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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: August 21, 2025
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Sara Bennett, MS, RDN, SNS
SUBJECT: SNAP in Schools: Annual Distribution of the SNAP Information Sheet
SNAP in Schools is a Virginia initiative to increase student access to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), which also increases students’ direct certification eligibility for school meals at no cost. 
Virginia regulations require local school boards to distribute a SNAP Benefits Information Sheet developed by the Department of Social Services (Attachment A). The local school board must distribute the information sheet, along with a fillable free and reduced-price meal application, to the household of each student enrolled in a public elementary or secondary school at the beginning of the school year, or as soon as practicable after enrollment (Code of Virginia § 63.2-801 and 22.1-79).
Schools Participating in CEP
CEP schools are prohibited from using a free and reduced-price meal application for any purpose (7 CFR 245.9(f)(4)(iv)). CEP schools must distribute the SNAP Benefits Information Sheet but are exempt from the state requirement to distribute free and reduced-price meal applications.
About SNAP in Schools
SNAP provides grocery assistance to eligible families to supplement their food budget. The VDSS and the Virginia Department of Education, Office of School and Community Nutrition Programs, collaborate with school divisions on the SNAP in Schools initiative to help decrease food insecurity among school-age children across the Commonwealth and reduce the stigma associated with SNAP. 
The goals of SNAP in Schools are to:
· increase access to grocery benefits and free school meals,
· decrease the administrative burden on school divisions by reducing the number of meal applications through increasing direct certification eligibility for free meals through SNAP,
· increase support to local businesses and communities,
· support school divisions in meeting the state mandate for SNAP outreach, and
· increase the Identified Student Percentage used to determine schools' eligibility for CEP which allows eligible schools to provide meals at no charge to all students attending a participating school.
For More Information
For more information, contact your assigned SNP regional specialist, Lynne Fellin, SNP Technical Advisor, via email at Lynne.Fellin@doe.virginia.gov, or Dwronyel Price, VDSS SNAP in Schools Contact, via email at Dwronyel.Price1@dss.virginia.gov.
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