist microcredential course. Any add-on endorsement that results from
completion of such microcredential program shall be provisional for a period of five years.

Reading specialists are SOQ funded. Division literacy leaders should collaborate with division finance
personnel to determine how many reading specialists are needed at the secondary level to meet the
1:1100 requirement of the Virginia Literacy Act.
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Intervention Services

Q: Is an intervention course for grades 4-8 required? Will the 4-8 intervention
services be required to take place outside of the core time?

A: The intervention course is not a required part of the VLA legislation. The language offers the option of
the additional intervention course, outside of the required Standards of Learning English course, to
address intervention needs in grades 6-8. Intervention should occur outside of SOL required English
instructional time; however local school divisions have the flexibility to determine scheduling and
processes for that intervention.

Q: How should schools meet the requirement for intervention as required for by the
VLA for grades 4-8?

A: In grades 4-8, local school divisions may determine how schools meet the additional instruction time
for intervention. There is not a time requirement for intervention instruction as there is with grades
kindergarten through grade three through the Early Intervention Reading Initiative. Local intervention
decisions will depend on the master schedule, staffing, resources available, and individual student’s
needs. School divisions have flexibility and can use a combination of any of the options included below
to ensure that students receive literacy intervention. This is an opportunity for middle school grade level
teams to collaborate and determine the best interventions and supports for students.

Intervention may include the following services for the student:

e instruction from a reading specialist, trained aide, computer-based reading tutorial program, or
classroom teacher with support from an aide,

e extended instructional time in the school day or school year,

e additional literacy course, outside of the required SOL English course, that provides the specific
evidence-based literacy instruction identified in the student's reading plan (optional for grades 6-
8).

Q: Is there guidance on students opting out of intervention?

A: The VLA (8 22.1-215.2) requires that the parent of each student shall receive notice before intervention
services begin and a copy of the student reading plan. Local school divisions may establish additional
communication and protocols regarding division-level decisions around participation in intervention. The
Virginia Department of Education has developed guidance language for divisions to use when creating
this process.

Q: How would an opt out process work for intervention in middle school if
intervention will take place in a separate class and schools have a 10-day drop/add
policy?
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A: The VLA (8 22.1-215.2) requires that the parent of each student shall receive notice before intervention
services begin and a copy of the student reading plan.

Local school divisions may establish additional communication and protocols regarding division-level
decisions around participation in intervention. The Virginia Department of Education has developed
guidance language for divisions to use when creating this process.

Q: How much intervention is required for students with a student reading plan in
Grades 4-8?

A: Divisions may offer, as indicated in the VLA, a literacy course in addition to the required SOL English
course. Outside of this, divisions may determine the intervention time based on need and a variety of
student data. This will look similar to current intervention programs that schools offer through multi-
tiered systems of support (MTSS). For example, a student with only one identified area of need would
need less intervention time than a student with multiple identified needs.

Q: Is there any guidance on how middle school students exit intervention with
consideration of the VLA? Is there an expected goal a student should meet before

they can exit out of intervention?
A: Local school divisions can determine the criteria for students to exit intervention services in Grades 4-

8. Divisions should consider their current MTSS progress monitoring practices along with a body of
evidence using student data to support this decision-making process.

Divisions should also consider that Reading SOL assessments are used to determine Student Reading
Plans for the next year and should ensure that students have the resources and support needed to do
their best on the end of the year assessment.

Resources

Q: For Grades 6-8, are school divisions required to have a supplemental and
intervention resource?

A: The VLA requires “each local school board shall provide a program of literacy instruction that is
aligned with science-based reading research and provides evidenced-based literacy instruction to
students in kindergarten through grade 8.” While the VLA only requires divisions to select intervention
materials for Grades 6-8, divisions may choose to adopt supplemental materials as well. All adopted
materials must be from the Board-approved list for intervention and supplemental materials.

Q: Do school divisions have to include the 6th-8th core program on the Division
Literacy Plan and does it have to be one of the state approved programs?
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A: School divisions are not required to adopt a core curriculum for grades 6-8. Divisions may select
textbooks from the Board-approved list. The Code of Virginia permits local school boards to use
textbooks not approved by the VBOE. If a local school board opts to use a textbook not approved by the
Board of Education, a local textbook review process should be conducted that includes components
similar to the state level review. The Guidelines for Local Textbook Approval provide additional
information.

Q: Will students who qualify for the Virginia Alternative Assessment Program in
grades 6-8 be permitted to utilize core, supplemental, and intervention materials
from the approved K-5 lists in middle school?

A: Students who qualify for the Virginia Alternative Assessment Program in Grades 6-8 should utilize the

instructional materials that align with the goals set forth in their Individualized Education Plan. This could
include the use of K-5 materials that address the areas of need for literacy development.

Q: Will the Virginia Grade K-12 English Language Arts Walkthrough Protocol and the
Virginia Kindergarten-Grade 3 Foundational Skills Walkthrough Protocol still be a
relevant data collection tool for the 25-26 school year?

A: Yes, training on these tools will be available in Fall, 2025. This was a pilot in certain school divisions in
2024-2025 and future training opportunities will expand to additional divisions in the 25-26 school year.
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