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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: 	July 18, 2024
TO: 		Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: 	Sandra C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy
SUBJECT: Geographic Preference Expansion Provision Related to the Final Rule, Child Nutrition Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent With the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans
On April 25, 2024, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service (USDA-FNS) published Child Nutrition Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent With the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans (89 FR 31962) (final rule). The final rule is effective as of July 1, 2024 and expands the geographic preference provision for school food authorities (SFAs) when procuring unprocessed locally grown, raised, or caught agricultural products. The final rule continues to allow state agencies and program operators to adopt their own definition of “local” and does not prescribe a federal definition of “local” for the purpose of procuring local foods. Strategies SFAs can use when utilizing the new expanded geographic preference option are as follows:
· Strategy 1: SFAs and state agencies purchasing for SFAs may use local (e.g., “locally grown”, “locally raised”, or “locally caught”) as a procurement specification.
· Strategy 2: SFAs may continue to apply a geographic preference through additional points or credit during evaluation, now referred to as “defined scoring advantage,” for procuring local unprocessed agricultural products. 
· SFAs and state agencies purchasing for SFAs may adopt Strategy 1, Strategy 2, a mixture of both, or neither when procuring unprocessed agricultural products.
Ensuring Full and Open Competition
In accordance with federal procurement regulations at 2 CFR 200.319, SFAs must ensure full and open competition when procuring goods by planning solicitations that ensure an appropriate number of qualified firms are eligible to compete for the contract. Market research can determine whether an adequate supply of local products exists in the marketplace before applying local as a specification and/or applying a defined scoring advantage to one or more local unprocessed agricultural products. This includes activities such as visiting local farmers’ markets, participating in local food vendor fairs, or issuing Requests for Information (RFIs), which are requests made by SFAs for vendors to share information about the products and services they provide. Each SFA determines whether or not competition is adequately full and open. This may be assessed by the Virginia Department of Education, Office of School and Community Nutrition Programs (VDOE-SCNP) as part of program operation reviews. 
Technical Assistance and Resources
The USDA-FNS published an implementation memo on May 22, 2024, providing a detailed explanation of geographic preference expansion, including an overview chart of what is changing in regards to the geographic preference expansion. Additionally, the USDA-FNS released the Question and Answers memo on June 26, 2024. The memos are included in the email containing this memo. The VDOE-SCNP will publish a memo in the coming weeks with resources, guides, and tools to help SFAs procure local foods using the expanded geographic preference option. The USDA-FNS also plans to provide updated tools that can be found on their Procuring Local Foods website.
Action Required
· Review USDA-FNS implementation memo, including its overview chart of the geographic preference expansion changes.
· Review USDA-FNS Geographic Preference Option Questions and Answers. 
[bookmark: _1kd9802h0aqa]For more Information
Questions about the geographic preference expansion provision should be directed to the SNP policy mailbox at SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov. 
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