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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: June 11, 2026
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Sara Bennett, MS, RDN, SNS
SUBJECT: 2026 Virginia Farm to School and Directors Conference: Call for Proposals & Event Registration
The Virginia Department of Education, Office of School and Community Nutrition Programs, is hosting the 2026 Virginia Farm to School and Directors Conference at the Omni Hotel in Richmond, Virginia on September 21–23, 2026. This year’s conference theme is Rooted in Partnerships. 
At a Glance
This dynamic educational event convenes Virginia school and community nutrition program operators, producers, distributors, nonprofit organizations, and other farm to school stakeholders for program capacity building and networking sessions. The Pre-Conference Site Visits on September 21 and the Virginia Farm to School Conference on September 22 are open to the public. The Directors Conference on September 23 is open to child nutrition program leadership only.
Action Items
Please review the Virginia Farm to School and Directors Conference webpage for information on:
Call for Proposals
· The VDOE-SCNP is accepting proposals for 60-minute dynamic, interactive breakout sessions that may be in the form of presentations, panel discussions, or workshops.
· Deadline to submit proposals via the online submission form available on the conference webpage is July 10, 2026.
Pre-Conference Site Visit Proposals
· Organizations in the Richmond area that wish to showcase their farm to school programs may submit the interest form on the conference webpage. Deadline to submit interest forms is July 10, 2026.
Event Registration
· Registration for the combined event is free and includes two separate conferences, plus pre-conference field trips and a networking reception. Attendees may register for one or both conferences.
· Deadline to register via the online registration form available on the conference webpage is August 7, 2026.
· Registration for the pre-conference field trips on September 21 will be available on the conference webpage.
Community Partner Tables Interest Form
· Community partners who want to host a table at the conference to share resources should submit the interest form on the conference webpage by July 10, 2026.
Conference information and travel details (hotel room block and conference agenda will be added as they become available).
For More Information
For more information about the Virginia Farm to School and Directors Conference, please visit the conference webpage or email SchoolNutritionPrograms@doe.virginia.gov.  
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