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This document is to be used by school counselors and other school leaders in determining the use of International Baccalaureate (IB) science courses to meet standard and advanced diploma requirements. The intent is to clarify the language currently used in the Standards of Accreditation (SOA) and to answer questions concerning IB coursework. If you have any questions concerning IB courses and graduation requirements, please contact the Virginia Department of Education.
 
Laura Casdorph, Science Coordinator laura.casdorph@doe.virginia.gov
Sarah Bazemore, School Counseling Coordinator/Student Assistance Systems Coordinator, sarah.bazemore@doe.virginia.gov

Do International Baccalaureate (IB) science courses count towards science laboratory coursework required for graduation?
 
Yes, per the Standards of Accreditation (8VAC20-132-51) students who complete courses required for an International Baccalaureate Diploma shall be deemed to have completed the requirements for graduation; provided they have earned the standard and verified units of credit for the Standard Diploma or the Advanced Studies Diploma. 

What science coursework should students complete before starting the IB Diploma Programme? 

To enter the IB Diploma Programme, students must be enrolled in a school authorized to offer the IB Programme, meet academic requirements set by the school, and typically demonstrate strong academic performance in previous grades.  Schools or divisions determine requirements for enrollment in their IB Diploma Programme in Grades 11 and 12; these requirements should reflect rigorous academic coursework and performance expectations for students in Grades 9 and 10. When constructing guidelines for IB Diploma Programme enrollment, schools and divisions should consider Grade 9 and 10 coursework needed to prepare students for the IB Diploma Programme and to meet graduation course requirements for an Advanced Diploma.   

In science, students are required to take Biology I and the Biology I Standards of Learning assessment in high school to meet the accountability requirements reflected in the School Performance and Support Framework. All students must earn a verified credit in science to graduate. A second course representing a discipline other than Biology should be required for students applying to the IB Diploma Programme. If students are not in the IB Diploma Programme or do not meet all required components of the IB Diploma they are expected to meet all science discipline and course requirements for a Standard or Advanced Studies diploma.

May students who are not enrolled in the IB Diploma Program be allowed to use IB coursework as science laboratory credit to fulfill graduation requirements?
[bookmark: _oqmo4cw95qcv]Students taking International Baccalaureate designated coursework but are not pursuing an International Baccalaureate Diploma must still meet laboratory science requirements for the Standard Diploma and the Advanced Studies Diploma. This includes both the requirements in terms of the number of laboratory science courses required as well as discipline requirements (see question below concerning assigned IB science course discipline designation). IB coursework that may be used to meet graduation requirements and additional information concerning graduation can be found on the VDOE Graduation site.

