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2024 National School Lunch Program Equipment Grant Application Instructions

Directions: Click on arrow [image: arrow] beside each header to view details in each category.
For more information on the FFY 2024 NSLP Equipment Grant Application or award process, please contact the SNP policy mailbox at SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov. 
Definition of Equipment
NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant applications may include requests for new equipment, renovation of existing equipment or replacement of equipment, and delivery and installation costs of the equipment. Regulations at 2 CFR Part 200.1 define equipment as tangible personal property having a useful life of more than one year and a per-unit acquisition cost which equals or exceeds the lesser of the capitalization level established by the non-federal entity for financial statement purposes or $5,000. For the FY 2024 NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant, Congress has specified that the threshold for the purchase of a piece of equipment cannot be lower than $1,000.
Scoring
The grants will be scored according to the following criteria: 
· Demonstrated need and program improvement
· Criteria used by the division to select the schools and equipment
· Child nutrition program participation
· Anticipated program improvement
· Increasing the use of locally grown foods through Virginia Foods for Virginia Kids or other initiatives 
· Improving the safety of food served in all child nutrition programs
· Improving the nutrition and food quality of the child nutrition programs
· Increasing scratch cooking
· Increasing access to culturally inclusive meals
Each criterion will be scored based on the answers provided in the application. The SFA must include a narrative explanation of the improvement the equipment will provide and demonstrated need. After the application for each school is scored, grants will be awarded to the highest scoring school(s) per division. After the initial scoring, and if funds are still available, additional schools will be selected using the same criteria. 

Application Steps

	Steps
	Description

	Prior to starting the application
	Ensure you have:
· Signed copy Certification Statement found in Appendix B
· Minimum of two quotes per piece of equipment

	Step 1
	Provide general division information
a. Division name
b. SFA number
c. School nutrition administrator name
d. Phone number
e. Address (if different that division address)
f. Email address
g. Division superintendent name

	Step 2
	Provide the SFA capitalized threshold if applicable

	Step 3
	For each school applying for funding (maximum 5):
a. Enter the school name, school address, free and reduced percentage (from SY 2023-2024 report), and building enrollment
b. Indicate the child nutrition programs that will use the equipment
c. Equipment information: equipment item, new or replacement, cost per item, number of item requested
a. Provide minimum of two quotes per item including: name of vendor, equipment item, total price including all delivery and installation fees with documentation
d. Indicate the purpose behind applying
e. Indicate what improvements the equipment item would provide
f. Explain the need for equipment

	Step 4
	Review the grant terms and conditions

	Step 5
	Submit the signed Certification Statement
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