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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: April 2, 2026
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Sara Bennett, MS, RDN, SNS
SUBJECT: Celebrate School Lunch Hero Day on May 1, 2026
The Virginia Department of Education, Office of School and Community Nutrition Programs, and the School Nutrition Association encourage schools to celebrate School Lunch Hero Day on May 1, 2026.
School Lunch Hero Day provides an opportunity to recognize the hard work and dedication of school nutrition professionals. From crafting balanced meals, protecting student health, and offering kindness when it’s needed most, school nutrition professionals lift our schools in ways that matter every single day.
Schools are encouraged to share celebration details with VDOE-SCNP on social media by tagging @VDOESCNP.
School Lunch Hero Day Resources and Celebration Ideas
The SNA website offers resources and ideas for celebrating school nutrition professionals, including: 
· hosting a reception to recognize nutrition staff,
· giving nutrition staff a shout-out during morning announcements,
· hanging signs and/or banners in front of the school, in hallways, and/or in the cafeteria,
· asking students to write thank you cards, and
honoring nutrition staff with School Lunch Hero Day merchandise.
For More Information
For more information, contact your SNP regional specialist or the SNPPolicy mailbox via email at SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov. 
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